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(t(89)= -6.095, p= 0.000). Also, statistically difference was tested between the means of emotional abuse and neglect 
subscale score with and without history of suicide attempt/plan/thought (t(30.91)= -3.020, p= 0.005). Positively moderate 
and high correlations were found between traumatic experiences and suicide probability subscales (r= .216 to r=. 497, 
p= .05 and p=.01). 
Discussion: According to this study results, childhood traumatic experiences are relation to suicide probability but it can’t 
say any cause-reason relationship. Therefore, families must be educated about negative consequences of emotional 
abuse and neglect in child rearing. 

No. 348   Different childhoods: Australian foster carers supporting children's literacy and numeracy 
                L'Australien encourage des aides familiales soutenant de l'érudition des enfants. 
               Australiano fomenta a cuidadosos que apoyan niños que aprende. 
Ann Farrell, Elissa Cramb 

More than 12,000 Australian children are in out-of-home care or foster care, unable to live with their own families (often 
because of child abuse and neglect). Foster carers play a key role in raising the children in their care and ensuring they 
have the best possible life chances. Characteristically, children in foster care face greater challenges in literacy and 
numeracy than those living with their families. Foster carers have been identified by the state of Queensland as key 
players in helping children in their care to engage with everyday literacy and numeracy, thereby increasing their life 
chances and affording them opportunities to be active participants in everyday school and community activities. A two-
year pilot program, known as Beam. Learning for Everyday Life, is part of the National Action Plan for Literacy and 
Numeracy (2008) and supports foster carers to use everyday literacy and numeracy experiences with their children at 
home and in the community. Foster carers engage in a series of six practical interactive workshops with a trained 
facilitator and other foster carers around real-world topics such as: speaking and listening; talk through play, numeracy 
games, cooking and mealtimes; and reading with children. This paper discusses the process of evaluating the intervention 
and the lessons learned for supporting parents in everyday learning with children. It takes a strength-based approach 
which recognises that, while the work of foster carers is challenging, they (along with children in their care) have strengths 
to contribute to their everyday learning. 

 

III:17 Individual paper session     Thursday 16.00 – 17.30      Room: B2 215       No. 349;351 

No. 349   Early Childhood Education and Care in Singapore and Hong Kong: Organisation and Pedagogical 
Approaches 
Swee Eng Audrey Lim, Yuen Ling Li, Sirene Lim 

Early childhood care and education in Singapore and Hong Kong, both colonies of the British in the past, has been 
categorized into "child care" and "kindergarten" sectors, collectively known as "pre-school", the former regulated by the 
Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports/Social Welfare Department, while the latter is regulated by the 
Ministry of Education/Education Bureau respectively. Such a system is not unusual in the international landscape of 
ECCE where "education" and "care" are seen as separate and hence, regulated by different government agencies. This 
paper will provide a brief overview of the historical development of ECCE in Singapore and Hong Kong. Current issues 
confronting the field will be discussed, namely, quality of provision and programmes, teacher quality and professional 
development, and culturally appropriate early years curriculum and pedagogies. These developments will be examined 
within the context of recent policy changes that have taken place in both Singapore and Hong Kong. Several major 
reviews of primary, secondary, and tertiary educational provision in Singapore are paralleled by a comprehensive 
education reform in Hong Kong, covering all sectors of education within the last decade. Within the social, cultural and 
political contexts of both "cities", questions will be raised about the future prospects of ECCE and the sustainability of the 
initiatives. 

No. 351   Asssessments for learning in Macau early childhood 
Kan Kan Chan 

Assessment for learning (AfL) has been a hot topic since late 1990s as appropriate practices of AfL helps to improve 
students' achievement and motivation. This paper begins with the concept of assessment for learning, its promise and the 
challenges. Then it reviews on the current assessment practices in Macau early childhood education using secondary 
information. Evidence from existing literature in Macau early childhood shows that its' assessment practice seems to 
remain at the aspect of assessment of learning. Impact of such assessment practices to students' learning and teachers' 
teaching is presented using the available information in literature. In order to advance the assessment culture and 
practices in Macau, this paper describes the rationale of assessment principles in the new early childhood curriculum 
guidelines. Predicted challenges of the new assessment principles are shown with the corresponding approaches to 
transit the assessment practices towards the goal of assessment for children's learning in the near future. 
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III:18 Individual paper session      Thursday 16.00 – 17.30      Room: B2 216       No. 352-354 

No. 352…Reconnecting Japanese children to culture and nature through silk-making and rice-growing activities 
                Reconnecter les enfants japonais à leur culture et à la nature à travers la fabrication de la soie et des  
                activités entourant la riziculture 
                Reconectar a los niños japoneses a su cultura y a su naturaleza a través de las actividades hacer seda y  
                crear arroz 
OSAMU FUJII 

Every year at our early childhood centre located in Kyoto, Japan, we engage groups of five-year-old children, their families, 
and community members in activities that help children to make sense of and celebrate the social, environmental and 
cultural heritage linked to where they live. Two perennial whole-of-centre activities include explorations of the life cycles of 
silk worms and the rice harvest. 
Our practice of raising silk worms involves inviting grandparents to share their knowledge and skills of traditional industries 
with our children thus sustaining a long-standing master-apprenticeship system. This activity involves children feeding 
mulberry leaves to silk worms and cropping their cocoons. Led by our senior ‘experts’ we produce silk cotton and fibers 
through boiling, and dye the resultant fabrics using herbs to create artistic works including finger puppets made out of 
cocoons. Our explorations of rice involve children as ‘farmers’ in sowing, tendering, harvesting and finally cooking and 
eating the rice they have grown. Both activities, which have formed the basis for age-old traditional industries, are very 
significant to Japanese people. However our children today are rarely exposed to such ‘real-life’ experiences because of 
modernization and urbanization. Through direct experience in these silk-making and rice growing activities there are many 
opportunities for children to learn about the life-sustaining ecological relationships between people and the natural world. 
In actively doing and interacting with others in the community our children are also connecting with their cultural heritage. 

No. 353   Emergent Language & Art Integration - The New Icon of Early Childhood Education Curriculum in Hong 
Kong - CECRD Action Research (Second Round) 
Sau Ching Helen Lau 

We believe that: “Art Education” enhances children to feel, to sense and to view the truthfulness, righteousness and 
perfection of human beings, nature environment as well as the subject matters. “Language Education” is the art of 
nurturing children in understanding, experiencing, expressing and applying Language & Literacy knowledge in their daily 
lives. And, both are children’s rights for innovative learning and are appropriate for young children’s five development 
areas. 
This action research is the second round (first round is a pilot study and has been done & presented in OMEP HK 
Conference on 2008) for follow up the well performances gained in first round, and to verify children’s joyful of learning 
under the practices. The study gives positive results on how the school grown up under the innovative curriculum 
development. 
Aims of study: Through Language & Art Integration Curriculum, children can feel, sense, view and experience the 
truthfulness, righteousness and perfection of human beings, nature environment as well as the subject matters; to achieve 
the aims of Hong Kong Education “joyful, righteousness, boldness, active, explore, sharing and learning to learn”. 
Objectives are: sample school has a clear concept & understanding on what is: “Emergent Language & Art Integration 
Curriculum” and to sustain the school practices on implementing the integrative art and language curriculum through co-
teachings and mentoring approaches; to consolidate & extend teachers skills and methods in promoting an Art & 
Language integrative curriculum in the classroom settings; to document teachers teaching and children’s learning 
products. 

No. 354   Supporting Inquiry-Based Learning for Three to Four Years Old 
                Le Soutien de l'Apprentissage à base d'Investigation pour les Enfants de trois à quatre ans 
                Investigación de apoyo basado en el aprendizaje para niños de tres a cuatro años de edad 
Wen Hua Shi, Yang Gong, Rong Li 

Shanghai Victoria Kindergarten implements the IB PYP curriculum framework. One of the aims of the curriculum is to 
create an interesting, relevant, challenging and transdisciplinary programme for children in the Primary years of schooling, 
aged 3-12. Inquiry-based learning is PYP’s main teaching method, enabling students to fully participate and take 
responsibility in their own learning. In the implementation process of PYP, many teachers become challenged on how to 
best support inquiry-based learning for three to four year olds, whose expressive language abilities, behavior, planning 
and self-awareness may be limited. Inquiry-based learning aims to build on one’s prior knowledge with new contents, 
generated by new information and experiences, thereby creating new understanding. In practice, the following factors can 
best support inquiry-based learning in young children: school learning environment, teaching materials and resources, 
learning activities linked to one’s life experiences and teacher observations and assessments. In this paper, the unit of 
“Transportation” will be used as a case study, using Kath Murdoch’s Inquiry Planning Model’s six steps—Tuning In, 
Finding Out, Sorting Out, Going Further, Reflection and Action in facilitating teachers to best support inquiry-based 
learning for three to four year olds. 
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III:19 Individual paper session     Thursday 16.00 – 17.30      Room: B3 315       No. 355-357 

No. 355   Children's Rights and Early Childhood Education in Hong Kong. 
                Los Derechos de la Infancia y la Educación Preescolar en Hong Kong. 
                Les droits des enfants et l'éducation préscolaire à Hong Kong. 
Maggie Koong, Carrie Lau 

Since the enactment of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1989, children's basic human 
rights have been promised and safeguarded in different contexts. Schooling serves as one of the important means of 
implementing and interpreting children's rights, meeting the goal "to make the principles and provisions of the Convention 
widely known, by appropriate and active means, to adults and children alike" (Article 42, CRC). Indeed, the educational 
beliefs and everyday practices in school can have a powerful impact on the learning environment available for children, 
which will ultimately shape their rights-respecting attitudes, behaviors, participation and development in the long run. 
This study aims to study the educational goals, settings and practices in an early childhood setting, a critical period of 
development with long-lasting implications. The implementation of certain curriculum programmes at Victoria Educational 
Organisation (VEO), an international private and independent nursery and kindergarten serving children aged one to six in 
Shanghai and Hong Kong and young children's learning processes will be examined and discussed, reflecting VEO's role 
and use of the Convention as a framework in advocating for children's rights in education and learning. 

No. 356   Respect, tolerance and identity. Work with interculturalism at the preschool Äventyret 
                Respeto, tolerancia e identidad. Trabajo con el interculturalismo en la preescuela Äventyret 
                Respect, tolérans et identité. Avec travail interculturel au jardin d´enfants Äventyret 
Antonio Rodriguez, Rikard Nero 

Äventyret is a preschool in Stockholm with 85 children between 1 and 6 years old and 15 teachers. One of our most 
important characteristics is the cosmopolitan group of children and teachers. In the whole preschool there are 25 different 
nationalities and 22 different languages. Within the group of teachers there is also a large variety of backgrounds 
regarding religion, sex, age, class, education, etc. So one of the most important objectives we have is how to work with a 
so diverse group, where everyone can meet in equal conditions, with respect and tolerance as an essential part of our 
daily activities. We work in a practical way with the concept interculturalism. This concept is a main part of our 
pedagogical mission and characterizes the Swedish curriculum for the preschool. On a local level interculturalism is a part 
of the language programme for Hässselby- Vällingby municipality and it´s defined as an interaction and integration 
between different cultures. 
In Äventyret the Interculturalism is mostly worked in the language area. Äventyret´s multilingual environment makes that 
the development of Swedish language learning and mother tongue are two areas that teachers´ work mainly has its focus 
on. 
The result of this work is that children are proud of their languages and culture and have come to develop an intercultural 
identity. This has made the children knowing that they are a part of Sweden and that Sweden is a part of them. 

No. 357   An evaluation of convention on the rights of the child in the system of turkish preschool education 
       Una evaluación de la convención sobre los derechos del niño en el sistema de educacion preescolar de turco 
               Une evaluation de la convention des droits de l'enfance dans le système scolaire de la maternelle turque 
SEDAT YAGCIOGLU, MEHMET TORAN 

This paper aims to explore the legal foundations and implementation procedures of preschool education curriculum in 
Turkey in the context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The paper provides an overview of the purposes and 
fundamental principles of preschool education in Turkey as well as the main goals of Turkish national education system. 
Administration of preschool education in Turkey is exposed to strict control mechanisms. The activities of teachers are 
monitored by inspectors every year on the grounds of the extent to which they comply with the aims of Turkish Ministry of 
National Education. This indicates that the teachers are obliged to obey the legal rules put by the Ministry. Nevertheless, it 
is argued that certain elements of the Turkish national education system in general and preschool education in particular 
contradict with several articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. General overview of Turkish national 
education system demonstrates that the children are, for the most part, being educated along nationalist lines which fail to 
recognize not only the cultural and social diversity among children but also their cultural and language rights. Furthermore, 
the reservations of Turkey on articles 17, 29 and 30 of the Convention point to the fact that the rights-violations in 
education in Turkey are particularly made in the early stages of childhood. This situation urges the adoption of a holistic 
approach towards international conventions in Turkey and the implementation of necessary legal regulations which would 
be democratic and human-centered in principle. 

 

III:20 Individual paper session      Thursday 16.00 – 17.30      Room: B3 316       No. 358-360 

No. 358   We start in preschool! - Building strategies for sustainable development in a municipality. 
Lena Bertilsson, Elisabeth Einarsson 

To increase preschool status as the first instance of lifelong learning two municipalities in Sweden (Kristianstad and 
Sölvesborg) have started a project financed of the European Social Fond. The projects aim is to develop the preschool 
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teachers knowledge about science and children's (1-6 years) learning. The preschool teachers got a special university 
course, including lectures about different scientific skills. The teachers at the University also visit the preschools and gave 
tutorial and feedback about their work with the children. The teachers have through the project developed their own 
experience in the field and work more consciously with science. Aware teachers focus on children's own experiences on 
scientific phenomena in their environment making them more interested in protecting their local environment. 
The municipality of Kristianstad has a Nature School, who works with in-service-training for the teachers. They also have 
the responsibility of the Ecoschools. With their support teachers awareness and interest of working with science has 
increased. During the project they have been a support and giving some preschools tutorial. After the project they will help 
the teachers to make networks and improve them to continue developing their teaching in science. Near the town centre 
of Kristianstad there is a biosphere area and in the autumn the municipality will inaugurate a visitors' centre, "Naturum", 
where there will be very comprehensive skills that the preschools will be able to receive. 
The presentation will show examples of how a municipality can build strategies for a sustainable development in early 
childhood education. 

No. 359   BUILDING PATHWAYS TO SUSTAINABILITY: an experience with children from the CONLESTE 
LOURDES DOS SANTOS ARGUETA 

This paper aims at presenting the results of the extension project on Environmental Education: the school building paths 
to sustainability, sponsored by Universidade Federal Fluminense in partnership with the Environment Education Center 
Gênesis. It is developed in the city of Niteroi, city member of the Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro and was second in 
the competition for Good Practices on Sustainability organized by UN-Habitat in 2009 
In the metropolitan area of Rio de Janeiro unsustainability is intense, especially in “exclusion clusters”, as is the case of 
Itaboraí. Such spaces have been multiplying in the urban area since the 80’s. They present a considerable deficit in 
relation to services and urban facilities, resulting in a population series of impacts, setting a framework for social and 
environmental problems that arise in the daily life of all people, but mostly, children, adolescents and young people. 
This picture of poverty and vulnerability has been fought through this program. 
General objective: 
To help ensure that children can participate in the process of overcoming the social and environmental problems and in 
the construction of sustainable societies, taking as reference the city Itaboraí 
Specific objectives: 
Create conditions for participants to gain awareness and sensitivity to the environment as a whole and to the problems 
related to it 
Encourage the acquisition of social values, strong emotional bonds to the environment and motivation for active 
participation for its protection and improvement. 
Promote the development of skills necessary to solve the social and environmental problems at local, regional, national 
and planetary levels 

No. 360   Education for sustainable development in ECEC in Russia: essence, problems, practice 
               Education au développement durable dans l'education préscolaire en Russie 
               Educación para el desarrollo sostenible en educación preescolar en Rusia 
Natalya Ryzhova 

The paper deals with the system of ESD-oriented environmental education in ECED, developed by the author, put into 
practice in every region of Russia and supported by the Federal Ministry of Education. These ideas form the core of the 
project "Nature And Us", implemented within the framework of the Decade for Sustainable development and is included 
into the joint pilot project by UNESCO and the Department of Education of Moscow. 
The author sees environmental education in interconnection with social, economic and cultural problems. Some ideas of 
sustainable development are adopted for children of every age and put into practice during experimental research in 
kindergartens. These ideas form the basis of the author's education program "Nature Is Our Home" and education 
technology for children from 2 to 7 years old, training courses for students and educators, books, DVD-movies for 
educators, books for children and parents. 
The paper states 6 components of environmental education in kindergartens: ESD principles in games, music, 
experiments etc; surrounding for child's development; involvement of parents; education of educators; evaluation of 
environment, social partnership. 
The author pays special attention to emotions towards nature, communication with nature, environmental literacy, safe 
behavior of children. The paper outlines the necessary change of anthropocentric to ecocentric paradigm in educational 
programs and methods. It was often found that parents already have a set of values which contradict sustainable 
development. The author tells how to involve educators, children and parents in common activity to develop common 
values. Theory is supported by practical cases. 
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Parallel session IV, Friday, 10.45 – 12.15 
 

IV:1 Invited session Friday 10:45 - 12:15 Room: BE 036   No. 401-404 

No. 401   The young child as citizen. Perspectives on learning and practicing care, responsibility and rights 

Solveig Hägglund 

Description of the title of the symposium 
Sustainability leans on competent citizens. Recent research on children, childhood and rights has critically examined the 
question of the child as a citizen with rights and whether there are particular considerations and challenges that should be 
made in contexts where children’s rights and citizenship are to be practiced. No single or simple answer on these 
questions is yet to be found, neither in research literature nor in practice. Generally speaking though, children are not 
excluded from the global project on creating a sustainable future. Their right to learn and develop is a means to involve 
them in this project. 
In this symposium we will present three perspectives on this theme. At first sight they may seem diverse as they bring up 
a broad spectrum of issues on learning in early childhood education contexts. However, taken together they present 
different entrances into the same field of enquiry, i.e. how may the child’s right to learn and develop be integrated with 
issues of sustainability. By presenting on-going and planned research focusing on learning caring values, outdoor 
education and mathematics for toddlers, our aim is to introduce a broad scope for integrated research on young children, 
rights and sustainability. 

No. 402   Limits of care: violating caring values. 
Solveig Hägglund, Annica Löfdahl 

A common element in discourses on human conditions of today is the emphasis on increasing individualization. The 
individual human being is expected to be responsible for her own development, education, health and well-being. In 
school and pre-school contexts this discourse may be seen as materialized through arrangements such as “individual 
work” and techniques for evaluating individual children’s learning and development over time (individuella 
utvecklingsplaner). When defining sustainability, the social dimension of the concept is regarded as an important 
ingredient. From such a perspective, we find it timely to raise the question whether and how early childhood education as 
an organized context for learning offers situations, spaces, relationships and activities that mediate care and concern for 
others’ and their well-being. The aim of the paper is to discuss and problematise this issue with particular focus on how 
caring values are produced, reproduced and challenged in daily social interactions in early childhood education contexts. 
We will use an empirical situation to illustrate our lines of reasoning. The example is drawn from an on-going study on 
social knowledge formation among children in Swedish pre-school groups and concerns how a group of 3-4 year old girls 
and boys arrange their play activities. The situation will serve as an example of how caring values may mould in early 
childhood education contexts. In our discussion we will bring forward what role power, mediating tools/artefacts, the 
absence of adults, and peer-group influence may play in such courses of development. 

No. 403   Outdoor play and learning. Children's rights and preschool teachers responsibility. 
Solveig Hägglund, Karin Engdahl 

This paper is based on an ethnographic study of children’s outdoor interaction in every day life in different pre-schools. 
The focus is on how the children, in their interactions with each other and with the pre-school teachers, negotiate their 
participation in individual and collective outdoor activities. These activities are important for the children’s mental health, 
development and learning. In outdoor activities, the children are not as bound by roles and restrictions as they normally 
are in indoor activities. Preschool children learn by interacting with other children and adults, but also by interacting with 
objects and natural material found in the environment. The physical environment can offer rich opportunities for children to 
explore new discoveries and ways of expressing themselves. However, the conditions for interaction, play and learning 
vary between different preschools. In this paper I will present results from different preschools in different municipalities. 
There are observations indicating that some teachers were uninvolved and did not interact with the children in their 
outdoor investigations and movements. These teachers often missed play intentions and explorations of objects and 
materials. Also, they tended to intervene in the children’s play and limited their interactions and creativity. Other teachers 
seemed to be more engaged and were more attentive to the children’s voices and initiatives. They showed more 
willingness to engage the children in the environment and to maximize their learning opportunities. 

No. 404   Mathematics for the very young. Discourses on the right to learn and the task to teach. 
Solveig Hägglund, Karin Franzen 

The aim of the study presented here is to investigate what meanings are described to mathematics for the youngest 
children in the Swedish preschool. According to international assessments Swedish children in general have insufficient 
knowledge of mathematics. Studies also show that despite the fact that girls achieve good results in primary school, they 
lose interest when they get older. These data have caused the Swedish government to support further education in 
mathematics for practicing preschool teachers. A rewriting of the national curriculum to strengthen the role of mathematics 
in preschool is also suggested. Most preschool children aged 1-3 are in special toddler groups. What then, might 
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mathematics for these children be? This question is framed by a concern for the youngest children's rights to learn and 
develop in general and, more specifically, a wish to find out what discourses are involved when the young child 
encounters mathematics in early childhood education practice. The planned study which will be presented here, aims to 
find out what discursive rules frame the way preschool teachers talk about and act as teachers in relation to mathematical 
activities and the toddler as learner of mathematics. Mathematics for toddlers as described in state and local documents 
and mathematics in children's own activities will also be considered. Empirical data will be based on interviews and 
observations related to children's activities and the teachers' work and on the content in state and local documents. 

 

IV:2 Invited session Friday 10:45 - 12:15 Room: AK2 137  No. 405-409 

No. 405   Sharing Paths  

Johanna Einarsdottir 

The aim of this project is to create a strong and equal partnership between preschool and primary school and to promote 
educational continuity in early childhood education. Theoretical background of the study is Dewey’s views on continuity in 
children’s learning and experiences (Dewey, 1938) and the ecological perspective of Bronfenbrenner (1979). A 
collaborative action research (Wagner, 1997) was conducted by researchers at the university of Iceland and teachers in 
three preschools and three primary schools in Reykjavík. The purpose of action research in schools is to develop and 
improve practice. Teachers who participate in action research focus on changing and improving their own practices. New 
methods that are developed in part by the teachers themselves are tested. Records are made of the actions that are taken, 
and data is gathered and analyzed throughout the study period (Koshy, 2008; McNiff, Lomax, & Whitehead, 2003). 
Informed consent was gained from parents and teachers and the researchers were given permission to present the results. 
The children also gave their consent for individual activities. In this project the preschool teachers and primary school 
teachers were enabled to work together in order to develop a unified approach and a common understanding of education 
that could be adopted within both educational levels. The participants also developed and tried out methods that were 
suitable for both school levels and formed continuity between them. The different activities and ideas will be written up and 
published in a manual for other teachers to use. 

No. 406   Early literacy in transition from preschool to primary school: A comparative view of the practices of 
preschool and Grade 1 teachers 
Kalliope Vrinioti, Irene Sivropoulou 

The present work examines, from a comparative standpoint, a project involving collaboration between two groups of 
preschool (“feeders”) and primary school (“receivers”) teachers. The project’s main object was the shared development of 
a unified approach (“inter-connecting curricula in early literacy”) within the framework of the wider goal of achieving 
continuity during the transition from preschool to primary school level. 
The practices followed by three preschool teachers and two Grade 1 teachers to approach their common objective were 
examined under actual conditions for each collaboration. These practices were studied on the basis of video-tapes (of 
early literacy transition activities) which each teacher developed, and on the basis of the diary maintained by each teacher 
for this purpose. 
Materials (context indicators, literacy indicators) developed within the framework of the Comenius-project: Early Years 
Transition Programme served as the common starting-point for the cooperation. 
It would seem that the practices applied by each teacher to achieve her goal are influenced by (a) the possibilities and 
limitations of the curriculum of each class, and especially by the complex context within which each teacher is called upon 
to implement the curriculum; (b) the teachers’ personal beliefs about children’s development, education, and learning. 
The lack of a common understanding by the teachers at these two levels concerning the key notions appeared to form a 
powerful impediment to development of an inter-connected approach to early literacy. 

No. 407   Embracing early literacy indicators: A socio-cultural story? 
Stig Broström, Ole Henrik Hansen, Anders Skriver Jensen 

This paper examines early literacy as a question of how to use indicators to conceptualize a connection between play-
oriented activities in preschool and the formal reading and writing activities in primary school. Rooted in findings from the 
EASE project, this paper is drawing on Carr’s (2001) Learning Story approach to documentation, continuing the 
movement towards a new paradigm in ECEC sketched by Broström (2006). Theoretical background of the study is a socio 
cultural approach to early literacy (Gee, 2008; Kress, 1997; Street, 1995). The drafting of the indicators was carried out in 
an action research inspired way. The teachers participating in the study was brought in to reflect on and try out various 
versions. The research was carried out with attention to democratic values as practitioners where involved in reflections 
on the research aims and methods. Voluntary informed consent was obtained from the participating practitioners and the 
families of the participating children. The paper argues that early literacy indicators can be problematic. Indicators can 
narrow down the pedagogical practices, as practitioners (and parents) might overly focus on the indicators being ‘fulfilled’, 
moving down the path of ‘mechanistic pedagogy’. On the same time the practitioners expressed a need to somehow be 
able to identify early literacy if it was not the common sense reading and writing activities. The paper concludes by 
addressing practical implications (should every child get the same amount of learning stories?) as well as policy (how to 
prevent that indicators live a totalizing life on their own?) 
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No. 408   To transfer ’learning stories’ into literacy didactics 
Elisabeth Mellgren, Ingrid Pramling Samuelsson 

It is a challenge for teachers in early childhood services, pre-school classes and primary school to create an environment 
that stimulates early literacy, an environment with rich opportunities for language practice of all kinds. We assume that 
children are competent and creative and generate meaning by talking, listening, communicating by pictures and texts/ 
reading and writing. (Bruner, 1996; Hall, 2003; Heard, 1989; Heath, 1983; Gee, 2002; Kress 1997, 2000, 2003). The 
learner’s perspective is in focus and the distinction of the act of learning and the object of learning as an internal relation 
between the learner and the world around them (Pramling Samuelsson & Asplund-Carlsson, 2008). In this perspective the 
EASE project, we will pay attention to children's participation and knowledge-building in connection with language 
practices in different situations of interaction, expressions, awareness of the structure of language, using graphic symbols 
and interpretation by using the concept of ‘learning story’ (Carr, 2001). This means that we transfer the more holistic and 
personal development approach of ‘learning stories’ into a more didactical approach with focus on the acts and objects of 
learning in early literacy. 

No. 409   A seamless transition or an oasis to rest in? The children’s pictures of the Swedish preschool class 
Helena Ackesjö 

In Sweden, children’s transition from preschool to compulsory school is made through the preschool class. This study 
aims to highlight this Swedish transition zone through the eyes of the children. What is focused in the preschool class from 
the children’s point of view? 
The children have been painting pictures of their days in the preschool class. The focus of analysis is what the children 
chose to highlight as central in the pedagogic practice. The pictures are therefore seen as communicative narratives. 
Through the pictures the children represent and communicate their experiences of the world. Ten preschool classes 
participated in the study, and a total of 172 pictures were analyzed. 
Over half of the pictures showed playing children and included (free) play both indoors and outdoors, pictures that 
describes the preschool class as an “oasis to rest in” between preschool and school. Yet another extensive category was 
outlined, that showed different types of learning and education foremost in activities as circle time. 
The result shows that the pictures reflect the preschool class as a playful child-centred educational practice at the 
crossroads between preschool and compulsory school. My conclusion is that the preschool class may be just a seamless 
transition from preschool to compulsory school, with both “formal” schooling and playful learning. 

 

IV:3 Invited Session  Friday 10:45 - 12:15 Room: AK2 136  No. 410 

ESD Grant Presentations II 
EDS Beca Presentaciones II 
EDD Bourse Présentations II 

Ingrid Engdahl 

Four of the awarded projects will be presented during this seminar: 
"Early Years ESD - A case study of children's centre", Kimberley Smith, England 
"Ecological project - Peaceful Place", Anna Wróbel and OMEP,  Poland 
"Working together - Acting together World Environment Day", Theodora Avgeri, Greece 
"The Polar Bear Project", Agapi Liapaki, Greece. 
The overall aim of the competition was to collect inspiring and instructive examples from practitioners all over the world on 
Education for Sustainable Development among young children, from birth to eight years. 
OMEP strives to enhance the awareness among children and teachers about sustainable development and to collect 
methods linked to the everyday world of young children. Empowered children and their teachers with confidence and 
action competence may address sustainability challenges in their own teaching and learning environments. 
Jury Members are OMEP World President, OMEP Sweden President, representatives of SWEDESD (Swedish 
International Centre of Education for Sustainable Development) and GMV (Centre for Environment and Sustainability) and 
professor John Siraj Blatchford, UK. 

 

IV:4 Self organised symposium Friday 10:45 - 12:15 Room: BE 014       No. 411-415 

No. 411   The Reform and Development of Early Education in China: Growing in the Throes of Innovation 
Aihua Hua, Wei Yao, Jin Huang 

With its development, early education in China has encountered favorite opportunities, challenges and frustrations. The 
researchers focuses on the following aspects in elaboration of status quo and problems:(1) The status of children's play in 
the reform of China's kindergarten curricula. Three problems emerge in the kindergarten curricula, reflecting the 
contradiction between teachers' cognition and practical operation of children's play. (2) The reform and reflection of 
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practice in mathematics education in China. The implementation of thematic-structural curriculum brings about 
controversial issues, concerning how to effectively integrate the inherent logic systems of subjects and the structural 
sequences with the theme experience, to the kindergarten mathematics education. (3) Art education and cultivation of 
children's creativity in the background of China's culture. Researchers have found that it is possible to implement 
innovative art education with Chinese cultural characteristics by multiple approaches. (4) The research 
of effectiveness of children's portfolio assessment in the mainland of China. Researchers have revealed some problems: 
too much emphasis on the immediate benefits, the lack of participation and use of portfolio assessment by children and 
their parents, and the loose connection between assessment information and education process. 

No. 412   The position of play in the reform of China's kindergarten curricula 
Aihua Hua, Yunfei Ji, Xiurong Gu 

In recent years, the greatest breakthrough in China's kindergarten curriculum reform has been the recognition of the value 
of children's play in the development of children and setting up play as the basic activity in kindergartens in the form of 
legislation. However, three different kinds of practice emerge in the play arrangement of kindergarten curricula, which 
reflect the change of and the contradiction between teachers' cognition and practical operation of play. The first kind of 
practice is combing play and teaching. That is, teachers put many structured "play" materials in play centers for the 
objectives of teaching, or let children "play" many group games under their direct instruction. The second one is totally 
separating play and teaching. And the last one is to regard play itself as a course of children's learning. What teachers 
need to do is to create the environment and support children's play. In this research, those kinds of practice will be 
discussed and analyzed in detail. 

No. 413   The reform and reflection of practice in mathematics education in China 
Jin Huang, Zhihong Zuo 

As an important part of preschool curriculum, the mathematics education in Chinese kindergarten has experienced 
tremendous changes and developments during the past three decades. Especially in the context of the national curriculum 
reform, preschool mathematics education in China has undergone a significant transformation in various aspects, such as 
pedagogic conception, objective, structure of content, presentation form, environment setting, relationship between 
teachers and children, etc. Besides, it emphasizes more on the connection with and the application to children's real life. It 
also pays more attention to scenario-based learning and communication. However, at the same time, the implementation 
of the integrated and theme-based curriculum has brought some controversial issues which the researcher will also reflect 
on here: how to effectively integrate the inherent logic system and the structural sequences of this subject with children's 
theme-based experience, school readiness and the construction of the standards for the mathematical development of 
preschool children, the cultivation of teachers' pedagogical content knowledge, ect. 

No. 414   Education and cultivation of children's creativity in the background of China's culture 
Jie Zhang, Ting Ruan 

The traditional preschool education in China attached much importance to teaching children knowledge and skills. Even in 
the art education, teachers also hoped children could command some basic skills through the course of learning. But 
during the education reform in the past twenty years, preschool teachers in China have invested much energy in 
promoting children's creativity. By borrowing some ideas from western educational theories and practice, researchers and 
teachers have noticed that if teachers want to scaffold children's creative experiences and ability, teachers should step 
back to allow children to pursue their own interests and exploration. In contrast, teaching children too much may crush 
children's creativity. In recent years, researches and teachers have happily found that it is also effective to implement 
such innovative education in the background of Chinese culture. However, the research shows that some problems are 
also emerging at the same time. Through reflection on those problems, it is urged that while absorbing some core abroad 
notions of what creativity is and how it should be produced in young children, creativity education in Chinese preschools 
should also value highly some indigenous ideas and practices, and not be in a rush to replace them. That is, hybrid 
approaches may lead to a more exciting and effective creativity education in China. 

No. 415   The research on the effectiveness of children's portfolio assessment in China 
Wei Yao 

Children's portfolio assessment has been carried out in many kindergartens in China in recent years. By conducting 
observation and a questionnaire survey, researchers has found some existing problems in the implementation of 
children's portfolio assessment in current kindergartens: too much emphasis on the short-term effects, the lack of 
children's and parents' participation in portfolio assessment and utilization, the loose connection between assessment 
information and education process. How to improve the effectiveness of children's portfolio assessment remains an issue 
of concern for researchers. 
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IV:5 Individual paper session     Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B1 113 No. 416-418 

No. 416   Nigerian Private School Owners’ Knowledge, Attitude and Commitment to Education for Sustainable 
Development at Preschool Level of Education 
HANNAH OLUBUNMI AJAYI 

Education for sustainable development (ESD) is a concept that is globally advocated. There is disagreement on the 
definition, however, three components have been agreed on to be the major focus namely, environment, society and 
economy. They have been linked to human well- being and should be accorded unreserved attention. In the light of this, 
each country has been given the free hand to interpret and implement based on cultural and political inclination. However, 
education is unanimously taken as a strong tool towards the implementation. If education would therefore aid in achieving 
sustainable development, the knowledge of a major education providers in Nigeria -the private school owners- on the 
concept is of paramount importance as this would influence the attitude and commitment to its practice hence this study. 
The following objectives were stated (i) examine the knowledge and attitude of private school owners on ESD; (ii) 
determine the nature of their commitment to ESD at preschool level; and (iii) consider the demographic variables of 
private school owners to ESD. The study adopted survey design. The target audience was private school owners in the 
south western Nigeria. Four hundred formed the sample size selected through simple randomization. School Owners-ESD 
Questionnaire (SO-ESDQ) was used for data collection. The result therefore indicated a low knowledge of the target 
audience on ESD. It also affected their attitude and commitment to it. However, the result showed willingness of the 
respondents to being committed to the programme in the best interest of the human well-being. Recommendations were 
given. 

No. 417   Impacts of climate change on young children 
                Impactos del cambio climático en los niños pequeños 
                Impacts du changement climatique sur les jeunes enfants 
Louise Zimanyi 

Climate change can no longer be regarded simply as an “environmental problem”. It is a human development issue that 
threatens to undermine the global socio-economic system. Children on all continents and in all nations, regions, 
communities and groups will be affected, but some will be worse off than others. The changes we are witnessing are 
largely human-induced, and we can do something about them. The cost of tackling climate change is affordable and will 
cost an average of 0.12% of annual global GDP in the period up to 2030 (IPCC). These costs are significantly lower than 
the cost of the damage that will result from unmitigated climate changes. 
Strategic intervention includes a process of ‘re-programming’ - the adjustment to a paradigm shift, the awareness of a new 
dimension through which to understand a changed reality. 
1. Children born today must participate and learn to act in their own interests as they grow into adulthood, into a world 
impacted by climate change. 
2. Anticipation of climate change effects has become a critical driver in the way we think about programming and what we 
prioritise. 
3. Sub regional programming is essential to build response and planning capacity across countries. 
4. Strategic inter-agency partnerships need to be forged with Climate Change Scientists and Environmental Agencies 
5. Advocacy interventions with governments have to now address the need to respond to the causes and impacts of 
climate change as part of the process of improving the situation of children. 

No .418   PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION IN SINGAPORE: ENHANCING QUALITY THROUGH POLICY AND PRACTICE 
CHING TING TAN 

The pre-school landscape in Singapore is a diverse one where parents can choose from a variety of operators and 
programmes according to their preferences and needs. Under the existing policy framework, pre-school education is not 
compulsory and is provided entirely by the private sector. Instead of mandating pre-school education for all, the Ministry of 
Education aims to target its efforts in areas which would give the greatest leverage on raising the quality of pre-school in 
order to achieve desired educational outcomes. Besides providing an overview of the pre-school landscape in Singapore, 
this presentation aims to discuss the approach adopted in promoting quality pre-school education by drawing examples 
from recent key policies and practices. 

 

IV:6 Individual paper session     Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: AK2 134       No. 419-421 

EN ESPAÑOL – this session will be held in SPANISH 

No. 419   Aproximación didáctica al tratamiento que recibe la lectura en el aula de Infantil y Primaria. 
               Didactic approach to the treatment of the reading in the Infant and Primary Classroom. 
               Approche didactique pour le traitement de la lecture chez l'enfant et de la Première Classe. 
José Quintanal-Diaz, Martinez Gonzalez Maria De Codes, Trillo Miravalles Maria Paz, García Domingo Begoña 
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Ante el problema que destaca el informe PISA acerca de la posición que ocupan nuestros alumnos en el tema de Lectura, 
decidimos analizar las acciones que se desarrollan desde la escuela para dar una respuesta efectiva a dicha cuestión. 
Para ello, y a través del uso como red de campo de un numeroso grupo de estudiantes de Magisterio que realizan sus 
prácticas en las aulas de distintos Centros de Educación Infantil y Primaria de la Comunidad de Madrid, aplicamos un 
cuestionario al profesorado que desarrolla la enseñanza (y la práctica) de la lectura, para conocer la realidad de la 
didáctica de la misma en nuestra Comunidad Autónoma y, con ello, permitirnos determinar con claridad cuál puede ser el 
origen del problema. La conclusión del análisis de las respuestas, nos lleva a concluir que éste, precisamente, no radica 
en la experimentación de prácticas recreativas, que se aplican y con suma frecuencia, sino en la falta de aplicación de 
metodologías que contribuyan a favorecer el mejor desarrollo de la comprensión lectora de nuestros estudiantes de los 
ciclos iniciales. 

No. 420   Equidad en la educación de los niños pequeños. Las dimensiones de la crianza 
                Equity in the education of the under three children. Child rearing's dimensions. 
                L'equité dans l'education des enfants les plus petits. Les dimensions d'élever des enfants. 
Marcela Pérez 

El concepto de crianza ha adquirido amplia influencia en el debate actual respecto al perfil pedagógico-didáctico de las 
instituciones educativas destinadas a los niños menores de 3 años. 
La crianza, como proceso educativo característico de los niños pequeños, es considerada en general como una práctica 
hogareña, localizada en el ámbito privado, desplegada por el núcleo familiar y su abordaje se reduce a la dimensión 
psicoafectiva. 
En este trabajo se presentan la dimensión política, económica, social y cultural de las acciones educativas desarrolladas 
en el ámbito doméstico en relación a los niños pequeños. 
El objetivo es ampliar y complejizar la mirada sobre la escena de crianza familiar con el propósito de contribuir al debate 
respecto a las prácticas educativas institucionales y su relación con las prácticas familiares. La posición que se sustenta 
es que el respeto al derecho a la educación de los niños pequeños, requiere que las instituciones establezcan relaciones 
de complementariedad y no de continuidad con las prácticas de crianza familiares, desarrollando una propuesta 
pedagógico-didáctica autónoma. 

No. 421   Valores para el desarrollo sostenible en la normativa española sobre educación infantil en aragón 
Values for sustainable development in Spanish law on children's education in aragón 
Valeurs pour le développement durable en loi espagnole sur la scolarisation des enfants en aragon 
Eduardo García-Esteban, María Angeles Murga-Menoyo 

En esta comunicación nos preguntamos sobre la pertinencia de la legislación educativa española para hacer frente al 
desafío de la educación para el desarrollo sostenible. El trabajo analiza la Orden de 28 de marzo de 2008 por la que se 
aprueba el actual curriculum de Educación Infantil para la Comunidad Autónoma de Aragón (España), para constatar su 
coherencia con el modelo de educación para el desarrollo sostenible que defiende UNESCO en el documento para la 
implementación de la Década de Naciones Unidas por la Educación para el Desarrollo Sostenible 2005-14. 
En primer lugar, se ha revisado éste último documento para identificar en él los principios y valores que reconoce como 
propios del modelo educativo que trata de promover. A continuación, y con igual propósito, ha sido diseccionado el texto 
de la Orden reguladora. Posteriormente, se ha realizado un análisis comparativo de ambos documentos. 
Ha quedado patente que no existe ninguna discrepancia que impida llevar a cabo una educación para el desarrollo 
sostenible en las escuelas de la Comunidad Autónoma de Aragón. Bien al contrario, en el marco legal vigente se recogen 
algunas prescripciones que también son exigencias insoslayables de la educación para el desarrollo sostenible. Entre 
ellas: la función explícita que se asigna a la educación de promover en niños y niñas el conocimiento del medio ambiente 
natural, social y cultural; la aceptación y respeto de la diversidad, atendiendo las necesidades específicas de apoyo 
educativo, a la vez que a la compensación de desigualdades y la cohesión social. 

IV:7 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B1 114       No. 422-424 

En ESPAÑOL – this session will be held in SPANISH  

No. 422   El fracaso escolar en menores bajo medidas de protección. Nuevas perspectivas 
               The scholastic failure in minors under protection measures. New perspectives 
               L'echec scolaire dans plus petits sous des mesures de protection. Nouvelles perspectives 
Gracia Sanchez, Raul Lopez 

La presentación analizará los factores que provocan tan alto porcentaje de fracaso escolar de los menores sobre los que 
se ha dictado una orden de protección, bajo la cual entran a formar parte de recursos institucionales, o familias de 
acogida u otros. 
La ruptura del núcleo familiar y la inclusión en un recurso protector, así como la necesidad de adaptarse rápidamente a 
nuevos entornos escolares, hacen surgir problemáticas conductuales, disruptivas en el contexto del aula, y que 
enmascaran un daño emocional al que dan salida, sobre todo, contra sus iguales. 
Falta de aceptación de normas, ruptura emocional, desorganización del apego, … son algunos factores que los 
profesionales de la educación han de tener en cuenta cuando estos menores irrumpen en la dinámica escolar. Durante la 
presentación se explorarán estos factores y se proporcionarán pautas para profesores que pueden ayudar en estos 
casos 
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No. 423   Desarrollo y aprendizaje temprano desde el Centro de Salud 
                Early childhood development and learning in the health center 
                Developpement et Apprentissage des jeunes enfants dans le centre de sante. 
Valeria Saavedra Medina, María Olvido Bahamondez 

Surge en el año 1994 como Proyecto de atención educativa interdisciplinaria e interinstitucional, iniciativa de la Región de 
Magallanes y Antártica Chilena en coordinación con el Servicio de Salud Regional, Universidad de Magallanes y Junta 
Nacional de Jardines Infantiles. Esta modalidad educativa está diseñada para niños de 0 a 3 años, sus familias y 
embarazadas que presenten riesgo socio – ambiental. El objetivo fundamental es potenciar el rol educativo de la familia 
con el propósito de favorecer el desarrollo psicomotor de los párvulos. Esta propuesta fue diseñada para ser ejecutada 
por un/a educadora de párvulos inserta en el programa infantil del centro de salud e inicialmente con alumnas en práctica 
de la Universidad de Magallanes. A 10 años de su aplicación logra ampliarse a once regiones del país con un total de 63 
centros de atención y una cobertura de 5.759 niños/as cuyo objetivo es “Dar respuesta al derecho del niño/a a una 
educación oportuna y pertinente desde el nacimiento, potenciando el desarrollo infantil con la prevención de retrasos en 
su desarrollo. Su metodología se sustenta en la pedagogía de trabajo entre adultos y se operacionaliza articulando 
espacios educativos como, Sesión educativa individual al niño y su familia en el centro de salud, complementado con 
manual de apoyo, encuentros pedagógicos grupales con adultos y visitas educativas al hogar. La evaluación realizada al 
programa permitió que en el año 2008 formara parte del “Sistema Nacional de Protección Social, Chile Crece Contigo” 

No. 424   Foro Infantil Juvenil del Pantanal Sur Matogrosense: Desarrollo y Sustentabilidad. 
                Le forum juvénile de l'enfance du Pantanal Sur Matogrosense: Developpement et durabilité. 
                Forum Infants and Youth of the Pantanal Sul Matogrossense: Development andsustainability 
Adelma Galeano 

Son muchos los desafíos cuando procura direccionarse la visión para la mejora de las condiciones de vida en el mundo. 
Uno de ellos es relativo a los cambios de actitud en la interacción como patrimonio básico para la vida humana: medio 
ambiente. Es de consenso entre educadores del mundo entero la importancia del proceso educacional como proposición 
básica de interacción al medio y la transformación del mismo. Los alumnos pueden tener un excelente currículo escolar, 
óptimas notas, así mismo pueden realizar acciones dañinas, ya sea porque no perciben la extensión de esas acciones, o 
porque no se sienten responsables por el mundo en que viven. La escuela debe, incorporar desde la educación infantil la 
cuestión ambiental como temas transversales. Pero lo que se observa es que la mayoría de esos procesos no tienen la 
participación del alumno como agente transformador y capaz de influenciar en las políticas de intervención ambiental. Así, 
el Colegio Objetivo, desarrolla por más de ocho años el Foro, con el propósito de colocar nuestros niños y jóvenes como 
idealizadores, interventores, capaces de crear reglas para tratar mejor al medio ambiente. Participan del Foro 250 niños y 
adolescentes. Este año la pesquisa versará sobre los temas: fauna, flora, plantas medicinales, peces y ríos. La etapa 
preparatoria es realizada por medio de pesquisas, visitas in locu, conferencias y producción escrita a cada 15 días. La 
segunda etapa es la realización del Foro, presentando el resultado de todas las pesquisas realizadas por los alumnos, 
incluso alumnos de escuelas públicas. 

 

IV:8 Individual paper session     Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: BE 015      No. 425-427 

No. 425   Inclusion and Early Literacy 
                La inclusión y la alfabetización temprana 
                L'inclusion et l'alphabétisation précoce 
Anders Skriver Jensen 

Learning to read and write is a matter of developing a sense of who you are becoming - a matter of identity. This paper 
explores possible connections between inclusion (Madsen, 2005; UNESCO, 1994) and early literacy using data from the 
EASE project - a recently finished research project on early literacy and transition from preschool to school. It seeks to 
open up new ethical and pedagogical spaces for researching and teaching early literacy within a social pedagogy 
framework (Broström, 2006; OECD, 2001, 2006). Drawing on a socio-cultural understanding of early literacy (Gee, 2008; 
Kress, 1997; Street, 1995), bringing in the concept of recognition (Honneth, 2003, 2006) and perspectives from the 
Deleuzo-Guattarian conceptual palette (Deleuze & Guattari, 1983, 1996), the paper analyses literacy events (Gee, 2008; 
Heath, 1982) to illustrate key points. Data has been collected using a customized version of the Learning Story 
documentation tool (Carr, 2005). The paper argues that inclusive early childhood education practice and policy needs to 
go beyond 'breaking the reading code' and the underlying binary thinking of able/unable. It concludes by suggesting that 
stakeholders in early literacy must recognize promoters and barriers for inclusion and commit themselves to the 
transformation of early literacy practice through a new agenda that emphasizes meaning making, recognition and social 
change. 

No. 426   Early language and thought 
                Précoce des langues et de la pensée 
                Principios de lenguaje y el pensamiento 
Ole Henrik Hansen 
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This paper present a multi-scientific language-concept, conceiving the language-construction of the child aged 0 to 3 
years, as complexities between instincts, intersubjective distance, thought, matter, culture and policy (Barad, 2007, 
Burman, 2008, de Haan & Gunnar, 2009). 
It is a presumption that language is a consequence of the child’s natural, ontogenetic needs. And the paper argues that 
language exist as biological entities, contextualized in cultural codes, due to neural resonance phenomenon’s and multi-
modal perception. Face-mimic and prosodic tone of voices reveals emotions, intentions, mental images and attention, as 
‘a view from within’ - in other words - thoughts. 
It is a presumption that the child’s ability to think, do not depend on the ability to verbal language, but more so on the 
capacity to distance one self from the world. This distance emerge through affective intersubjectivity. And it is in the 
context of intersubjectivity, the child comes to discover what it means to anchor meanings in symbolic vehicles of thought. 
To outline that, it is vital to deconstruct the simultaneous correlation between body, brain and context. 
It is an effort to extend knowledge in a multi-disciplinary frame, conducting the academic freedom and maintaining the 
legitimacy of diverse paradigms, recognizing the quality and distinctive character of the theories involved. 
The paper suggest that children’s agency and the neuronal component that constitutes the self are socio-cultural 
conditioned and, as such, they can show remarkably divergent characteristics depending on the environments in which 
they are engaged. 

No. 427   Writing to Read. Playful computer writing (5-9 years 
Arne Trageton 

Computer research in school/preschool focus on media consumption. Few study production of computer writing among 5-
9 year olds. Almost none combine with play and creativity research. 
Problem: Will playful computer writing and delayed handwriting to grade 3 give better writing results? Especially for boys? 
Action research in 14 classes in Norway, Denmark, Finland and Estonia 1999-2002, showed that the 6 year olds easily 
learned writing/reading through playful computer writing. Traditional textbooks became unnecessary, but school library 
was important. They produced own textbooks by playing “Authors”, “Publishing house” and “Newspaper office”. In grade 3 
they composed more complicated books in different genres and advanced newspapers. The writing stimulated intensive 
reading, and was especially profitable for boys. 
This development is documented by 7500 texts and 60 edited videos. In tests after 3 years, computer classes showed 
higher quality in composing fairy tale and factual prose than handwriting classes, significant on p>0.001 level. Surprisingly, 
also the handwriting tests showed significant higher quality in the computer classes on p>0.001 level, in spite of the 
delayed handwriting and much shorter exercise time. The results may lead to radical changes in literacy learning. 
The strategy now spreads to hundreds of schools in Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Finland. A textbook for teacher 
education (Trageton 2003) is translated to Danish, Swedish, Finnish. 25 master degrees and 2 doctoral studies are tiny 
beginnings of further research. Comparative research in 6-8 countries would be interesting. Preschools in the Nordic 
countries also use this playful strategy for 3-5 year olds. 

 

IV:9 Individual paper session     Friday 10:45 - 12:15     Room: B1 116       No. 428-430 

No. 428   Culture of growing up between tradition and modernity (Me ñimurje, Croatia) 
                Cultura de crecer entre la tradición y la modernidad (Me ñimurje, Croacia) 
                Culture de grandir entre la tradition et la modernité (Me ñimurje, Croatie) 
Adrijana Visnjic Jevtic, Slavica Basic 

Through history nations guarded their heritage by celebrating traditional solemnities, and with that guarded and 
transferred culture of one nation to future generations. The influence of modern discoveries and the modern way of life 
have brought new values which have in some aspects suppressed traditional values. Preschool institutions are places 
where children from different religious, national and social family surroundings meet. This puts a great challenge before 
preschool institutions – to unite all child experiences into one common, which will include and respect all of the previously 
acquired. The institutional form of upbringing can influence the conservation of tradition because of respect of every 
child’s individuality – by letting children to enrich social interactions with their cultural and social heritage. Preschool 
institution is an institution in which, by following the rhythm of the calendar year, all solemnities can be included and used 
as a influence for new activities which are important for the child to get a feeling of belonging – to a group of peers, a 
nation or a homeland. Feeling of belonging is an important link in a social and emotional development of a child. A child is 
a resident of the world, and as a one it has to meet cultural values which have an universal message. For it to be more 
successful in it, it has to first know the values of the surroundings it is growing up in. Institutes of early and preschool 
upbringing have to be the link which joins tradition and the modern way of life. 

No. 429   Preschool Children's understanding of whole and halves 
                Comprensión de niños en edad preescolar de todo y mitades 
                Preschool Children's compréhension de l'ensemble et moitiés 
Mona Holmqvist, Charlotte Tullgren 

Research on learning has shown the importance of the learner’s possibilities to discern what differs as well as what is 
similar when meeting new phenomena. But how does this kind of understanding develop when young children try to 
understand their environment in natural settings? The results of Tolschinsky’s research (2003) about young children’s 
understanding of numbers and letters before being taught are considered in this study. Tolchinsky’s results showed that 
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children can separate cards that can be read from those which can not be read. In this study the point of departure is 
variation theory, and Tolchinsky’s results are seen through the perspective of what children do discern, what they discern 
simultaneously and what kind of variation they seem to need to discern. The aim in this study is to describe how children 
understand the concepts whole, halves and quarters. Three children aged four, five and six years old have been 
interviewed before, during and after a playful instruction about the topic. The results show how children understand the 
phenomenon and what implications this can have concerning their future learning. Due to one of the results, the children 
understand halves as halves as long as both halves are visible, but as soon as one half disappears the remaining 
becomes a whole as it is one piece and not two previously connecting to each other. 

No. 430   Sustainable development and mathematical learning in Korean pre-schools 
                El desarrollo sustentable y el aprendizaje de las matemáticas en centros pre-escolares Coreanos 
                Le dévelopment durable et l’apprentissage des mathématiques dans l’école préscolaire Coréen 
Kwi-Ok Nah 

In the Republic of Korea, learning mathematics is regarded as important for the growth and development of an industrial 
society. However, the rapid industrial development of the last three decades and thus, emphasis on learning for economic 
and global competition has resulted in a number of issues concerning the education of young children. 
One of them is the influence of traditional ways of thinking on how young children learn and the extent to which learning in 
general, and mathematical learning in particular is related to the traditional Korean thinking that the entire universe is 
interconnected and that the whole is not just the sum of its parts. Thus, how children learn and are being taught in a 
respectful manner is relevant for a sustainable society and for young children as the future citizens in a challenged country. 
This study explores how children learn mathematics in Korea and the extent to which such ways allows for success in 
mathematical learning. In so doing, it uses qualitative methodologies through classroom observation of practice and 
interviews with teachers of selected preschools in Metropolitan Seoul. It uses a purposive sampling strategy since the 
Korean part of the study forms part of a greater comparative study of practice between Western and Korean counterparts 
The study also addresses the views of teachers and their discourses of teaching and learning in the Korean context. It 
extends to their understandings and construction of theories of practice for mathematic education in the new curriculum 
guidance in Korea. 

 

IV:10 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B1 132      No. 431-433 

No. 431   The equal status of infants and young children: construction and realization of an ideal 
Inger Marie Lindboe 

The ideal of equal status is fundamental to the idea of citizenship as well as to the right of participation. It is also a 
significant value in early childhood education. Still, it is an unsettled value as regards infants and young children. In 
society at large, young children are often marginalized. In recent years the growing focus on the right of participation of 
children in day-care centers has made visible several challenges as to the participation of children aged 1-3. Equal status 
is maintained in both legislation and early childhood education in Norway, but there is little awareness as to the question 
of how this equality may be realized in relation to infants and young children. This paper aims to examine the following 
questions: - What does equal status really imply in relation to infants and young children? - How may equality be 
construed in order to include, not marginalize, this group ? - In what ways can early childhood education contribute to the 
elucidation of these questions, in order to develop and take care of children's rights and their place and role in a 
democratic society? Equal status may be established in various ways. This paper shows how philosophical and 
theological anthropology and ethical perspectives can contribute to a conception of equality which is able to include 
infants, and thus challenge traditional understandings of equality. 

No. 432   Research and production of knowledge about gender and early childhood education in Brazil. 
                Investigación y producción de conocimientos sobre género y educación infantil en Brasil. 
                Recherche et production de connaissances sur genre dans l'education de la petite enfance au Brésil. 
Ana Lúcia Goulart de Faria, Daniela FINCO 

The present work aims at describing and analyzing current research on childhood education research (first stage in 
Brazilian basic education), which studies gender relationships between 0-6 year old boys and girls in day care centers and 
pre-schools; relationships among the children as well as between children and the predominantly female professionals 
that work with the children as well as the power relationships among adults in every day life inside these institutions. 
This investigation builds on the framework provided by research carried out with little children who attend public collective 
environments, which regards boys and girls as interlocutors in research as well as agents in social and cultural 
construction. This work also brings an overview of this research, offering a critical description of childhood conditions 
experienced by Brazilian boys and girls. In this way, it seeks to enable the elaboration of a research agenda as well as of 
public policies in childhood education geared towards overcoming sexism in education and gender inequalities, 
contemplating diverse possibilities for the expression of feminities and masculinities. 
The discussion of gender issues in childhood education translates into the possibility of a more equalitarian education, 
which respects children in the construction of their own identities and which favors, from the very first relationships, the 
creation of non-sexist practices. This research calls for the incorporation of educational practices that introduce a 
pedagogical intentionality, as a strategy for socialization towards the goal of gender equality. 
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No. 433   Children's perspectives on rules and participation in Australian early education. 
                Perspectivas de los niños sobre las normas y la participación en la educación temprana de Australia 
                Les perspectives des enfants sur les règles et la participation à l'éducation précoce en Australie 
Eva Johansson, Charotte Cobb-Moore, Sue Waker, et. al 

This paper focuses on young children's perspectives of values and participation in school. Though there is a focus on 
active citizenship and values education in Australia, this is not evident in values policy and programs for the early years. 
While national reports do suggest that educational programs support learning for active citizenship, achievable 
outcomes are not specific to the early years. Early years teachers are often left by themselves to interpret these. Thus far, 
there has been little research into active citizenship and values education for the early years. In 2008 - 2009, an Australian 
Research Council funded project visited seven schools in south-east Queensland, focusing on early years teaching 
practices and teachers' perspectives about active citizenship and moral values education. The study also examined 
children's own views about social and moral issues, and participation in everyday school life. This paper focuses on 
this aspect of the study, reporting on the children's perspectives relating to moral issues and participation. 

 

IV:11 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15     Room: B1 133       No. 434-436 

No. 434   The aesthetic dimension of children’s experienced world? 
                La dimension esthétique du monde a connu des enfants? 
                La dimensión estética del mundo de la experiencia de los niños? 
Agneta Jonsson, Susanne Thulin 

In this presentation we want to elucidate children’s own experiences and an aesthetic dimension of learning. In modern 
education children’s experiences are considered to be a starting point for their learning and development. To take 
advantage of and make use of each child’s knowledge seems to be a pedagogical consequence in the learning processes. 
The concept of aesthetics has often got a one-sided interpretation as a methodical support for learning and development. 
The tendency is to view aesthetic expressions as a method related to children’s development and acquisition of 
knowledge. The purpose of this study is to find out how aesthetics can be seen as one dimension of children’s 
experienced world. The study took place in a pre-school setting with children 3-5 year of age. The data consist of video 
observations in situations where teachers and children work with science content or more specifically they investigated; 
“What is soil?” The data are analyzed qualitatively. Three categories of children’s experienced world can be discerned and 
seen as related to three different ways of acting. On a general level one conclusion is, that aesthetics is a natural part of 
children’s experienced world and that it is of importance for children's equal rights in their meaning making. Strong or 
weak aesthetics in a learning situation will be further discussed and problemized. 

No. 435   Children's choice-making in preschool - an introduction to democracy? 
                Las posibilidades de elección en la escuela pre-escolar - una introducción a la democracia? 
                Le choix des enfants a l'école maternelle - une introduction à la démocratie? 
Kristina Westlund 

In Swedish preschools (with children between 1 and 5 years old) there has been an increased focus on the children’s right 
to participation. The study, which this paper is based on, aims to describe how preschool teachers create possibilities for 
children to influence the preschool activities. The results show that teachers often highlight the importance of children’s 
own choice-making in their work for enhancing children’s participation. The teachers often encourage children to choose 
independently of what other children choose, and they rarely arrange opportunities for the children to discuss and make 
decisions together. Being dependent on the opinions of others is regarded as less desirable. Individualization of 
democracy is a tendency which can also be seen in society at large. But democracy includes both making decisions for 
oneself and together with others. One can also take it one step further and claim that democracy is not something that 
children should learn, but something that is practiced here and now, with the differences between people as its main 
driving force. By encouraging children to make independent choices, an ideal democratic citizen is delineated even among 
the young children. There is always a risk with defining the good citizen, in that someone will inevitably be left out. The 
concept of interdependence is used in this paper to discuss a possible turn to an understanding of democracy in Swedish 
preschools, which could be more inclusive and tolerant. 

No. 436   A Closer Look at Rights of Children 
Selda Ustebay, Ebru Kuru 

Children’s Rights is a comprehensive issue that has been to be renewed as research about child development enlarges. 
The aim of this paper is to produce a fairly short, introductory, readable text, mainly for people working with young children 
and/or studying on courses about them. The research involves a literature review about rights of young children hoping to 
cover major titles of that significant issue. The topic is investigated under education, health cares, and environmental 
rights of children; rights of disabled children and street children, and child abuse and neglect. 
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IV:12 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B1 134      No. 437-439 

No. 437   Listening to children's experiences with teasing 
Debra Harwood, Sandra Bosacki 

Teasing is a complex relational and social-emotional issue involving many elements such as social cognition, 
understanding of intention, pretense, non-literal communication, and emotional regulation. How a child responds and 
internalizes messages inherent in teasing may greatly impact subsequent social interactions as well as emotional 
development. Young children’s experiences with teasing within their peer relationships was explored through participants’ 
drawings and accompanying narratives. The research was approached from an ethic of listening to children to discover 
and uncover how children think and experience the phenomenon of teasing within their lived realities, thus a visual and 
narrative methodological approach was utilized. Through drawings and narratives children expressed a complex 
understanding of the multi-faceted aspects of peer teasing which may ultimately help researchers to broaden curricular 
approaches and current theoretical conceptualizations of teasing. Specific gender differences in children’s drawings and 
perceptions of teasing were noted in this study. For example, girls depicted mixed gender teasing scenarios while the 
boys’ drawings exclusively illustrated males as instigators. Overall, the findings of this study are significant in furthering 
the definition of teasing and differentiating teasing from other forms of social behaviours. Thus, teasing can no longer be 
solely construed as a verbal or communication act and the definition must be broadened to include physical forms of 
teasing that appear more typical of younger children’s lived experiences. 

No. 438   Children's rights to participation in research: Rhetoric or reality? 
                Les droits des enfants à la participation active dans les recherché: Rhétorique ou réalité? 
                Los derechos de niños a la participación activa en la investigación: ¿La retórica o la realidad? 
Ann Farrell 

Increasingly, the early childhood research community is claiming to recognise the rights of children to active participation 
in research. Some claim that children are co-researchers in the research enterprise. Theoretical approaches drawn from 
the sociology of childhood have favoured the notion of children as competent citizens, capable of participation in their 
everyday lives and, in turn, in research about their lives. So too, there has been a global upsurge in early childhood 
studies that claim to be researching with children rather than about children, thus reflecting a sense of optimism about 
their capacities to participate in research and the merit of their participation for themselves and those around them. Yet 
the phenomenon of research can be seen as a largely adult-driven and adult-oriented enterprise, with adults inviting 
children, inducting children and involving children in research in ways that promote adult agendas. This paper provides an 
historical analysis of the claims of child participation and competence in research from within the scholarly early childhood 
literature and critiques empirical evidence that seeks to support the claims of children being actively engaged in research 
as bone fide research players. It examines whether the active participation of children in research is reality or, indeed, 
rhetoric. 

No. 439   The process of self-construction in dyad relationships under biographical perspective 
                El proceso de auto-construcción en las relaciones de díada en perspectiva biográfica 
                Le processus de construction de soi dans les relations de dyade en vertu perspective biographique 
Hsin-Yi Huang, Ming-Shiang Ni 

The psychologists often tell people how significant it will be of the childhood. However, how does it make the influence? 
And on which aspects could be impacted? What profound perception and observation can be produced by investigating 
the childhood experience? How children construct and reconstruct themselves within the interactive context of 
adults/intergenerational relationships, social-cultural value and children's action? What the concept of childhood has 
covered is of all a meaning system, and a structure and process of culture. The contribution deals with the biographical 
narrative of an alternative school teacher in Taiwan. To analyze the structure of how narrator interpreted to the interlocutor 
about his or her life becomes one of the practical and suitable ways to realize not merely an individual's action logic but 
the deeper structure of a society's influence. Through the narrator's life history, we find the person in question struggled 
for a long time against the biographical anticipation of her parents/family and the expectations within a specific social, 
cultural value system of her social class in order to find out her individual character and particularity. The strategies of 
surviving process in the given society emerged by passing a biographical arc with painful social and inner conflicts. 
Through the biographical learning, one can gain the insight when implements the educational praxis. 

 

IV:13 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B1 135       No. 440-441 

No. 440   A Project on Education for Sustainable Development for Young Children 
Elif Ozturk, Gaye Teksoz 

From the time sustainable development was first endorsed in 1987, the parallel concept of education to support 
sustainable development has also been explored and as the concept of sustainable development was discussed and 
formulated, it became apparent that education is key to sustainability. It is important to develop education for sustainable 
development in these years because the results of the actions will be closely related to young children's life (Davis, 2008). 
The methods used to improve environmental education and education for sustainable development are problem solving, 
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projects, cooperative learning, discussions, field trips, and experiments (Scoullos & Malotidi, 2004). The purpose of this 
study is to evaluate the role of project approach on the young children's understanding of aquatic life. The study was 
conducted in one of the private preschools in Turkey. The study comprised of 3 steps as; Project development, Project 
application and Evaluation. The project titled "aquatic life" was developed by researchers on the basis of children's 
background knowledge and their developmental characteristics. The project was implemented in two weeks period by 
following the steps of the "project approach" (Katz and Chard, 1989). The data were collected though interviews with 
classroom teacher, observations on children's progress, and their drawings. The preliminary analysis indicated that 
children's social development was enhanced with the help of project work. More specifically, children could show empathy 
to aquatic plants and animals and they could develop their understanding related to aquatic ecosystem. 

No. 441   The Development and Effect of Math Game Program for the Improvement of Children's Game Mind 
So Hyang Kim, Gyoung Suk Ahn 

The purposes of the study were to develop math game program for the improvement of children's game mind, and to 
verify the effect of program. Math game program for the improvement children's game mind consists of teaching and 
learning methods of math game and specific activities that will promote game-mind such as mathematical ability, problem 
solving ability, creativity, social ability, and to that are increasingly valued in the 21st century. The subjects of this study 
were 38 young children at the age of 5. 
The research procedure followed these steps: 1) review of existing documents in order to research on game mind 2) 
development of math game program for the improvement of children's game mind 3) correction of the math game program 
through experts 4) training of the teachers as well as the assistants 5) lastly development of the finished math game 
program through final correction and perfection 6) analysis of the effect. 
The time frame of the program was 30 weeks. As a result, math game program developed to improve children's game 
mind that were in total of 30 math games, utilizing 15 picture-books based on 13 different themes and researcher-
developed 15 games and 15 child-initiated games. 
After development of math game program, two classes were divided into experimental group and control group. In 
conclusion, math game program was verified to have positive effect on mathematical ability, problem solving ability, 
creativity, social ability. 

 

IV:14 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B2 213      No. 443-445 

No. 443   Survey and analysis of the thoughts of male preschool teachers regarding situations they encounter at 
the start of their careers 
RAMAZAN SAK, FATMA TEZEL SAHIN 

This research examined the thoughts of male preschool teachers regarding the situations they encounter at the start of 
their careers. The sampling of this research consisted of 106 male preschool teachers. A questionnaire with 52 questions 
and 5 scales was used as the data collecting tool. 
Responses given by male preschool teachers to items on the questionnaire have revealed significant differences 
according to the teachers’ ages and occupational seniority. It has been determined that the male preschool teachers 
between 27 and 32 years old encountered more negative situations at the start of their careers (parents unaware of the 
presence of male preschool teachers, negative reactions of school administration and other teachers, not being treated as 
a teacher by the children, general social prejudice considering “men” unfit for that job) when compared to those in the 22-
26 age group . It has been also found out that male preschool teachers with more than three years experience 
encountered more negative situations at the start of their careers ( loss of enthusiasm when faced with negative reactions 
of the environment, finding themselves more disadvantaged compared to female teachers, having doubts about society’s 
perspective at the beginning of their professional life, newly-raising awareness of parents about the presence of male 
preschool teachers, negative reactions of school administrations at the beginning of their career, developing negative self-
esteem as years pass) when compared to those with less than two years experience. 

No. 444   Male teachers and children’s gender construction in Preschool Education 
                Homme enseignants et construction sociale du sexe de l'enfant dans l'éducation préscolaire 
                Los maestros y la construcción de los niños de género en la Educación Preescolar 
Meni Tsigra 

The importance of male kindergarten teachers in preschool education and their impact on children’s gender construction 
has already been recognized from the beginnings of the '80s. In Greece, although the law that allowed men to pursue the 
profession of kindergarten teacher was passed in 1983, only 1% of kindergarten teachers are men (according to the latest 
figures of the Greek Statistical Service (2008)) - indicating that the relation between profession and gender is strongly 
structured. Given that male teachers have challenged a strong social stereotype, practicing a profession which is 
considered 'feminine', we undertake in the present study to investigate how male kindergarten teachers perceive their 
relationships with children, how they affect the construction of children’s gender identities and what pedagogical practices 
they employ. In the present study we analyse ten 'unstructured' but 'in depth interviews' of male kindergarten teachers 
working in public kindergartens in Greece. The analysis is based on the theory of social construction of gender. Some 
results of the present analysis are: (a) male teachers of the sample interpret positively their influence and participation in 
the construction of children’s gender identities; (b) they view their pedagogical practices as giving equal opportunities to 
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boys and girls while contributing to the negotiation of stereotypical gender roles but (c) they acknowledge that gendered 
stereotypes are too strong to change. 

No. 445   Princess and Spiderman Culture? Status for equality and equity in Norwegian Kindergartens 
               Condición Jurídica y Social de la igualdad y equidad en los Jardines de Infancia de Noruega 
               Condition pour l'égalité et l'équité dans les écoles maternelles de la Norvège. 
Anette Hoel, Nina Johannesen 

An Evaluation of the Action Plan for Gender Equality in Kindergartens 2008-2010.As the action plan for gender equality is 
at its end a survey of how kindergartens follow up their responsibility for equality is carried out. The Center for Equality 
and the Eastern Norway Research Institute are engaged by The Ministry of Education and Research to accomplish the 
survey and evaluation. The findings are ready for presentation in June 2010. 
The main research question in the evaluation is “To what extent do kindergartens work systematically with gender 
equality?” 
This indicates to seek knowledge about awareness of equality amongst the staff, what kind of practical work regarding 
equality takes place, which actions to increase the number of men are implemented, if there is an increased awareness of 
equality in kindergartens with a high percentage of men. 
As gender equality in kindergartens is complex and embraces both structural work and individual awareness, the research 
design includes already existing statistics, qualitative interviews of kindergarten directors/staff, quantitative survey 
involving 2000 kindergartens and document analysis. These methodological approaches provide an integral picture of 
equality in kindergartens. 
The overall objective for the Action Plan is that equality and equity between the sexes must form the foundation for all 
learning and pedagogical activity in the kindergarten. 
The main objectives given priority are that the learning environment in kindergartens shall promote equality, that 
kindergartens shall implement gender equality in everyday activities and get a better balance among the staff. The aim is 
to increase the percentage of men to 20 per cent by 2010. 

 

IV:15 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15      Room: B2 215      No. 446-448 

No. 446   Unpacking the Early Years Learning Framework for Remote Indigenous Educators 
                El plan de estudios para los maestros de la primera infancia en comunidades indígenas remotas 
                Déballage de la petite enfance Cadre d'apprentissage à distance pour les éducateurs autochtones 
Christine Tayler, Denise Horvath 

This presentation reports on a project to support indigenous educators in their work with children from birth to age five in 
remote northern and central Australia. It describes the development of a set of resources including a DVD, picture 
workbooks and supporting activities to demonstrate the principles, practice and learning outcomes from Belonging, Being 
and Becoming, The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) for Australia. The resources have been designed to suit 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander early childhood educators working in very remote communities in Australia. 
The resources reflect the need for culturally appropriate approaches to professional learning that ensure successful 
learning outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander educators in remote communities. The resources highlight the 
links between the EYLF and holistic approaches to children’s development and learning in Indigenous contexts. The 
presentation will also discuss what works and why. 
The resources were developed while working with primary stakeholders in a range of remote communities. This paper will 
discuss some key findings from collaborations with Indigenous educators about professional learning. It presents 
emerging innovatory approaches to professional learning and showcases a unique set of tools and resources designed to 
support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander educators using the Early Years Learning Framework in remote children’s 
services. 

No. 447   Embracing Diversity, Celebrating Differences: A New Narrative of Hope for our Children. 
Jayshree Mannie 

Our global family is under extreme pressure financially, emotionally, physically and socially. This impacts on the wellbeing 
of our children and their ability, as the leaders of tomorrow. Children from across the globe have varying life experiences, 
challenges, cultural traditions and aspirations, yet, at the level of soul, they have a collective goal - to live the wellspring of 
potential that they are. In developing countries, especially, where there is extra pressure for resources, poor living 
conditions, the impact of migrant labour and multiculturalism and the status of parents, there develops a psyche amongst 
the children, that they are not good enough. 
Embracing Diversity, Celebrating Differences...this is a legacy of hope for our children, who can then understand, that 
despite the differences in childhood, they have the ability to embrace the opportunities of diversity as a formidable force in 
shaping the future of their lives and that of our planet. 
South Africa is an excellent example of a nation in transition, a fledgling democracy who is harnassing the sheer 
magnitude and power of cultural diversity amongst our children. Programmes in schools are focusing on the inherent 
strengths of transnationality, inter-cultural dialogue and youth indabas to enhance the wellbeing and mental health of our 
children. A country ravaged by apartheid, is now moving forward on the shoulders of its children...a new generation of 
courage, hope and diversity. A truly Rainbow Nation. 
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No. 448   LOLA.Looking for Likely Alternatives 
                LOLA. Buscano Alternativas Apropiadas 
                LOLA Cherchant des Alternatives Probables 
Leena Graeffe 

LOLA is a pedagogical tool for teachers and students which assits them in the process of of identifying , evaluaiting and 
documenting cases of social innovation towards sustainable life styles. The skills needed to live and work for sustainable 
development are new. In my teaching for pre school teacher students consumer citizenship education is very important. I 
have pleasure to be the Finnsh LOLA Ambassador. My point of view is to concentrate on values and attitudes which are 
promoting responsible education in early childhood education (ECE).Parents,preschool teachers and other adults are 
models for children. They have to act in rational and responsible way as citizens. According to the theory of contextualism 
(Brofenbrenner 1996) children are living in many learning environments at same time. Families are seeking after privacy. 
Children are spending more time outside the home or with computers; families are smaller; daycare days are long. The 
"others" are taking more time and responsibility in children's every day life. Teenagers are getting bored and alienated. 
The younger the learner is the bigger is the responsibility of adults. "KGOY"-Kids Getting Older Younger-is a challenge to 
meet and reflect also in teacher education. I'm using LOLA in my lessons. The goal is to make children aware of the 
possibilities in their near environment and listen children.Everything is implemented with the issues of consumer 
citizenship education . One important challenge is to increase cooperation with home, early childhood education and 
stakeholders. 

 

IV:16 Individual paper session      Friday 10:45 - 12:15     Room: B2 214            No. 449-451 

No. 449   A School-based Management Study of the Curriculum Leadership of Hong Kong Preschool Principals 
Mei Yung Hazel LAM, Cheong Ben CHOI 

In 2004, an Education (Amendment) Ordinance in Hong Kong has been enacted, it states that all subsidized schools will 
be required to form an incorporated management committee in managing the schools. Under a school-based 
management system, schools are highly encouraged by the government to design their own curriculum. A unique set of 
curriculum that could reflect the school’s teaching and learning, culture and mission is expected under the school-based 
management system. This paper draws data from a pilot study of kindergarten principals in investigating the current 
practices of school-based curriculum development and to seek an understanding on how well the kindergartens are 
achieving the goals of the school-based management leadership. Both quantitative and qualitative results showed that 
preschool principals in Hong Kong agreed that school-based management helped to systemize the school operation, 
including curriculum development. Most agreed that their schools were operated under a participatory decision-making 
environment that staff of all levels were strongly encouraged to express their opinions on school issues, such as matters 
related to teaching and learning. Under a notion of school-based curriculum management, some principals addressed the 
importance of incorporating their school culture and motto into their curriculum development. Some principals stated that 
the opinions of the parents are most influential to their decisions on various school issues even though the opinions may 
not be the most beneficial to the students. Based upon the findings, implications for improvement on curriculum leadership 
under the school-based management system will be discussed. 

No. 450   Diminishing Noise in Early Childhood Education and Care Settings 
                El ruido menguante en la educación temprana de niñez y cuida ajustes 
                Diminuer le bruit dans tôt l'éducation d'enfance et soigne des cadres 
Christine Readdick 

Young children perceive and derive meaning from events in their growing world through direct sensory experience--
touching, tasting, smelling, seeing, and hearing. Hearing, the ability to detect and distinguish sounds--social, natural, and 
manmade--is deemed central to successful human functioning and well-being. We assume all children should be able to 
hear their names called lovingly, the rush of wind through the trees, a favorite melody strummed or hummed, the honking 
of a horn. Yet all too often noise in our early childhood settings interferes with young children's abilities to communicate, 
enjoy a variety of sounds, and even detect danger. 
In the same way that we tend to the appointment of visually appealing and compelling infant-toddler and preschool 
environments that invite children to focus and appreciate and explore, we must design quality sound environments or 
soundscapes (Ceppi & Zini, 1998) that promote communication, enjoyment, and detection of danger. While noise, or 
unwanted sound, is on the increase in our modern everyday world, as people and machines proliferate, techniques for 
soundscape design and noise abatement are known and can be readily practiced in early childhood environments. 
In this brief technical presentation, I address the following topics: 
*children’s perception of sound and noise 
*sources and amount of noise in child care settings 
*effects of noise on young children 
*influences of noise on language development 
*noise measurement procedures 
*noise abatement and soundscape design strategies, 
providing practitioners, administrators, and policy makers essential information for effecting positive change in early 
education and care center environments. 
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No. 451   Effectiveness of Integrated Environmental Curriculum Units for Young Children’s Learning 
Mei-Fang Cho, Pankaj Gorana, Hans-Uwe Dahms 

The main objective of this study is to investigate the practicability and effectiveness of environmental education for young 
children through action research. In addition, this study attempts to examine the young children’s predisposition towards 
the natural environment and their behavioral attitude concerning environmental care and protection before and after 
educational influence. The participants of this study include three kindergarten teachers, and thirty five kindergarten 
children from a kindergarten in southern Taiwan. In the action research, kindergarten teachers conduct research in their 
own classrooms. Kindergarten teachers integrate different educational units concerned with the environment into their 
thematic curriculum and conduct teaching in the classrooms. Teachers investigate the practicability and effectiveness of 
environmental education for young children by improving and re-implementing an upscalled curriculum iteratively. The 
research combines both qualitative and quantitative approaches. It investigates the practicability and effectiveness of 
environmental education for young children from the perspectives of three kindergarten teachers. A self-conducted 
questionnaire is designed for young children in order to evaluate the differences of children’s attitudes towards the natural 
environment before and after having experienced an environmental learning unit. 

 

IV:17 Self organised symposium Friday 10:45 - 12:15 Room: B2 216  No. 452 

OMEP - Officers' Training Seminar 
OMEP - Seminario de Formación para los Officiales de la OMEP OMEP 
Séminaire de Formation pour les Agents de l'OMEP 

Victoria O. Bilewu and other Vice Presidents of OMEP 

During theis seminar OMEP members who are holding different posts within OMEP will come together. The OMEP World 
Executive Committee arranges this officers' training seminar for members to share their experiences with each other. 
Officers as presidents, secretaries, treasurers, international coordinators and editors will tell about how they fullfil their 
tasks. Other interested OMEP members are most welcome to join and discuss the important tasks within an OMEP 
national or regional committee. During the seminar there will be discussions on the different experiences on strategies for 
membership drive, membership issues, contacts with various educational institutions and politicians and so forth. 
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Parallel session V, Friday, 13.30 – 15.00 
 

V:1 Invited session Friday 13:30 - 15:00 Room: BE 014   No. 501-505 

No.501   Caring, disciplined and democratic boys and girls in pre-school 
               Cuidadosos, disciplinados y democraticos, ninas y ninos en el pre-escholar 
               Attentionnes, disciplines et democratiques, filles et garcons au pre-scolare 

Eva Johansson 

The aim of this study is to critically examine the institutionalized fostering of values in relation to gender, as expressed in 
everyday interactions between teachers and children (aged 1 to 3 years) in Nordic pre-schools. Current educational goals 
and visions have put strong emphasis on the education of children in and about democracy and equality, as well as 
deliberately thwarting all forms of discrimination. Also children's active participation is a keyword in the respective 
countries' curriculum texts. Previous research have highlighted questions about how norms of femininity and masculinity 
manifest themselves in early childhood education, specifically in relation to caring, disciplined and democratic values. 
Following research questions have been formulated: 1) What gender-related patterns emerge in the communication 
between teachers and children regarding the values of caring, disciplined and democratic? 2) When, and in what ways, 
are these gender-related patterns broken? 3) How can these patterns be understood from a critical, societal perspective 
and a Nordic comparative perspective? In order to answer the project's research questions, interaction between teachers 
and children in Swedish and Norwegian pre-schools have been documented with video. 
This symposia address methodological issues and interpretations of communication of values. Relations between 
empirical data, theoretical concepts for values, communication (Habermas) and gender (Davies) will be scrutinised. Some 
tentative results from the analyses will be outlined. A connected project will be presented investigating values with 
reference to fluency and breakdowns in children's communication. 

No. 502   Values communicated during play sessions 
               Los valores comunicados durante sesiones de juego 
               Les valeurs communiquées pendant les sessions de jeu 
Monika Röthle, Kristin Fugelsnes 

Free play is often studied in relation to peer interaction and participation. In this study we will examine sequences of child - 
teacher communication during free play sessions in relation to values and gender patterns. How do teachers 
communicate democratic and disciplinary values to boys and girls? And what kind of values do boys and girls 
communicate in play? An example of the video recorded observations will be presented in order to problematize 
the interpretation of values in child – teacher interaction during play sessions in Norwegian toddler groups. 

No. 503   Communicating democracy and discipline in relation to gender in a preschool context 
                Comunicar la democracia y la disciplina en funcion del sexo en un contexto pre.escolar 
                Communiquer la démocratie et la discipline en funcion du séxe dans un contexte pre-scolaire 
Anette Emilson, Eva Johansson 

The overall aim of this study is to investigate how democratic and disciplinary values are communicated in relation to 
gender, as expressed in everyday interactions between teachers and children in preschool. Two research questions are in 
focus: How are democratic and disciplinary values communicated to girls and boys? What gender-related patterns emerge? 
In order to interpret and understand the communication between teachers and children, Habermas´ (1995) concepts of 
strategic and communicative actions is used, and to understand how ideas about gender manifest themselves in the 
communication, we use Davies' (2003) idea of duality, the bi-polarity, between femininity and masculinity. Data consist of 
video observations of teacher and child interactions. Previous research indicates that a strategic action is used when 
disciplinary values are communicated, while democratic values seem to presuppose a communicative action. Hence a 
conclusion is that how the communication turns out, has relevance for which value become possible to communicate. In 
this analyses gender patterns are searched for in order to extend the picture of communication of values. What kind of 
patterns for communication will be possible to discern according to gender and the actual values? The discussion will be 
based on empirical examples of interactions between teachers and children in Norwegian and Swedish preschools. 

No. 504   Ethical questions using video observation in a study of 1-3 year old children 
                Preguntas éticas al utilizar la observación video en el estudio de niños de 1-3 años 
                Questions éthiques quant à l'utilsation de l'observation video pour l'étude d'enfants de 1-3 ans. 
Lars Yngve Rosell 

The aim of this phd-study is to gain knowledge about communication between 1-3 years old children in Norwegian 
kindergartens. Focus is on their expression of values, when there is continuity and alteration in the communication. The 
study is based on Merleau-Ponty's philosophy about the "life-world". Previous research has demonstrated children aged 
1-3 years ability to create friendships. Furthermore there is evidence that toddler's inclusion of some peers at the same 
time means exclusion of other. Continuity and alteration is here understood as dimensions of participation. Continuity is 
directed to children's openness to the world, their social desire, where participation with others is important for our 
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existence. Observation on alteration, which is the main focus in this study, is directed to children located in the periphery 
of others. Children who don't seek peer contact and/or reject approaches from peers, and children who are excluded by 
peers or the peer group. The method is observation and the tool will be videotaping. Video is previously used as a tool for 
data in describing children's "life-world". Using video is also helpful in the analysis. The observation focus and the use of 
video raise some ethical questions for this study. The discussion will raise questions about children's own wish to 
participate and the researcher's ability to understand this consent, and also how to approach a phenomenon where 
children probably would be vulnerable? 

No. 505   Identifying and interpreting values in Norwegian pre-schools drawing on the studies of M. Rokeach and 
               S. Schwartz 
Ragnhild Gilbrant 

The aim of this study is to develop a terminology, which reflects the system of values which can be observed in children’s 
interactions. The background for this concern is a number of video-observations which have been undertaken, in order to 
analyze the values in Norwegian pre-schools. The popular use of the term “value” is rather flexible, and is used to denote 
anything people may find appreciative. This being the case, one may find just what one is looking for. For the sake of 
making a comparative study, undertaken by several researchers, there is a need of a common terminology, a common set 
of values which we all can recognize and identify. 
The theories of values by Rokeach and Schwarts have been used in large international surveys, not in qualitative 
analyses and certainly not with children. The data already collected, are meant to be interpreted as an integrated part of 
the study of how children participate and adapt to a democratic and caring community as the preschool is intended to be. 
Consequently, we will look for ethical values, on individual and social levels, as well as competence values. We will study 
how values are prioritized, although, not necessarily consciously, as they are experienced as hierarchical systems. We will 
also argue that values are a driving force behind the actions, even of small children. 

 

V:2 Invited session Friday 13:30 - 15:00 Room: AK2 137  No. 506-509 

No. 506   Kidscape – a project about synergetic impact of outdoor preschool environment upon children’s health. 

Margareta Blennow, Cecilia Boldemann, Henrik Dal, Nilda Cosco, Robin Moore, Brad Bieber, Peter Pagels, Anders 
Raustorp, Margareta Söderström, Ulf Wester, Fredrika Mårtensson 

In the 1990’s and the beginning of the 2000’s the impact of outdoor preschool environment upon factors relevant to 
children’s health, attention ability, physical activity, and sun exposure was each studied in separate research projects. The 
role of physical surroundings in children’s play processes was explored with the aim to define “dynamic areas”, i.e. areas 
that triggered creative, communicative and physically active play, at the same time as behaviour settings were defined by 
elaborate behaviour mapping. In 2004 impact of physical activity, sun exposure and attention were jointly studied using 
objective measurement, and assessing outdoor environment along the criteria previously explored. Outdoor environment 
was further assessed by sky view imaging from defined locations of play. The study demonstrated that environment 
fulfilling certain criteria triggered play that promoted physical activity, sun-protective behaviour, and relieved ADHD-like 
symptoms. This study was performed in Stockholm County at latitude 59, an area characterized by pine forests and 
largely rocky and uncultivated land, but also urban surroundings. In Kidscape (2009) impact of outdoor preschool 
environment upon general health, physical activity and sun exposure was studied at latitudes 55 (Malmö), and 35 (Raleigh 
NC), in agricultural and subtropical landscapes respectively, and in combination with behaviour mapping. Preliminary 
results indicate a consistency in the qualities of outdoor environment to promote physical activity, sun-protection and 
general health in preschool children. 

No. 507   Comparison of Physical Activity in Preschool 3-5-year-old Children 
Anders Raustorp, Peter Pagels, Cecilia Boldemann 

Aims: Physical activity levels were studied with the aims to compare pedometer steps with accelerometer counts, and to 
analyze minutes of engagement in light, moderate and vigorous physical activity in 3- to 5-year-old children during 
preschool time. 
Methods: Physical activity in 55 three to five-year-old children was recorded during preschool time for 5 consecutive days 
at four sites. The children wore a Yamax SW200 pedometer and an Actigraph GTIM Monitor. 
Results: The average time spent at preschool was 7.22 hours with an average step of 7313 (+ 3042). Steps during 
preschool time increased with increasing age. The overall correlation between mean step counts and mean accelerometer 
counts (r= .65, p<0.01) as well as time in light to vigorous activity (r=.67, p<0.01, were good. Preschool children spent 
significantly more time indoors than outdoors (paired t-test 7.72 p 0<0.01), regarding intensity in physical activity 
significant more moderate vigorous intensity was seen outdoor (paired t-test 4.38 p<0.01). 
Conclusion: Correlation between the preschool children’s pedometer-determined step counts and total engagement in 
physical activity was high during preschool time. Children’s step counts at preschool were low. The time spent in 
moderate and vigorous physical activity at preschool was very short and predominatly adopted outside. 
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No. 508   Health promoting outdoor play areas in a cross-cultural perspective 
Fredrika Mårtensson, Margareta Söderström, Anders Raustorp, Margareta Blennow, Peter Pagels, Nilda Cosco, Robin 
Moore, Brad Bieber, Henrik Dal, Cecilia Boldermann 

Outdoor play in green and spacious pre-school settings can be a health factor during preschool age. 
The Outdoor Play Environment Categories (OPEC) make up a tool for environmental assessment of health promoting 
outdoor play areas for pre-school children. The instrument evaluates the following parameters: 1) total outdoor area, 2) 
proportion of overgrown surfaces (trees, shrubbery) and broken ground 3) degree of integration between vegetation, open 
areas and play structures. Outdoor play sequences in high OPEC environments are characterised by an open structure in 
which place, play theme and the children taking part, all are easily exchanged. 
The OPEC-instrument has so far predicted high levels of physical activity and attention functioning without the risk of 
sunburn at different latitudes in Sweden. A comparison with two preschools in North Carolina, USA confirms the 
applicability of the instrument to this context. It also points out other important factors possibly influencing the activity level 
of children in a preschool setting as how the preschool day is organised (naptime, age group division e t c), how children’s 
environmental use is regulated (indoor-outdoor e t c), forms of play promoted (vigorous, explorative e t c) and the coping 
of weather conditions. 
The OPEC- instrument can be useful when evaluating and developing outdoor play environments for children. Further 
cross-cultural study should help to highlight the relative importance of natural surroundings as part of landscape design 
and socio-cultural parameters, for the health promoting impact of outdoor play in pre-school children. 

No. 509   Looking through a camera lens! Reflection on preschool children´s day-time nap 
Margareta Söderström 

As a medical doctor I meet many children in practice attending child day care centres (CDC) who suffer from infectious 
diseases, mostly in the respiratory tract. However, as a researcher visiting CDCs, the numbers of children with symptoms 
of respiratory tract infections are few. On the contrary, most children seem to be very healthy. 
During a field study of nine CDCs, I decided to take pictures on a phenomenon that could be of interest for health. Every 
evening I looked at the pictures, and when returning the next day I tried to ask questions to both the personnel and the 
parents on the phenomenon seen. 
The most striking impression was the phenomenon of short naptime for small children. I will present data on the children’s 
day time nap from several points of view. Questions such as the length of a day time nap, the influence of day time nap on 
night sleep, and the role of the preschool pedagogue will be highlighted. 

 

V:3 Invited session     Friday 13:30 - 15:00     Room: BE 036     No. 510  

No. 510   The challenges facing the Swedish Preschool Today 
               Educación Preescolar en Suecia 
               Éducation Préscolaire en Suède  

Sonja Sheridan 

This session will give an introduction to challenges within Early Childhood Education in Sweden, with special focus on the 
preschool. There will be a description of the status of preschool in society and in education at large. Political decisions and 
efforts from professional made during the last 40 years have given the Swedish preschool a very good international 
reputation. However, research shows variation in quality between different preschools, variations that have to be 
addressed. There are also new challenges to be met, a new school act, a revised national curriculum and a new teacher 
education progamme. 
The session will include time for questions. 

 

V:4 Self organised symposium     Friday 13:30 - 15:00     Room: Kjell Härnqvist  No. 511-514 

No. 511   Education for sustainability: Closing the research and theory gap 
                Education pour le développement durable: un rapprochement entre la recherche et la théorie 
                Educacion para la sostenibilidad: Acercamiento entre teoria e investigacion 

Sue Elliott, Julie Davis 

Early childhood education for sustainability is under researched and undertheorised when compared with other education 
sectors. After two decades of ad hoc approaches there is now broad advocacy for early childhood education for 
sustainability as evidenced internationally by recent UNESCO initiatives such as The Guttenberg Recommendations on 
Education for Sustainable Development, and in Australia by a range of national and state organisational initiatives. 
However, research and theorising to support advocacy and uptake is lacking or emergent at best. Davis (2009) described 
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a 'research hole' and Elliott and Davis (2009) postulated why the early childhood sector has lagged. In this symposium we 
seek to move forward to highlight key areas for research and theorising supported by current Australian initiatives. Three 
papers will be presented to explore this theme. Davis will initially present a case for research and research directions in 
early childhood education for sustainability and describe how a research agenda is emerging in Australia. This paper will 
be supported by two examples of current research and theorising by Elliott. The first example is a case study of 
partnerships for sustainability between two childcare centres and local government and the second example provides a 
theoretical model linking sustainability, education for sustainability and outdoor playspaces derived from action research in 
two case study centres. It is anticipated that this symposium will prompt international discussion about research directions 
and collaborative initiatives to further progress early childhood education for sustainability. 

No. 512   Where’s the evidence? Research in early education for sustainable development. 
                Dónde está la evidencia? La investigación en educación temprana para el desarrollo sostenible. 
                Où en sont les preuves? La recherche en éducation précoce pour le développement durable. 
Julie Davis, Sue Elliott 

Research in education for sustainability development (ESD) within formal schooling shows that investments in programs 
such as Sustainable Schools (Australia), Enviroschools (New Zealand), and Green School Award (Sweden), bring 
benefits across a range of environmental, economic, social, and educational indicators. While there is growing interest 
and uptake in ESD in before-school contexts, currently there is no matching research base. Early childhood education for 
sustainable development (ECESD) has been identified as a research gap in urgent need of re-dressing. In 2009, Davis 
reported on a survey of Australian and international research journals in environmental education and early childhood 
education that looked for studies at their intersection. Fewer than 5% of papers related to young children in before-school 
settings and almost none discussed young children as agents of change for sustainability. While the EfS community has 
been provoked to discuss and address research ‘holes’ such as ECESD, this same hole should be on early childhood 
education’s research agenda. This paper argues that research is vital for ECESD to grow with strength and standing. 
There is a need to replicate ESD studies that have been the mainstay of formal education. However, ECESD researchers 
can also make the most of innovative and contemporary research approaches and cross-disciplinary research 
partnerships, for example capitalising on synergies created by the intersections of education, science, health, sociology, 
and economics. Research projects aimed specifically at ECESD are required as well as research capacity-building of both 
new and experienced researchers. 

No. 513   Theorising the interface: natural playspaces and sustainability 
                Théorisation de l'interface: espaces de jeu naturels et durabilité 
                 Un modelo teórico: la interrelación entre los espacios de juego naturales y la sostenibilidad. 
Susan Elliott, Julie Davis 

Is there more to education for sustainability outdoors than rocks and logs? Natural physical elements in outdoor 
playspaces are often cited by early childhood practitioners as evidence of education for sustainability, but this study 
indicates embedding education for sustainability requires much more than mere physical elements. A critical participatory 
action research approach was employed to explore the interface between natural outdoor playspaces and education for 
sustainability in two case study centres. Data created through interviews, synergetic focus groups and collation of 
documentation over an extended period supported two very different narratives of transformative journeys. Analysis of the 
respective journeys has invited deeper probing within the interface to theorise about the links between sustainability, early 
childhood education for sustainability and the physical outdoor context. The theorised links are envisaged as three nested 
triangles. It is the nesting of the physical within the socially constructed frames of sustainability and early childhood 
education for sustainability that creates the potential for embedding education for sustainability. One centre realised this 
transformative journey, the other was only just beginning. 

No. 514   Baby steps for a greener future: a partnership for sustainability 
                Pequeños pasos a dar para un futuro mas verde: Sociedad para la sostenibilidad 
                A petits pas vers un futur plus écologique: un partenariat en faveur du développement durable 
Sue Elliott, Julie Davis 

Education for sustainability is not simply a set of practices or policies, but an on-going learning process for stakeholders 
as they make decisions, take action and reflect. Partnerships between stakeholders contribute to positive outcomes for 
sustainability and build social capital. Ineffective partnerships between schools and their communities have been 
demonstrated to militate against these outcomes in local evaluative studies. This paper reports on an Australian Research 
Council funded RMIT University study of school-community partnerships that sought to examine strategies for working 
towards sustainability through effective school-community partnerships. A case study approach employing the Most 
Significant Change technique was implemented to create stories about partnership and how change towards sustainability 
had been facilitated through partnership. The overall study focused on fifteen schools, but two childcare centres were 
included and provide the basis for this paper. The childcare centres in partnership with their nominated community partner, 
the local government, had engaged in change towards sustainability over several years. Their story of partnership and 
change documents emerging themes as well as key facilitating and constraining factors for effective centre-local 
government partnerships. Research participants entitled their story 'baby steps for a greener future' to reflect their 
experience of the partnership for sustainability. 
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V:5 Self organised symposium   Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: AK2 136      No. 515-518 

No. 515   The reform orientation towards China's public financial investment policy on preschool education 

Jing Zhou, Qian Liu, Yuhua Li 

From the perspective of international comparative studies, the distribution of public financial funding and the value 
orientation are still subject to traditional ideas, thus colliding sharply with the present development of preschool education. 
In the Medium and Long-term Education Development Plans of 2020, the increased funds will be mainly invested to build 
10,000 kindergartens in the remote and poor areas to quicken the popularization of public welfare in preschool education. 
In addition, influenced by China's urban-preferred education policy in recent years, preschool education development in 
poor rural areas has lagged behind. It is conspicuous that preschool children have difficulty in attending schools and the 
education quality is not satisfactory. China's education program prioritizes the education opportunity for underprivileged 
preschool children, showing great concern on remote and poverty-stricken areas. It is expected that China's rural 
preschool education will be greatly developed. 

No. 516   Construction and professional development of early educators in China 
Yong Jiang, Deming Wang, Qinzhen Qian 

Recent years have witnessed an overall growth in the number of China's kindergarten teachers, a rise in teachers' 
education level and gradual improvement in the education system. Compared with the demand on the development of 
early childhood education, China is facing serious challenges in the construction of kindergarten teachers: teachers are 
seriously deficient in number; rural teaching staff is obviously below the average national level; and regional development 
is imbalanced. Therefore, the teacher policy innovation will be an important part in the development of China's preschool 
education policy. 

No. 517   Focus on the Project Summary for National Education Development: Reform: Orientation of China's 
Policy on Preschool Education 
Jing Zhou, Xiaoxia Feng, Liping Guo 

Since 2009, the Chinese government has formulated the Natioanal Outline for the Medium and Long-term Education 
Reform and Development (2010-2020). For the first time, the development of early childhood education has been included 
as an important part, which offers a new orientation of the state policy. This presentation will showcase the researchers' 
discussion on the present policy, main problems and the development trend of China's preschool education: (1)The public 
opinion survey on China's education development plan. In the network research organized by the China National Society 
of Early Childhood Education, thousands of participants have submitted their opinions and analysis on various issues 
such as the balanced development, fees and the teaching staff of preschool education. (2)The reform orientation towards 
China's public financial investment policy on preschool education. Researchers will discuss the increased funds that will 
be mainly invested to build 10,000 kindergartens in the remote and poor areas to quicken the popularization of public 
welfare in preschool education. (3)Historical reflection on the development of China's early education curriculum policies. 
(4) Construction and professional development of early educators in China. 

No. 518   The public opinion survey on China's education development plan of preschool education 
Xiaoxia Feng, Liping Guo 

Since 2009, the Chinese government has formulated the National Outline for the Medium and Long-term Education 
Reform and Development (2010-2020). For the first time, the development of early childhood education has been included 
as an important part, which offers a new orientation of the state policy. In the network research organized by the China 
National Society of Early Childhood Education, thousands of participants have submitted their opinions on various issues 
such as the balanced development, fees and the teaching staff of preschool education. 
This paper attempts to analyses the requests and the related reasons hidden in the expressed opinions of the participants. 
Based on this, some suggestions of the researchers are proposed. 

 

V:6 Individual paper session    Friday 13:30 - 15:00    Room: AK2 134       No. 519-521 

En ESPAÑOL – this session will be held in SPANISH 

No. 519   Meeting Point: A Sustainable Development experience in diversity. 
                Point de rencontre: Une expérience de développement durable dans la diversité. 
                Punto de Encuentro: Una experiencia de Desarrollo Sostenible en la diversidad. 
Alicia Milán, Laura Camacho 
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Hoy, que la humanidad alcanza avances asombrosos en el orden científico-tecnológico, la dimensión de los problemas 
ambientales en todo el planeta amenazan y comprometen la supervivencia humana. 
La biodiversidad biológica, la riqueza y variedad de la vida en el planeta que sostiene la vida del ser humano, está a 
punto de colapsar por la depredación incontrolada de los bienes que nos ofrece la naturaleza. Este estado de situación 
impone un cambio drástico de mentalidad, compromiso y acción para revertir lo que aún estamos a tiempo de cambiar. 
La Educación Medioambiental para el desarrollo sostenible, garante de la biodiversidad, es sin duda la herramienta que 
contribuirá desde los ámbitos formales y no formales al cambio de paradigma que la realidad impone. En Uruguay, la Ley 
de Educación 18.437, promueve que la Educación, contemple líneas transversales entre las cuales se encuentra la 
educación ambiental para el desarrollo humano sostenible. 
La complejidad de las problemáticas ambientales supone la participación protagónica, responsable y comprometida de 
toda la comunidad, de actores locales, de organizaciones no gubernamentales, actores institucionales, etc. teniendo en 
cuenta aspectos socio-económicos y culturales que permitan un abordaje integral. 
Desde 2008, OMEP Uruguay gestiona un Programa de UNESCO denominado Punto de Encuentro que busca diversificar 
la educación y cuidado de la primera infancia. 
Este programa apunta a la actualización de educadores con estrategias de coordinación intersectorial, fortaleciendo la 
construcción de un espacio colectivo de experiencias y saberes, siendo un ejemplo de fortalecimiento de la biodiversidad 
cultural y de trabajo en red. 

No. 520   La Educación Vial como eje transversal en el desarrollo social y el principio de ciudadanía 
                Road education as a central focus to social development and the principle of citoyen 
                L’éducation routière en tant que point central pour le développement social et le principe de la 
                citoyenneté 
ROSA MARIA GOIG-MARTINEZ, JOSE QUINTANAL-DIAZ 

La Educación Vial debe ir dirigida al fomento de actitudes de conciencia ciudadana positiva; de responsabilidad en la 
convivencia y uso de las vías, y de fomento de actitudes y conductas, claves para paliar las consecuencias negativas que 
del tráfico se derivan. Podemos considerar la Educación Vial como base eficaz para fomentar una buena actuación 
ciudadana, creando hábitos y actitudes positivas de convivencia; de respeto; de tolerancia; de calidad de vida; de calidad 
medioambiental, etc. 
Para la consecución de estos objetivos es precisa la intervención en Educación Vial desde las primeras etapas 
educativas, ya que, desde que nacen, los niños y niñas utilizan las vías públicas. 
La Educación Vial escolar, tiene dos vertientes: la Educación Vial, en sentido estricto, que ha venido a denominarse 
“Educación para la Seguridad Vial”, y la Educación Vial como parcela de la educación ciudadana. Ambos aspectos han 
de complementarse necesariamente, para evitar caer en el error de entender la Educación Vial como el mero aprendizaje 
por el escolar de una serie de normas y señales de circulación. 
La Educación Vial responde a problemas y realidades que están presentes en el ámbito social; que la persona 
experimenta en su vivir cotidiano, y que, por su importancia en el presente y para el futuro, requieren y demandan una 
respuesta educativa. 
Es muy importante reflexionar sobre el término Educación Vial; puesto que, las personas desde la más temprana infancia 
se deben educar para convivir en la calle, para ser ciudadanos de la calle y no sólo simples transeúntes. 

No. 521   Educación ambiental para el desarrollo sostenible en la primera infancia. 
                Environmental education for sustainable development in early childhood. 
                Éducation environnementale pour le développement durable dans la petite enfance. 
MARIA NOVO 

La Educación Ambiental para el Desarrollo Sostenible viene desarrollándose en los diferentes niveles educativos así 
como también en la educación no formal (escuelas de padres y madres, instituciones públicas, etc.). La conveniencia de 
aplicar sus directrices en la educación preescolar ha sido confirmada a través de numerosos programas fundamentados 
en la necesidad de vincular a los niños y niñas con la naturaleza y hacerles sentir, desde el primer momento, que son 
parte de la misma. En estos programas, se ha hecho presente a través de juegos en los que se va inculcando la 
solidaridad con todo lo vivo, algo que será esencial en esa etapa para introducir hábitos de respeto por el medio ambiente. 
Este es un momento crucial para incorporar en los niños y niñas no sólo sentimientos de amor a la naturaleza sino 
también actitudes y valores que sean la base de una visión ética que habrá de irse desarrollando paso a paso a lo largo 
de su vida. Un instrumento muy valioso para orientar a los profesores es La Carta de la Tierra, un documento que vio la 
luz en el año 2000 y que contiene pautas y recursos educativos que permiten aplicarlo desde los primeros niveles 
educativos. Uno de los ejes centrales de la Carta es el respeto y cuidado de la comunidad de vida. Los huertos escolares, 
las visitas a granjas-escuela, aulas de naturaleza, etc. contribuyen a concienciar a los niños y niñas en esta dirección. 

 

V:7 Individual paper session Friday 13:30 - 15:00 Room: B1 113  No. 522-524 

No. 522   Reflective teaching through a web documentation process in Singapore 
                Aprender sobre la enseñanza reflexiva a través de un proceso de Web documentación en Singapur 
                Plus de réflexion dans l'enseignement grâce à un processus Web de documentation à Singapour 
Sirene Lim, Chee Hoo Lum, Xiaolei Zhou 
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What does it mean to teach? How do individual teachers meet the diverse needs of preschoolers given Singapore’s 
increasingly complex social fabric? This is a presentation of a qualitative study involving the use of multimedia web pages 
to document and provide snapshots of real-life images of teaching and individual teachers’ reflections on the “whys” and 
“hows” of specific teaching moments. It is this very complex web of thinking about and theorizing the “whys” and “hows” in 
every teaching move that enhances one’s learning-to-teach process to develop culturally appropriate pedagogy. We will 
discuss our web documentation process in relation to the study’s goals: 1) To present different images of authentic 
teaching so as to unveil the complexities underlying the act of reflective teaching and to reduce public stereotyping of 
teaching; and 2) To offer individual teachers an opportunity to talk about and think about their teaching moves and 
strategies. We will also discuss how these web documentations could ultimately serve the needs of teacher educators 
across cultural contexts. 

No. 523   The work on Childhood Education in Rural Areas of China of OMEP-China 
Yinian Ma 

The ethnic minorities are mainly distributed in western regions of China. Their economic, social and cultural development 
vary widely. Facing the practical problems on children education development in Western China, the OMEP-China 
Committee has undertaken the following related work. 
(1)Research team has conducted researches on the girls education in western regions inhabited by ethnic groups from 
the viewpoints of educational theory and practice since 2004. Children range from the Han, Hui, Tibetan,Turkish, 
Dongxiang, Uygur, Kazakh nationalities. The sample covers the five west provinces including Gansu ,Shanxi, Qinghai 
Provinces, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in China. Through investigation and 
study, the team is trying to Identify problems and put forward the countermeasures and suggestions. 
(2)In support of international communities, OMEP -China Committee has set up six children libraries for children reading 
in western areas, especially in the earthquake communities. 
(3)In order to improve teachers’ educational philosophy in t western kindergartens, OMEP-China Committee has selected 
and sent some of them to Hong Kong for exchanging and study. 
(4)The study team has written the materials about cultures and customs of the ethnic minorities in west areas and family 
education guidance for kindergarten teachers and children’s parents. 

No. 524   From metatheory to methadidactics in education as a subject 
                De la metateoría a methadidactica en la educación como un tema 
                De métathéorie à methadidactics dans l'éducation en tant que sujet 
Jørgen Boelskov 

As a consequence of the radicalisation of modernity the metatheory of education has changed. There has been a 
movement from normative to descriptive educational metatheory in the last decades of the 20th century, and a new 
movement from descriptive towards reflexive educational metatheory in the present century. 
When the metatheory changes the teacher trainers might go on teaching the new content of Education with the good old 
proven teaching methods. And in the Danish training of nursery nurses there has been a tradition of ‘teaching theories’. 
One problem with this understanding of the teaching of Education as a subject might be, that it is arguable that a specific 
theory is nothing but educational. Now one can se new sets of axioms of what the teaching of Education is all about. From 
‘teaching of theories’ there has been a change in most colleges during the last decade of the 20th century to ‘the teaching 
of themes’. These themes referred to the descriptive understanding of the researcher’s task as limited to description of 
best practice. Now in resent years a reflective understanding of educational metatheory forces another change: The 
teaching of Education is the introduction to a discourse containing educational practice. As teacher trainers in Denmark 
have experienced this way of teaching Education can turn into moments, where the teaching becomes a joint construction 
of a discourse that not only contains the teacher trainers conceptions of educational practice, but those of the students as 
well. A true consequence of a socialconstructive metatheory. 

 

V:8 Individual paper session    Friday 13:30 - 15:00    Room: B1 114    No. 525-527 

No. 525   Childcare supporting the independent growth of parents and children (families) at Tomoe Kindergarten: 
Regeneration and creation of a local community 
Hisae Tomita, Hirotsugu Tazume 

Amid the trend toward nuclear families and the declining birthrate, childcare facilities in Japan are currently facing many 
problems such as increase in abuse, deepening concerns regarding childrearing, and the issue of special support for 
children with developmental disorders. 
Therefore, in the present study, we focused on a new childcare approach in which “a kindergarten established a facility in 
the wilderness and opened it up to children, families, and local residents in order to regenerate a local community”, and 
conducted a survey with the objective of investigating “the growth of parents as parents and as human” in the growth of 
families. Tomoe Kindergarten is regularly visited not only by children, but also the various people around them such as 
their parents, siblings, and grandparents, as well as local residents. At the Kindergarten, care-staff play a central role in 
activities while providing childcare jointly with the children’s families and others and spending time with them. 
A qualitative study was conducted in which a theoretical sample of eight parents and six care-staff, and a questionnaire 
and semi-structured interview on the relationship between the perspectives of parents and care staff on growth and the 
Kindergarten were administered. 
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The results showed that collaborating in childcare and spending time together provided opportunities for parents and care 
staff to learn the values of various families, which alleviated their concerns regarding childrearing. In addition, parents and 
care staff viewed childrearing as an opportunity for their own growth, and actively found meaning in childrearing. 

No. 526   Issues of access, equality and quality of universal basic education for the nigerian child 
Beatrice Bahago, Deborah Ishaya, Adamu Ango 

This paper focuses o issues of access, equality and quality of Universal Basic Education in relation to the Nigerian child. It 
looks at objectives of UBE designed to provide qualitative education for the sustainable development of every Nigerian 
child, irrespective of demographic characteristics. This accounts for the huge budgetary allocation to Universal Basic 
Education Commission by the Federal Government. With ten years of launching of UBE, issues of access, equity and 
quality which it was meant address seem to be undermine the attainment of its objectives and posed as challenges 
towards the preparation of the Nigerian child towards the realization of his potentials for the development of the nation. 

No. 527   Multicultural education in Korea: Listening to multiethnic groups' account concerning Korea's early 
childhood education 
Yoon H Lee, Yoo-Seon Bang 

Lately, South Korea is increasingly placed with diverse multiethnic groups and 
foreign immigrants. The total foreign and immigrant population in 2008 was 
estimated to be 1.8% of the nation's total, a 23.3% increase over the 
previous year. Consequently, the number of multiethnic and immigrant children have proliferated in schools across the 
country. The present study examined how these multiethnic immigrant families participate and perceive the Korean early 
childhood educational system via in-depth interviews. The research particularly focused on early childhood education 
given that it is a critical period but has been limitedly studied in comparison to other multiethnic student groups. A total of 
10 parents who were international marriage migrants, North Korean refugees, and immigrant laborers were participated. 
According to these parents, administrators/schools/teachers generally supported the parents by showing individual 
attention to the child and family, offering frequent workshops and activities, informing parenting education and 
introducing differing parenting styles in Korea, etc. Nonetheless, the parents 
concurred that language differences were the biggest barrier when attempting to further engage in their child's education. 
The parents accordingly hoped further attention from teachers/administrators/schools regarding their child's language and 
cognitive learning. In the end, the parents wanted acceptance from the Korean educational system rather than being 
called for assimilation; for example, the parents suggested educating all parents about various parenting styles rather than 
exclusively educating multiethnic families about different parenting styles in Korea. The present research offers 
suggestions for teacher educators and schools concerning varied ways of multicultural education in Korea. 

 

V:9 Individual paper session     Friday 13:30 - 15:00        Room: BE 015       No. 528-530 

No. 528   The Relation between Individual Differences in Pretend Play and Theory of Mind 
Sook-Yi Kim 

The purpose of this study was to demonstrate the relation between individual differences in pretend play and theory of 
mind in a study of 152 4- and 5-year-old boys and girls. Children were interviewed about their imaginary companions, 
impersonation of imagined characters and were given tasks assessing their level of pretend play and verbal knowledge. In 
a second session 1 week later(Time II), children were given a series of theory of mind tasks, including measures of 
appearance-reality, false belief, representational change, and perspective taking. The theory of mind tasks were 
significantly intercorrelated with the effects of verbal knowledge and age statistically controlled. Individual differences in 
pretense were assessed by (1) identifying children who created imaginary characters, and (2) extracting factor scores 
from a combination of interview and behavioral measures(pretense). Each of these pretense assessments were 
significantly related to the theory of mind performance of the 5-year-old children, independent of verbal knowledge. 

No. 529   An exploratory study of the practice of dramatic play in the Hong Kong kindergarten 
Tam Po-chi 

Although the preschool teachers in Hong Kong understand that dramatic play is vital to childhood education, dramatic play 
is commonly used as a tool for teaching and socialization in the local kindergartens. In order to investigate the teachers' 
practices and perceptions of dramatic play, a survey which involves 131 preschool teachers, followed by two school case 
studies, is conducted. The results reveal that there is domination of social dramatic play which stresses on reception of 
social conventions in everyday life rather than imaginative and aesthetic experiences in fictive world. The case studies 
further find that in order to fulfill the curriculum needs and the teaching goals the social dramatic play is 'taught' in a 
structured approach. The paper accounts for the domination of such edifying dramatic play as a result of insufficient 
teacher training about children play and also drama education. It also suggests to introduce drama education as a way to 
neutralize the academic and formal application of play. Instead of practising the social routines of everyday life, drama 
education can enrich children's arts experience and opportunity to create and imagine. 
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No. 530  Child-adult play in hospital setting – children’s stories about their experiences in hospital 
Briitta Hiitola 

Children play their own experiences and play is engaged children’s sociocultural reality. Research of the value of play in 
health care settings indicates that play programs increases children’s self-comforting, decreases their pain and stress 
experiences and promotes their sense of control over illness and institutionalization. Studies also reported that play helps 
prepare children for impending medical procedures. However, research on childhood and children’s everyday living by 
children’s point of view in hospital settings are less than fully documented. In this paper I report children’s play stories 
procedures by adult-child play sessions in hospital setting. The present study focus on three primary questions: what are 
the themes of children’s play in hospital, what play acting shows about children’s experiences in hospitalization and how 
support children with chronic illness in educational challenges by adult-child play. The data come from video-recordings of 
play sessions in a hospital play department involving child and preschoolteacher. The other data is stimulated recall 
interviews with preschoolteachers after every play sessions. Participants are four children with chronic illness who 
undergo organ transplantation. Data collection time was one year by every child. The first data analyzing displays of 
episodes and themes of children’s play. A second threat to analyze data is child and adult interaction in play sessions. 
Analyzing the STR interviews obtains information regarding intervention ideas to support children’s educational needs. 
This ongoing study shows that children’s play stories varied to specific medical play actions to everyday living stories from 
wards and outside world. 

 

V:10 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B1 132      No. 531-533 

No. 531  To become advocates for children through dialogue with practices in the world-in Japan. 
                Para convertires en defensores de los ninos del dialogo con practicas en el mundo-en Japon 
                Pour se fairetes avocats des enfants le dialogue ayant avecles pradiques daus le monde-en Japan 
MARI MORI, Toshiko KANEDA 

To listen and to observe children are the departure points for teachers to advocates for the rights of every child, and to 
respect a child's cultural background. This is very important in diversifying societies. Japan has been perceived as a 
homogeneous country for a long time. However, the influx of foreign children into kindergarten and day nurseries has 
grown. The authors of the study felt the needs for practitioners to know practices of the world and to develop their 
practices respecting children's cultural backgrounds. Therefore, the authors designed and carried out a course, 
"Comparative Early Childhood Education and Care". 
The study has two parts: the first part illustrates the students in a pre-service teacher program's views of practices of the 
world. Then, they compared practices of the world and Japan. The examinations helped the students to heighten their 
awareness of philosophy and theories of practices of the world and Japan. The second part illustrates new teachers' 
views of their practices who took the course before. Having dialogues with practices of the world clearly showed that both 
the students and the new teachers had deepened and broaden their views of practice of the world and of their own, Japan. 
Furthermore, they had grown their morale to become teachers to advocates for the rights of every child. The authors 
believe the role of OMEP to provide an arena for both students and practitioners in the world to have dialogue for 
advocating the rights of all children in the world. 

No. 532   Pedagogical Documentation and the Difficulty of Seeing 
                La documentación pedagógica y la dificultad de ver 
                La documentation pédagogique et la difficulté du regard 
Patricia Tarr, David Kelly 

Documentation, a process undertaken by the educators in the infant-toddler and preprimary schools in Reggio Emilia, is a 
form of “visible listening” (Rinaldi, 2006, p. 100) that incorporates children’s words, photographic images, and artifacts 
reconstructed to make children’s learning visible to themselves, to teachers, and to others. Pedagogical documentation 
(Dahlberg, Moss & Pence 1998/2007) places educators as researchers at the center of teaching and learning with the 
value for children having agency in their own learning. According to Dahlberg, Moss & Pence, “When we document we are 
co-constructors of children’s lives…. The documentation tells us something about how we have constructed the child, as 
well as ourselves as pedagogues” (p.147). 
Robertson (2006 p. 148) argues the historical, cultural and contextual lenses that educators wear as they document and 
observe may obscure and prevent them from seeing new possibilities for ethical educational encounters with children. In 
our experiences, when teachers begin to document learning within their primary classrooms, their gaze is tightly focused 
on children in relationship to the curriculum for assessment purposes (Tarr, Bjartveit, Kostiuk & McCowan, 2009). It may 
be insufficient to share documentation artifacts with colleagues to broaden perspectives when these colleagues wear the 
same lenses. The authors will explore how teachers examining their own contexts through Bronfenbrenner's (1979) 
Ecological Model, may help them unpack systemic ideologies that narrow their vision as a step towards gaining multiple 
perspectives that support children as protagonists in their learning. 

No. 533   Chinese Children's concept of death 
Mun WONG 
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This study explored preschool children's concept of death. 15 preschool children were interviewed by their teacher about 
their experience of the death of the love ones and how they had coped with the loss. It was found that children's concept 
of death was related to 1) the role of the dead, 2) causality of the dead, 3) emotions associated with the loss of the loved 
one and 4) their personal experience. It was found that Chinese parents seldom talked about the casuality of death or 
grief with the children. Crying was discouraged even the child wanted to cry when experiencing the death of the love one. 
Some children stated that when they had the chance to talk about grief with the teacher, parents and peers, it helped them 
to cope better with the grief. By understanding children's concept and experience of death, teachers and parents will be in 
a better position to help children to cope with the loss of the love one. Implication of the study will be discussed at the end 
of the presentation. 

 

V:11 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B1 133 No. 534-536 

No. 534   The construction of place identity in outdoor education 
                La construction de l’identité du lieu durant l'enseignement en plein air 
                La construcctión de la identidad de lugar en educación al aire libre 
Eva Änggård 

Traditionally, nature and excursions in natural environments have played an important role in Scandinavian preschools. 
There are even preschools with a special outdoor profile where most of the day is spent outdoors, preferably in a forest 
located near the preschool. In recent years the number of such preschools has increased. 
The purpose of this paper is to analyse how place identity is constructed by teachers and children in an outdoor preschool. 
The preschool had 32 children between 1½ and 6 years old divided into two groups. The study had an ethnographic 
design and data includes video observations, interviews and local documents. In the studied preschool different practices 
contributed to the construction of place identity in the forest. Each group had chosen their ‘own’ place that they generally 
visited three days a week. These places were delineated from the surroundings in different ways, by natural features or 
small roads. Within the places different parts were used for separate functions like eating, sleeping or playing. On the way 
to the places the same paths were used every day. Ritual elements were used to mark transitions, for example one group 
pretended to open a door when they entered the forest. In the places the staff dramatized and made up exiting stories and 
the children played fantasy play. In that way the places were loaded with a magic sense. All these practices contributed to 
the construction of place identity. 

No. 535   How do preschool children see their environment: attitudes towards environmental issues 
Deniz Kahriman- Ozturk, Refika Olgan, Gaye Teksoz 

This study aimed to get detailed information about preschool children's attitudes towards environmental issues. The study 
included a total of 40 preschool age children chosen from two different urban and rural residential areas in the districts of 
Ankara, Turkey. In this study, qualitative research design was employed and the data were collected through interviews. 
The interview questions were adapted from "The Children's Attitudes toward the Environment Scale-Preschool Version" 
(CATES-PV) (Musser & Diamond, 1999). Within the adaptation process, the CATES- PV was translated into Turkish and 
also a picture format of each question was developed to make questions more understandable for preschool children. By 
using 15 questions, preschool children's understandings of environmental issues in terms of consumption patterns, 
environmental protection, reusing-recycling, and living habits were deeply investigated. The results indicated that 
preschool children's answers to the questions related to consuming water, paper and electric were mostly from 
anthropocentric point of view. Also, many children believed that we need to protect animals and plants in order to keep 
stability of the nature. Concerning reusing and recycling patterns, only a few number of children had ideas about reusing 
and recycling of different materials. Regarding living habits of children, they mostly preferred natural settings 
to play and live. The overall results indicated that children had environmentally friendly feelings, understandings and 
practices on environmental issues. On the other hand, the underlying reasons making them behave environmentally 
friendly were not pro-environmental. 

No. 536   Learning for Sustainable Development in Pre-School - in a pre-school in the north of Sweden? 
Per Edberg 

The presentation will focus on how Tomtebogård School and Pre-school organises and implements its curriculum in order 
to get learning for sustainable development to permeate all activities for children between the ages of one and six. 
Tomtebogård School and Pre-school was started in 1995. From the outset, working with nature, environment and ecology 
was an overall goal. 
The pre-school has access to school woods and a school garden. The teachers and other staff were trained in outdoor 
pedagogy and after a few years, were required to plan, implement and evaluate their work with nature and environment. 
After a few years, the staff chose to apply for the government’s “School for Sustainable development” award. To be 
eligible, the school and pre-school were required to work holistically with teaching and pedagogical content of sustainable 
development. 
The most important thing that we have learned from this work is that school management must be a very active driving 
force. It is necessary that all staff is involved and that everyone has access to professional development. If this succeeds, 
the methodology tends to work. 
During the presentation, I will show some of the hands-on methods we have used with the children to help them develop 
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their understanding and their knowledge, and influence their own daily learning about sustainable development. 
Participation and democracy are crucial aspects of a sustainable society. 

 

V:12 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B1 134      No. 537-539 

No. 537   The Relationship between Interactive Behaviors and Competence in Preschool Children: a Sociocultural 
Interpretation 
Henrietta Yan Yu LAI, Susanna LAI-YEUNG 

Studies on young children’s interactive behaviors often treat these as part of school readiness or as learning-related skills, 
which in turn are seen as good predictors of early success in school. This paper reports a study which aimed to 
investigate whether there was a significant difference in the level of general competence in more interactive than less 
interactive preschool children in Hong Kong. As there was no previous local research on this topic, the present study 
could fill this research gap and provide insight on early childhood education practices which could have implications on 
school readiness and early success. The study was carried out using 42 preschool children in Hong Kong. The 
competencies of these children in different areas were assessed using the Preschoolers Ability Scale in a non-participant 
observation method. Semi-structured interviews with teachers were conducted separately. Results found that more 
interactive children were more competent in motor, language, and cognitive aspects, whereas less interactive children 
showed significantly higher scores in social competence. It was also noteworthy that class size seemed to have an effect 
on children’s competence. Existing literature findings and a socio-cultural perspective focusing on the role of cultural 
norms and expectations were offered to discuss and explain the results. This paper ended with suggestions on how 
preschool educators could provide support to facilitate young children’s development. 

No. 538   A Process-oriented Approach to Enhancing Children’s Learning: A Case Study of a Hong Kong 
Kindergarten 
SIU MAN WONG, SING PUI CHAN 

Over the past few decades, many early childhood professionals have stressed that young children must be engaged in an 
active quest for learning and new ideas (Bredekamp & Copple, 1997; Katz, 1994). In Hong Kong, increasing early 
childhood programs have been designed for providing an active learning environment for young children to learn. This 
case study aimed at exploring how a kindergarten made use of the school’s organization capacity to improve its 
curriculum planning, teaching, learning and assessment practice. Case study method was adopted for this inquiry and 
various qualitative data collection methods were employed. They included interviews with the school personnel, site 
observations, collection of documents, and personal notes. The strategy of naturalistic generalization was used in the 
process of analysis. The findings showed that there was a paradigm shift of pedagogy and assessment practice from an 
outcome-oriented approach to a process-oriented approach. The changes were built on the strength of school capacity 
supporting self-improvement. The development of a culture of collaboration and professional learning communities helped 
to enhance teacher development and build school capacity. The study urges the improvement of a process-oriented 
approach to teaching and learning, and the use of authentic data to understand the learning progress of young children. 

No. 539   Examination of Turkish preschool curriculum's effect on children's concept acquisition 
                Estudio del currículum preescolar turco en la adquisición de conceptos en niños 
                Les effets du programme scolaire turc de la maternelle sur l'acquisition de concepts chez l'enfant 
Mehmet Toran, Z. Fulya Temel 

Concepts have an important role in human life especially during childhood. Children learn, perceive, shape the world and 
improve the life skills by concept acquisition. The aim of this study is to examine the effect of Turkish preschool curriculum 
on children's concept acquisition. The research was carried out assessing children on three occasions, on September 
2008, January 2009, and June 2009, respectively. Research was conducted on 24 children who were 5 years old, and 
schooled according to Turkish preschool curriculum. Bracken Basic Concept Scale-Revised (BBCS-R), which has six 
subtests [School Readiness Composite (SRC), Direction/Position (DP), Self/Social Awareness (SSA), Texture/Material 
(TM), Quantity (Q), Time/Sequence (TS)] developed by Bracken (1998), was used as a data collection instrument. The 
observations were entered in a two factor MANOVA employing assessment occasion (3), and subtest (6) as main factors. 
Result indicated that assessment occasion had a statistically significant main effect ( =.03; F6,18=96.41; p=.000). 
According to the univariate ANOVA results of all subtests significantly differed among the three assessment occasions, in 
all subtests, there are statistically meaningful differences at School Readiness Composite:F2,46=29.51, p=.000; 
Direction/Position:F2,46=51.91, p=.000; Self/Social Awareness:F2,46=12.81, p=.000; Texture/Material:F2,46=30.08, 
p=.000; Quantity:F2,46=34.84 p=.000; Time/Sequence: F2,46=45.06 p=.000. Post hoc analysis were used to compare 
assessment occasions for all subtests and there were meaningful differences among three occasions of all subtests 
(SRC=1th<2nd<3rd; DP=1th<2nd<3rd; SSA=1th<2nd=3rd; TM=1th<2nd<3rd; Q=1th<2nd<3rd; TS=1th<2nd<3rd). The 
results show that Turkish preschool curriculum has positive effect on children's concept acquisition. 
Keywords: Turkish Preschool Curriculum, Concept Acquisition, Children 
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No. 540   Exploring Children’s Action Competence through Participation in Waste Management Activities 
Nthalivi Silo 

In Botswana, participation in environmental learning activities has been perceived as a central component of 
environmental education in formal education. Driven by the need to implement the objective of making the participatory 
approach part of the infusion of environmental education in the school curriculum as prescribed by the infusion policy, 
Botswana schools have come up with initiatives to involve learners in environmental education activities that seem to have 
“a direct, perceived benefit to the learners” (NEESAP, 2007:9). Within this approach it is expected that children should 
participate in these activities. However, Ketlhoilwe (2007) revealed that there has been a normalization of environmental 
education into existing school culture through equating waste management activities with environmental education. This 
generally entails cleaning activities by learners to maintain ‘clean schools’ which is directly associated with environmental 
education. Drawing from detailed case study data in one rural primary school with six 11 year-old Standard 6 learners, 
Cultural Historical Activity Theory and qualitative participatory methods were used to investigate and explain how learners 
participate in these waste management activities. Findings from this study revealed that there are existing tensions in the 
teachers’ attempts to meet the policy imperative through prescription of rules, and ascribing roles to learners in waste 
management activities. This gives rise to an elusive object of the children’s participation, as the purpose for their 
participation in these activities is not clear because of stifled dialogue between teachers and children resulting in the 
children’s action competence being curtailed. 

No. 541   Education for sustainable development in comprehensive schools'  teaching and school culture 
Seppo Saloranta, Anna Uitto 

Education for sustainable development (ESD) is an important cross-curricular theme in the Finnish schools. A sustainable 
school should not only provide pupils with information but to educate them to become active citizens with knowledge and 
skills to make informed choices in their life. SEED project (Sustainable Food Education for Self-Efficacy Development -
How to encourage future citizens to act for a sustainable society) is a multidisciplinary project concerning ESD and food 
education. My research is a part of subproject 2 (Factors behind students and teachers sustainable actions) and my 
special interest concerns the implementation of ESD in the primary school. The theoretical background of the study lies on 
the social cognitive theory, the theory of planned behaviour and models predicting environmental responsible behaviour. 
The aim of my research is to find out what the relationship between the factors of importance for sustainable actions 
among class teachers and 6th grade pupils is. School as a social community, school culture and norms are important for 
ESD, and that is why I have researched headmaster’s role. My presentation is based on a large-scale survey that has 
been carried out in 110 Finnish comprehensive schools (grade 1-6). The questionnaire contained questions concerning 
e.g. sustainable actions, experiences, values, attitudes, interest, norms and self-efficacy. The study provided information 
on the factors affecting pupils’ sustainable actions, with special reference to schools’ action culture. Results of this 
research can be used for developing ESD and teacher education. 
Keywords: education for sustainable development, comprehensive school, school action culture, environmentally 
responsible behaviour 

No. 542   Education for Sustainable Development in Taiwanese Alternative Schools 
                La Educación para el Desarrollo Sostenible de la variante de Taiwán de Escuelas 
                Education au développement durable dans les écoles alternatives de Taiwan 
Tsao-Lin Fong 

“Symbio-sophy” （wisdom of co-existence）should be the critical concept for the realization of education for Sustainable 
Development according to Edgar Morin’s famous writing “Seven Complex Lessons in Education for the Future”, which is 
written in responding the request of UNESCO. But the actual practice of this significant idea should consider holistically 
the local cultural context. This study intends to explore the actual experience of education for Sustainable Development in 
Taiwan, particularly with the focus on the learning about “symbio-sophy”. The objective of this study is two different type of 
alternative school (early childhood stage), one of them belongs to the Waldorf-education system, while the other is 
established according to Taiwanese local culture. The pre-study shows that these two schools have made excellent 
achievement regarding the environment education as well as citizenship education. Research methods include field study, 
interviewing and document analysis. Through the systematic comparison about related categories, the research expects 
to present strengthens, weakness’ as well as their particular experience of the two alternative school regarding the 
sustainable education. The author attempts also to offer the conclusion from this study as meaningful reference for the 
emergent task of education for sustainable development in the whole island of Taiwan. 

Key-concept：symbio-sophy, alternative school, Waldorf-education, Taiwanese local culture 
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No. 543   The challenges of implementing the National Policy on Integrated Early Childhood Development in 
Northern Nigeria 
MARY HAGGAI 
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In spite of her vast natural resources especially oil, Nigeria has not made any appreciable progress in development. The 
paper sees the underdevelopment of the country in general and the north in particular s resulting from lack of adequate 
early child hood care and education that would have lead a solid foundation for learning, formation of values and attitudes, 
and good social skills In view of the multi faceted problem of the Nigerian child including disease, malnutrition, abuse, 
neglect and poverty. The federal government formulated a national policy of integrated early childhood development 
(IECD) in 2007 which aim at giving holistic approach to rarely childhood care and development. The policy incorporates 
nine ministries and departments as stake holders which are relevant in providing intervention for the cognitive social, 
physical, moral and emotional development of the child. This paper examines the challenges of implementing the the 
policy in the northern part of the country. It looks at issues of funding, infrastructure and environmental structures, 
teachers and other personnel, the participation of stakeholders, and the participation of families and communities. The 
paper will make recommendation for the successful implementation of the policy in this part of the country. 

No. 544   Through the eyes of a Singaporean child: What’s missing in ECCE policy and practice 
                A través de los ojos de un niño en Singapur: ¿Qué falta en la política y la práctica de la primera infancia 
                À travers les yeux d'un enfant de Singapour: Ce qui manque dans la politique et la pratique 
Sirene Lim, Audrey Lim 

Many people have come to acknowledge the existence of the small island nation of Singapore because of its rapid 
economic growth, political resilience in a largely Islamic region, and an academically rigorous education system. However, 
less is known of the challenges faced by its early childhood educators caught in the contemporary web of global cultural 
flows forming varied ethnoscapes, mediascapes, technoscapes, finanscapes, and ideoscapes (Appadurai, 1996). 
This paper presents a discussion of key issues in recent developments of Singapore’s early childhood care and education 
(ECCE) landscape. Issues pertaining to government policies on provision, teaching practices, and teacher preparation are 
juxtaposed against data gathered through an ethnographic study of peer culture among a group of 4-to-5-year-olds to 
reveal gaps between rhetoric and reality in early childhood care and education when we acknowledge different kinds of 
childhood(s) occuring in a relatively small urban population of 4.5 million people. 
The “eyes of a Singaporean child” used in this paper represent the daily realities of immigrant children, children with 
parents who have been touched by AIDS, children raised mainly by grandparents, children who speak little English, and 
children who are unfamiliar with the consumerist culture found in many middle-class homes. Through this composite lens 
of children’s knowledge about their world, we interpret and examine unintended outcomes of 1) ECCE policy on minimal 
government role in provision and monitoring of “quality;” 2) national recommendations for developmentally appropriate 
practices; and 3) efficacy of privatized teacher preparation training agencies in a capitalist market. 

No. 545   A Policy Based Functional Analysis of the Children’s Workforce in Scotland 
                Una política basó el análisis funcional de la mano de obra de los niños en Escocia 
                Une politique a basé l'analyse fonctionnelle de la main d'oeuvre des enfants en Ecosse 
Aline-Wendy Dunlop, Jacque Fee, Jacqueline Henry, Joan Martlew, Liz Seagraves, Susan Henderson 

Outcomes for children and families vary considerably across Scotland and the Scottish Indices of Multiple Deprivation 
(SIMD) 2009 figures continue to reveal areas of multiple deprivation: thus it is important to identify the functions of the 
workforce and the core requirements needed to fulfill those functions in the climate of aspiration �œto transform 
outcomes for children, young people and their families'. In late 2009 Scottish Government's Children, Young People and 
Social Care Directorate (Workforce and Capacity Issues Division), commissioned a functional analysis of policy affecting 
children and young people in Scotland. The aims of the project were to identify the single purpose of the workforce called 
"The Children's Workforce" and a set of main functions and sub-functions of the this workforce. In this paper we draw from 
our final research report to define this workforce and focus on what current Scottish Government policy says about: the 
aspirations for services for children and young people; the roles that the wider children's workforce is expected to fulfill; 
the knowledge, skills, competences, attitudes and values that are evident or implied in policy papers; the competences 
that the children's workforce is expected to possess; the gaps that exist between policy and role definition; the policy 
elements that are associated with a high quality children's workforce; the staff competences that can be identified as 
contributing to successful policy implementation and the production of a functional map to inform the policy direction for 
early childhood. 
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En ESPAÑOL – this session will be held in SPANISH 

No. 546   Desarrollo y sustentabilidad en la educación de la infancia 
                Development and sustainability in childhood education 
                Le développement e la durabilité dans l´éducation des enfants 
Maria Aparecida Salmaze 

Este resumen trae resultados de una pesquisa descritiva realizada por medio de un estudio de caso efectivado en el 
Instituto de Educación Infantil, mantenido en Campo Grande, por la OMEP/Brasil/Mato Grosso do Sul, con niños del nivel 
I, en el rango de 2 a 3 años, en el año de 2009, promoviendo cambios en la rutina de la Educación de la Infancia y el 
papel de los educadores frente a las intervenciones necesarias con los niños para el desarrollo de acciones reflexivas en 
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la construcción de una educación para la sustentabilidad. 
El tema propuesto, surge del entendimiento de que la formación docente es en su esencia, construcción social e histórica, 
el cual ocupa un papel de referencia en las relaciones de enseñanza y aprendizaje. Por ello, fuimos instigados, en el 
decorrer del planeamiento anual realizado en el Instituto, a discutir posturas para refletir en acciones para un futuro mejor. 
La cuestión está en como construir una realidad profesional consciente en relación a la Educación para el Desarrollo 
Sustentable en la organización del trabajo en relación al niño y su identidad , entendiendo que la infancia en cuanto 
categoria socialmente construida es atravesada por marcadores sociales. 
Esa pesquisa se realiza, ayudándonos a compreender que el trabajo didáctico pedagógico en la Educación Infanti, 
contribuya para que los niños incorporen como ciudadanos nuevas formas de ser y estar en el mundo. 

No. 547   Los patrones culturales en la práctica de juegos de los niños y niñas. 
               Cultural patterns in the practice games children 
               Les modéles culturels dans la pratique des jeaux d'enfants. 
Elba Domaccin 

Surge como una necesidad de conocer las razones por las cuales los niños y niñas de los Jardines de Infantes y de los 
primeros años de Educación Básica practican ciertos juegos infantiles con inequidad de género, habiendo determinado 
que estos están condicionados por patrones culturales dominantes en el contexto.Los patrones culturales contienen los 
elementos de la cultura, todas aquellas coincidencias de las pautas de conducta individuales que manifiestan los 
miembros de una sociedad lo que los niños/as reproducen en los juegos, presentándose una discriminación hacia las 
niñas, perpetuándose el estereotipo de lo masculino y femenino, las niñas se repliegan a zonas más seguras en sus 
juegos. 
Se establecieron como patrones culturales: uso de juguetes exclusivos para cada sexo, represión a niños que no usan 
juguetes que la sociedad le impone, 
realización de juegos acorde con su sexo, reproducción de roles asignados por la cultura en el juego, práctica de juegos 
más recios en los niños que en las niñas, utilización mayoritaria del espacio de los juegos por los niños más que por las 
niñas. 
Para superar la situación planteada se realizaron Seminarios de Capacitación para los docentes y padres de familia, 
campaña en periódicos, radio y televisión. 
En este proceso de sensibilización se trataron los siguientes temas: el proceso de la construcción, la identidad y los roles 
de género, la familia y las relaciones de género. 
Ahora, niños y niñas juegan con equidad en ambiente interiores y al aire libre. 

 

V:16 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B2 215      No. 549-550 

No. 549   Confronting the Crisis in American Kindergartens 
                Encarar la Crisis en Jardines de infancia americanos 
                Affronter la Crise dans les Jardins d'enfants américains 
Dominic Gullo 

American kindergartens have undergone a radical change in ways few Americans are aware of. Many kindergartens use 
curricula that are highly prescriptive and geared to standardized tests. These practices are not grounded in research and 
are in defiance of established child development principles and good teaching. 
This crisis highlights the dilemma that exists in today’s American kindergartens. Kindergarten is no longer a place where 
children become familiar with the social expectations of school and where basic academic skills are established. 
Academically oriented teacher-directed instruction has eclipsed children’s opportunities for active learning based on 
exploration, socialization, imagination and creativity. 
Early childhood professionals agree that all children have the right to a kindergarten experience that enables them to have 
a sense of empowerment, well-being and accomplishment. This while making certain that each kindergarten child meets 
the academic standards that will ensure his or her future school and personal success. In this session, extant research 
that focuses on ways to address this crisis will be discussed. Actual classroom examples that exemplify this research will 
be provided as a means to illustrate how using research can improve existing kindergarten classroom practice while 
address academic standards. The framework for this discussion will be organized around the following questions: 
1. How do we maintain developmentally and culturally appropriate teaching while addressing academic standards? 
2. How do we appropriately use assessment practices to inform kindergarten curriculum and teaching? 
3. What is the changing role of kindergarten within the wider landscape of early education and care? 

No. 550   Building An Array of Services for Early Childhood Education: – Presentation of Work Model 
Anat Bar 

The average development of the mind, the first stages in the creation of a person's personality, and his many personal 
relationships that the baby creates with his surroundings explains the urgency in providing high quality developmental 
services at this early stage. 
The research in this field of early childhood reports the need that relates to all spheres of life of the child – his parents, 
family, educational and medical staff that work with him in the community and the specific cultural contacts and habits that 
touch his life. 
When we wish to build a community service we must take into account a key idea that includes all aspects: management, 
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professional and budgetary. In Tirat Carmel in Israel there is a Center that encompasses a wide range of services, and 
relates in a holistic manner to the child, family and community and their relations between them. 
The center comprises programs for the parents and children, including educational frameworks and therapeutic 
frameworks for children with special needs. In the therapeutic framework the staff works in collaboration with other agents 
in the community. 
The Center is based on developmental theories that place the interaction between the child and his surroundings at the 
focus of attention, and the interactions between the Center and other agents and organizations in the community. 
The lecture will publish the work model and present results of an implementation process on different levels. 

 

V:17 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B2 216      No. 551-553 

No. 551   CHALLENGES IN REHABILITATION OF WAR-AFFECTED CHILDREN 
Samaradivakara Candauda Arachchige 

Exposure of children to the atrocities of armed conflict have lasting detrimental consequencies.The post-conflict 
rehabilitation programme to be implemented in SRI LANKA is geared towards healing the physical,mental,and 
psychological scars which victims suffered.In refugee camps where basic amenities are absent mothers are obstructed in 
the performance of their role as care-givers.The challenge facing the rehabilitation program mme is negative impact of the. 
intensification of ethnic disharmony on the childrens mind The strategies incorporate indegenous values drawing on the 
modern techniques of early childhood education and the concept of sustainable development. 

No. 552   Ethics and ethical decision making in early childhood education 
                Ética y tomar decisiones éticas se realiza en la educación preescolar 
                La morale et l'éthique au cours de l'enfance, l'éducation des Premières décisions 
Safak Ozturk Aynal 

Not only in all educational areas but also in early childhood education ethical decision making of a teacher could be 
affected by his / her moral nature. In this manner, teacher's role in his / her classroom is like a moral authority. Thus, 
ethical decision making skill is extremely important for the teacher's professional performance. However, while teachers 
sometimes are able to be ethical, their ethical decision-making processes can sometimes be influenced by various factors 
such as social, cultural and moral values. Because teachers generally work in public schools, they likely need professional 
skills to enhance their decision-making. When a teacher makes a decision, the teacher must apply standards and 
evaluate what they are doing at every step of their practice. Therefore, teachers must know how to analyze events, 
evaluate them, and make comments. That is why in this paper, the important factors of ethical behavior in teaching 
profession especially in early childhood teaching, some appraoches about moral and ethical decison making process and 
what should teachers need to be attention in ethical decision making process will be discussed in the light of the literature 
rewiev. 

No. 553   From marginalisation to meaningful education for Australian Aboriginal children 
                De la marginalisación a la educación significativa los niños aborígenes australianos 
                De la marginalisation vers une éducation valorisante aux enfants aborigènes australiens 
Marguerite Maher 

There are 80 different Aboriginal cultural groups in the Northern Territory (NT), Australia; 40 different Indigenous 
languages are still spoken as a first language. Aboriginal children make up 40 per cent of the school aged population of 
the NT by comparison with 4 per cent nationally; by 2014 they will make up 50 per cent. NT Indigenous children do not 
achieve well on National testing scales. Teacher retention rates in remote Indigenous schools have been problematic for 
decades and the problem persists. The world within which these children live is challenged on several levels. Against that 
backdrop, this paper describes initiatives currently being undertaken by lecturers at Charles Darwin University in 
partnership with remote Aboriginal communities to reverse these trends and improve learning outcomes for Aboriginal 
children. Specifically the "Strong Foundations" and "Growing Our Own" projects are discussed in relation to the new 
national Early Years curriculum which was published in 2009 and implemented in 2010. The Strong Foundations project 
explores ways of enhancing literacy and numeracy outcomes for children aged 0 to 5, and the Growing Our Own project 
provides teacher education, in situ, in remote Aboriginal communities to preservice teachers, including early childhood 
teachers. These graduates are well placed to bridge the divide between the children and their parents’ cultural aspirations 
and those of a Western curriculum. Positives for Aboriginal children as a consequence of these projects, and improved 
social capital within remote communities, are reported. 

 

V:18 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B3 315      No. 554-556 

No. 554   Listening, Talking With and Observing Preschoolers: Using video to document interviews and more 
Carol R. Darcy 
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This presentation recounts one OMEP-USA member's experience using videotape to record the non-verbal/verbal 
responses and behaviors of a random sample (N=23) of preschool-aged children who were interviewed about the OMEP 
XXVI World Congress logo. The children attend a multi-ethnic child care center near Boston, MA. As a subset of the total 
sample of interview responses gathered for the Logo Interview Project, this presentation not only documents highlights of 
the interview process wbut includes footage documenting the responses of family members, who voluntarily agreed to 
attend a video screening and discuss their observations after viewing their children being interviewed and sharing their 
opinions about the children's responses and educating their children about sustainable development. (117 words) 
While conclusions about the sample's responses will not be compared with the large sample, a brief summary about the 
children's responses will be presented along with a summary of discussions with the center director and teachers about 
the children's responses and ways that curriculum can be enhanced to enhance and support the children's understanding. 
A key question considered is the extent to which viewing interview footage raises awareness and enhances caregivers' 
interactions and planning developmentally appropriate learning experiences/curriculum about sustainable development for 
preschool-aged children. Brief attention will be given to the use of video as way to engage families in discussions about 
topics such as "sustainable development" and strengthen home/school partnerships. (231 words) 

No. 555   Support of gifted preschool children through project activity 
               Apoyo de los niños superdotados en edad preescolar a través de la actividad de proyecto 
               Soutien des enfants doués préscolaire à l'activité de projet 
Nikolay Veraksa 

The analysis of current educational practice in preschool educational establishments proves that the entire system of rules 
and their underpinning situations implies that a gifted child is ought to follow indications of grown-ups. Nevertheless, we 
believe that the main virtue of a gifted child is his or her own initiative in assimilation of reality. In other words, gifted 
children not merely assimilate the content of educational and emerging everyday situations offered by grown-ups, but 
transcend their boundaries. This leads to an important task to take account of children's initiative in the practice of 
preschool education and shaping it in a form of cultural, significant to a child, product. 
We have formulated hypotheses of the research: 
1. The support of giftedness in gifted preschoolers depends on a system of educational work that includes normative 
situations primarily aimed at support of children's initiative and its realization in culturally significant forms. 
2. Realization of children's initiative should be based upon acquirement of culturally determined tools and ways of reality 
analysis. 
3. Project activity may act as a leading activity for giftedness support in preschool establishments. 

No. 556   Successful Intelligence in the Classroom 
                Inteligencia de éxito en el aula 
                Succès de renseignement dans la salle de classe 
Saretta Kam, Wei Sze Yao, Qiao Liu 

Articles 28 and 29 of the 1989 UN convention on the Rights of the Child state that "The Child has the right to education, in 
order to develop his or her personality, talents and abilities to the fullest, develop respect for human rights, respect for 
others, respect for the natural environment and a sense of responsibility ." 

In line with this vision, the Education Bureau of Shenzhen, a Special Administration Region of China and neighbour to 
Hong Kong, has in recent years promoted progressive development of Early Childhood Education, through more 
supportive policies and administrative measures. The government also encourages schools to foster a more open-minded, 
interactive and inquiry-based approach to curriculum. 
This is demonstrated in a case study, supplemented by examples of children's work, by Shenzhen Victoria Kindergartens. 
The School had made steady progress by steering children's learning from traditional teacher-directed methods to a more 
interactive Project Approach, which enhances inquiry-based learning by using the framework of Robert Steinberg's theory 
Successful Intelligence, the ability to collate and analyze information, to apply and relate information with practicability, to 
extend children's creativity, and to engage learning and understanding with multi-cultural perspectives. This approach 
provides space and balance for teachers to inspire and for children to inquire, freedom to explore, yet enough focus to 
attain the essential elements of Successful Intelligence. 

 

V:19 Individual paper session      Friday 13:30 - 15:00      Room: B3 316      No. 557-559 

No. 557   Working together- Acting together 
               En travaillant ensemble-en agissant ensemble 
               Trabajando juntos-Actuar juntos 
Theodora Avgeri, Aikaterini Kapelou, Anastasia Stasinopoulou 

In this paper an example of putting key ESD aspects in everyday preschool practice, using and developing the 
possibilities of the existing formal curriculum, is proposed. It is presented how a shared project was developed, the aims 
and objectives set, the methods used, the results and the lessons that were learnt. 
More specifically, there is an outline of the collaboration of two complete preschool settings (teachers, children and 
parents) for the organization and materialization of an Open Day for the World Environment Day, an event which took 
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place at the City Hall of Lykovrissi square in June of 2009. The event programme included multiple environmental themed 
acts and activities prepared and performed by the kids (demonstration and manifestation of slogans in favour of the 
protection of the environment, giving out leaflets, drama performance, fiction narration and singing impromptu songs, 
interviewing the mayor). 
Furthermore, the emphasis is put on the multiple and multi-leveled collaborations that had been developed throughout this 
shared project. These collaborations involved kids from different school settings and grades, teachers from different 
educational levels (preschool and primary school), parents and the local community (local authorities, organizations and 
press). 
Finally, we suggest that we as teachers can really put ESD into practice in the schools in a meaningful and effective way 
and that collaboration is an important means towards this direction. 

No. 558   What do young children say about museums? An exploratory study in Hong Kong 
Kit Mei Wong 

Few studies of young children's learning have been undertaken in Asian museum contexts. Museums are neither popular 
social life for Hong Kong families nor social learning venue for preschoolers. This session presents some preliminary 
analysis of the data generated through an exploratory study of children’s experience in museums. Two groups of young 
children (aged 4-6) in Hong Kong were recruited from two kindergartens. They were arranged for multiple visits to a 
museum (Hong Kong Museum of Art or Hong Kong Heritage Museum) with different foci (from the normal practice of the 
preschool to tailor-made programme) in a school year. They were interviewed after their visits about their feelings and 
preferences towards the different arrangement and museum. While saying that they enjoyed exploring the museum on 
their own, some children tried to excuse from visiting the museum again. Some children thought museum was for 
everybody, whilst some suggested different ways to attract young audience and adult to museums. Their voices add to 
our ongoing conversations around museums and young children, as well as cultural citizenship. 

No. 559   Mediation with sustentability with children without love in Portugal  
Idalina Isabel de MORAIS GUIMARAES 

Meethings between parents are said to be the key using the case study methodology and has focude on class tutors with 
children at risk in school. 
I focus the eclipse on the implications of using the perspectives and behavior and goods relationship with the parents. So, 
the mistake results between together were described and evaluated the eclipse. 
Teachers with children at risk in the school had many problems because they need help, and mediation with teachers 
home visit. The eclipse result well of practice for several years by the positive partnership with the parents, it has been a 
high rewarding experimental for herself (Guimarães, 2007 in Portugal) on the project of parent involvement in a state 
primary school located in a predominantly working with families at home visit. 
It will be argued that, if this program the names Prada- Feeling- Loved is to developed into a genuine exercise in 
democratic participitation, parents must begin o be conceived of not as “adjunts” but “ “Subjects”. The parents interviewed 
in this empirical work see themselves as the mediation between results well and it is the box of secrets and was that 
school and teachers can change for the better and that it is the teacher´s job to involve and help the parents. 
Epstein, & Van Boris has considered pertinent (O.C. D. E in 1996) and Epstein´s typology of family – school partnerships 
by being a “ combination of existing practices and ideas for further practices” ( Epstein ´s & Connors, op cit., p.1)with 
Guimaraes Idalina(2010) Denver Colorado. 
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Poster exhibition in House A, Pedagogen 
 
Presentation on Wednesday 16.30 – 17.30 and Thursday 17.30 – 18.30 

Poster Session        No. P:01 

A Valuable Experience for Children: The Dim Sum and Chinese Restaurant Project 
Lai Ha, Freda Yuen 

Working within the context of a school improvement project, a kindergarten moved from its use of a theme approach in the 
classroom to a project-based learning approach in which the children were asked to seek relevant information and 
materials based on their daily interests and exploration. This article describes a Dim Sum and Chinese restaurant project 
undertaken by 6-year-old children. This presentation shared a kindergarten in Hong Kong gained awareness of the 
importance of listening, observing, and documenting children’s action approach to meet the needs and interests of 
children. 

Poster Session        No. P:02 

Educational meaning and importance being potential in the environment of attending nursery school for children 
TETSUYA AKAGI 

The purpose of this study is to clarify how environment of attending nursery school which only convenience is emphasized 
is a learning environment which the development for children is supported, and to evaluate the educational meaning and 
the importance being potential in the environment of attending nursery school. The results are summarized as follows. 
The family on foot hardly exists even if the distance from home to nursery school is less than one kilometer. In the ratio of 
parents who value going to the nursery school talking with children, parents on foot are the higher than parents using the 
bicycle and the car. It is often caught as interesting and a desirable place for children also in the place thought that 
parents are dangerous and undesirable such as the road. Therefore, the place such as the road can be expected to be 
used enough as a learning environment concerning safety on appropriate watches by parents. Moreover, the environment 
of attending nursery school is able to learn characters and rules through signboards and signatures. In addition, it was 
shown that the interest to nature rose with growth. 
The elements where children show interest in the environment of attending nursery school are different according to sex 
and growth. It is important that parents understand the elements where children show interest, and appeal appropriately 
according to them. As a result, the educational meaning being potential in the environment of attending nursery school for 
children improves further. 

Poster Session        No. P:03 

Exploring Sustainable Consumption - Practical Methods for Environmental Education 
Explorer la consommation durable - Méthodes pratiques d'éducation environnementale 
Explorando el consumo sostenible - Métodos prácticos para educación ambiental 
Elena Saarikallio, Anu Kaila 

Helsinki Metropolitan Area Reuse Centre Ltd is a social non-profit enterprise. Its aim is to reduce waste through reuse and 
environmental education. Our learning programs are designed to enhance understanding on the effects of everyday 
choices on the environment. The interdisciplinary approach focuses on student action and participation, and our methods 
and materials support the ESD -goals of early and basic education. 
The Environmental School offers training and education on sustainable consumption to groups of all ages as well as to 
their teachers. Our main focus is on the 3R - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, the emphasis being on the first two. 
The Poster presents practical methods for ESD and examples of educational materials published by the Environmental 
School. Target groups are Preschool and 1st and 2nd grade. 
Green Drama in Toy Land – Teachers material 
An imaginary trip to the world of toys where you find out how toys would like to be treated. Main goal is to encourage 
children to think about the amount, the use and necessity of toys. In Finnish, English, Swedish and Estonian 
Lennu the Flying Squirrel and the Great Mystery – Teachers material 
With Lennu children learn through games and share experiences on the basis of making sustainable choices in everyday 
life. Goal is to understand the concept of sustainable way of life and to moderate consumption. The material supports the 
Finnish National Core Curricula for Basic Education. In Finnish, English, Swedish and Russian 

Poster Session        No. P:04 

Science illustrations in a multi-media context: "Ants in the pants" an example from pre-school 
Science illustrations dans un contexte multi-media: d´un exemple de lécole maternelle 
La ciencia de las artes en un contexto de multi-media: un ejemplo desde una guardería 
Agneta Ljung-Djärf 
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When using different kinds of illustrations in educational settings; such as pictures or models; transparency is often taken 
for granted and assumed to be unproblematic. However, different ways of making meaning from visual information are 
related to culture and context. 
This poster presentation reports on a pilot study within a Swedish Research Council Project called Illustrations making 
meaning? Young pupils encountering explanatory pictures and models in science and mathematics education in primary 
school and pre-school. The aim of the project is to investigate young pupils' encounters with explanatory pictures and 
models in science and mathematics in primary school and pre-school. 
Electronic multi-media programs are a common feature in pre-schools nowadays. The aim of the present study is to give 
an example of how children may meet science in the kinds of software used at pre-school. An inventory that was carried 
out at ten pre-school departments shows that a program called Ants in the pants is frequently used. The scientific content 
is described as "you will learn about such as animals, bugs, birds, fungus and trees". An analysis of the software is made 
with a particular focus on the scinetific illustrations. 

Poster Session        No. P:05 

Trends and issues on Japanese bibliographical researches about living environment for children 
MINSON PARK, TETSUYA AKAGI 

This study aims to overview and to evaluate bibliographical trends of Japanese studies on living environment for children 
from zero to five years old. The number of analyzed literatures is about one-hundred eighty papers in the past forty-eight 
years from 1961 to 2008 at the eight Japanese academic associations on the care, development and education for 
children. The results are summarized as follows. 
1) Diversification of study on living environment 
The study on living environment increases greatly from about 2000. This reason is caused by the various child care forms 
to attempt the enhancement of support system bringing up the children began to be tried in Japan. As a result, The study 
on living environment is diversified, and shows the extensions not only the kindergarten and day nursery in daily life but 
also the environment on nighttime and the regional environments, etc. 
2) Change into study on qualitative environment 
The physical environment such as the site planning in building and the scale of space has been paid to attention in the 
study on living environment for children so far. However, the content of study has changed into the qualitative environment 
such as the psychology of care staff and family to environment and the relation between development for children and 
space in recent years. The study on evaluation to the qualitative environment has hardly existed yet though the content of 
study has changed into the qualitative environment. Therefore, this study will develop into a very important theme in the 
future. 

Poster Session        No. P:06 

Group-Care of 0-Year-Old Children Cultivated in Japan (1) 
Los Childcare de Grupo del Niño 0 Años Viejo Cultivaron en Japón 
Groupe de soins de 0-Year-Old Children cultivé au Japon 
Shizuko Matsunaga, Hirofumi Murakami, Toshiyuki Shiomi 

In Japan, 0-year-old children have cared by a group for more than half a century. About ten years ago 0-year-old's care 
was decided to implement at all day nurseries. 0-year-olds enter on April 1 every year. The earliest child is the 58th day 
after birth. Class size is about six to twenty. Concerning group-care, a mother-child relationship researcher had critical 
opinions. Therefore practitioners and researchers at day nursery has sincerely engaged in problems about 0-year-old's 
development and care. Their outcome was the charge system of care by which the same caregiver cares the same child 
as possible. 
We also examined 0-year old's holding about ten years ago. If a mother felt Child-rearing burden, the child tended not to 
be held by so many times. When caregiver held the child consciously, the child was held by own mother more times 
before. As a result, 0-year old had trusting relationships with own mother. Furthermore for five years we have studied 0-
year old's crying from a view point of caregiver, care philosophy, environment of nursery room, etc. Thus 0-year old child 
care gradually has improved now. 
Recently, the number of guardians who hopes day nursery has been increasing. As a result, some problems has 
appeared there: class size is excess before without assessment of changing environment condition. This poster will 
present 0-year-old group-care and the problems in Japan. 

Poster Session        No. P:07 

Group Care of 0-Year-Old Children Cultivated in Japan (2): Space Design of Nursery Room through Action 
Research 
Los Childcare de Grupo del Niño 0 Años Viejo Cultivaron en Japón (2) 
Groupe de soins de 0-Year-Old Children cultivé au Japon (2) 
Hirofumi Murakami, Shizuko Matsunaga, Toshiyuki Shiomi 

This poster presented environment of 0-year-old childcare to establish a principle of infant-care. Nursery conditions (class 
size, area of the room, etc.) has not advanced more half a century. Recently, with increasing the needs of day nursery 
under three, nursery conditions for infant-care has been new problem. We focused on space design in nursery room at 
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free-play time (16:00-17:00). We investigated the effects of spaces design on childcare and child’s activity through action 
research. 
The participant was day nursery for infant in Kawasaki-City (Japan). The class was 0-year-old group (13 children, mean 
age 9.2 months, range 6 - 13 months, as April, 2007). In September, nursery room was all space of playing without a 
corner. When nursery workers observed 0-year-old room by a videotape with us, they said “children were wandering in the 
room and didn’t play intensively.” After reflection, 1st-stage (October) was to set playing-house corner near the window. 
2ed-stage (January) was to part the room three corners which children selected playing on our own. Observed three 
children (A-child: 13 months, S-child, R-child: 16 months), especially quality of S child’s play was gradually more high: 
activity (S child: before 43.6%, 1-stage 66.4%, 2nd-stage 74.2%), concentration (63.0%, 69.0%, 82.8%), continuity (90s, 
87s, 187s). 
From results we suggest that environment’s design of infant-care is a professional specialities. Now we focus on other 
environments: sound, class size, color, etc. 

Poster Session        No. P:08 

Educational Environment in a Typical Kindergarten of Lithuania: The Analysis of Situation and Influencing 
Factors 
Ramune Burskaitiene, Rytis Vilkonis 

Since 2007 kindergartens in Lithuania develop the educational programs directly. In spite of the fact that decentralisation 
is appreciable in a preschool education, the organisation of educational process and social security is still rigid and difficult 
for the adaptation of family needs. 
Kindergarten today is not only institution of socialization, but also educational environment. If educational environment is 
prepared professionally, the educational process needs less teacher's inspiration. Educational environment should not be 
unified, standardized or too structured. As it is stated in national and international documents, environment in kindergarten 
should be close to home environment for maintenance of needs, the rights and interests of children. Results of research in 
Lithuania give fairly contradicting facts. Some researches show that educational environment of kindergarten does not 
correspond to preschool education models, forms of the educational assistance. Diversity of educational environment is 
not sufficient. 
The aim of the research is to find out the factors negatively influencing educational environment in the typical 
kindergartens of Lithuania. The main methods are the analysis of national documents, the method of Delfi. 

Poster Session        No. P:09 

Un arroyo que sostiene. Proyecto Educación Inicial y Desarrollo Sustentable. 
A stream that supports.Project Early Education and Sustainable Development. 
Un ruisseau qui prend en charge Projet Education préscolaire et développemen t durable  
Gabriela Etchebehere 

A partir de la implementación del Proyecto mundial impulsado por OMEP Suecia en el Centro de Educación Inicial 
CEIBSE, Montevideo- Uruguay en noviembre de 2009, se constata que la mayoría de niños y niñas desconoce que 
significa “desarrollo sustentable”. También surge la inquietud en las maestras de profundizar sobre lo que es la ESD y de 
interiorizar mayormente a las familias sobre la misma. 
Nos planteamos entonces este Proyecto que tiene como: 
Objetivo general: 
Fortalecer el concepto de educación para el desarrollo sustentable (ESD) en maestras, niños, niñas, y familias del centro 
educativo CEIBSE. 
Objetivos específicos: 
- Promover la comprensión de lo que se entiende por “desarrollo sustentable” 
- Identificar acciones educativas que se inscriben en la EDS. 
- Propiciar nuevas acciones que contribuya a la EDS 
Desde un diseño variado, se integran diversos métodos complementarios que contribuyan al logro de los objetivos. La 
implementación implica actividades con niños, niñas, maestras y familias. 
Cabe aclarar que el receso de año curricular en nuestro país es de diciembre a marzo, por lo que recién se podrá 
implantar el proyecto a partir de abril del 2010, pero para la fecha de realización del Congreso podremos compartir los 
resultados. 

Poster Session        No. P:10 

The project, River, inspires Japanese children for agents to develop a sustainable society. 
El proyect, River, inspira los ninos japanese en agents para el de una sociedad sostenible. 
La projet, River, inspire les enfants japonais de agents pour developper une societe durable . 
Norio Tokuda, Taiga FUKUDA, Mari MORI 

This study illustrates and exmines how the children at Akasaki day nursery in Tottori, Japan have become the agents for 
developing a sustainable society in future through a project, called "River." In general, children are perceived as immature, 
ignorant, and weak. These ideas might be true to some extent. Though, we, the authors, of this study, do not think that 
children are merely immature and youg, rather, they are full of curiosity, wanting to know about and participate in their 
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sorrounding society. When we listen to and observe children carefully, we notice that children talk about thier living world. 
The project, "River" had embedded this philosophy. We started the project with our belief that children have rights to 
develop curriculum: the project had started from the children's curiosity about a river nearby Akasaki day nursery. The 
children's interests of ocean and river made them to carry out the project, such as exploring the river in scientific ways, 
making a fantasy story of river, collecting folktales of rivers in local communities and imaginative living thing called kappa, 
investigating the pollution of river, and so on. The investigations of the river have heightened the children's awareness of 
clean up the river. The children had engaged in cleaning up the river. The project empowers the children to become 
agents for developing a sustainable sociey not only by books, but actions. 

Poster Session        No. P:11 

Futureland in a challenged world 
Futureland dans un monde contesté 
Futureland en un mundo impugnado 
Margareta Kostovska, Anita Larsson-Modin 

The World Heritage preschool 
In january 2007, Tanums municipality started pre-school with children, one to five years old, at Vitlycke museum. The pre-
school is a long-term cooperation between the two organizations - Västarvet/Vitlycke musuem and Tanums municipality. 
Exchanges and cooperation is at the organisational and personnel level, to provide the pre-school a natural and cultural 
profile. 
The pre-school should be a role model and a part of a larger context in which the responsibility för humanity´s natural and 
cultural heritage is part of a future, sustainable development in the world. 
The pre-school is situated outdoor in the Bronze Age Farm where the children can participate in daily activities to repair 
and maintain the houses and the garden in the Bronz Age way of doing it at the same time as the children are in the 
contemporary and the future. 
Outside the Bronze Age Farm is the rock carvings in which have been inscribed on UNESCO´s world heritage list since 
1994. 
These magnificent pictures, some carved 3000 years ago, bear a unique testimony to the Bronze Age world. Not only do 
they make vivid this lost and distant time to us, but these powerful images also have the ability to speak directly to the 
modern onlooker and especially to the children in the pre-school. 
It is important to understand that they are a part of history and the future and the tracks they leave behind, in the form of 
contemporary and future rock carvings and art. 

Poster Session        No. P:12 

Strategies to cultivate cross-cultural attitudes in children in the classroom 
Stratégies de cultiver attitudes interculterelles chez les enfants dans la salle de classe 
Estrategias para cultivar actitudes interculturales en niños/as en el aula 
Elba Domaccin 

Las condiciones actuales de vida hacen que haya una gran movilidad al interior del pais o hacia otros paises, donde los 
niños/as se encuentran con diferentes costumbres, comidas, creencias, lenguaje en Jardines de Infantes y Escuelas. 
Ante estas circunstancias los/as educadores deben implementar estrategias para cultivar actitudes interculturales, tales 
como. 
- Clarificación de valores. Persigue que el niño/a tome conciencia de los propios valores y del sentido que tiene para 
ellos/as. Aspira a hacer visibles los valores personales y para ello pueden utilizar diferentes materiales como cuentos, 
juegos, dramatizaciones para lograr que los niños/as tomen conciencia de sus valores y del sentido de ellos a través de 
actividades lúdicas en que se aplique el "aprender jugando" y el "aprender haciendo". 
- Comprobacoión crítica 
- Discusión de dilemas 
- Autorregulación y autocontrol 
- Estrategias socio afectivas 
- Otras estrategias eficaces: situaciones positivas de contrato vicario, comprobación de principios, drama, información a 
través de lecturas, videos, influencia preponderante de la personalidad del maestro/a. 
Al aplicar estas estrategias en las aulas de Jardines de Infantes y en los primeros grados de Educación Básica se ha 
contribuido a la construcción del yo de los niños/as, que se conozcan un poco más y mejor a sí mismos, pero aceptando 
sus valores y contravalores, aportado al desarrollo del talento de niños/as, desarrollando al máximo sus potencialidades, 
contribuido a que niños/as lleguen a ser mejores ciudadanos al interiorizar valores que le permitan una mejor convivencia 
en la colectividad. 

Poster Session        No. P:13 

Facilitating children's economic understanding. 
La facilitación de la comprensión económica de niños. 
Facilitation de la compréhension économique d'enfants. 
Nobuyuki Fujimura  
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In order to understand economic society and to solve social problems collaboratively with others, children should consider 
producer's viewpoint as well as consumer's viewpoint and should relate these viewpoints. Although children, as daily 
buyers, can easily suppose consumers views, it is difficult for them to infer producer's views and to understand economic 
factors such as cost or profit. This interview study examined whether imagining a producer's life and his/her belief in an 
everyday problem setting may facilitate children's understanding of producer's viewpoints and their thinking about 
economic factors mediating distribution system. Fourth graders (N=60) answered questions about why two kinds of goods 
were priced differently (e. g., watermelon sold in summer vs. winter). Children also indicated the mediating factors that 
related their explanations to price differences. After answering these questions, they were asked to imagine a life of an 
imaginary baker and to price a new type of bread from the viewpoint of the baker. Finally, they answered again the same 
questions that they had been asked at the beginning. Analysis of children's explanations revealed that, 1) an activity which 
included imagining a baker's life and pricing as the imagery baker facilitated the children's reasoning between prices and 
production factors (supply, cost, and profit), 2) variability in children's causal reasoning increased through the activity. 
Consideration of other people's lives or beliefs in daily situations and discussion about the ideas may develop children's 
deeper societal understanding that is required in sustainable societies. 

Poster Session        No. P:14 

The present condition of the child care support of the kindergarten in Japan. 
Les présentes conditions parent du support de la garderie d u jardin d'enfants au Japon. 

Las condiciones presentes el padre del apoyo de cuidado de niño del jardíｎｎｎｎde infantes en Japóｎｎｎｎ. 
Tomko Nasukawa 

Both parents and a child explain that present condition and a subject about the meaning of the child care support of the 
protector at the Japanese kindergarten and the role about the child care support program developed together.And,that 
subject is explained from the national survey of the child care support program of the kindergarten which carried it out in 
2010. 

Poster Session        No. P:15 

Role of after-school care of school children in their personality development 
Rôle del soin postscolaire d'écoliers dans leur développement del personnalité del la 
Rôle de soin postscolaire d'écoliers dans leur développement de la personnalité 
Shinako Terakawa 

In sustainable societies, it is important for everyone to understand each other. In Japan, after-school care of 
schoolchildren has been served for their life and security purposes. Recently, the number of children has decreased and 
the ratio of nuclear family has increased. These tendencies have influenced children's opportunities for playing out of 
school, and attention is now focused on the other role of after-school care, that is, supporting children's social interaction 
and their personality development. This study examined how parents who didn't use after-school care think the roles and 
functions of the after-school care of schoolchildren. A questionnaire was devised to assess parents' beliefs regarding 
after-school care of schoolchildren. The questionnaire was composed of questions about the necessity of after-school 
care for parents who had not used the after-school care, and the reasons why 
they needed.305 parents answered the questionnaire. The results showed that, 1) the necessity of after-school care was 
very high for parents who didn't use the after-school cares, 2) the degree to need is higher for mothers who didn't have a 
job and were at home than for dual career families. An analysis of free descriptions by parents revealed that children had 
few peers to play with after school and couldn't have a safe playground in neighborhood without parent's watching. 
Therefore, mothers, especially full time mothers, felt graver responsibility of the parenting. Parents seem to regard after-
school care as important places and crucial occasions for children's personality development. 

Poster Session        No. P:16 

What about quality? Rhetoric about quality and evaluation in Swedish preschool 
¿Qué se puede decir acerca de la calidad? Retórica acerca de la calidad y evaluación 
Qu'en est-il de qualité?Rhétorique sur la qualité et l'évaluation dans l'enseignement préscolaire suédoise 
Charlotte Tullgren 

Swedish preschool has in recent decades gradually integrated into the rest of the Swedish school system. At the same 
time preschool got its first curriculum (Lpfö 98), and with that, operational goals where set. This increased the needs for 
evaluation and quality measurement, which aims to clarify curriculum objectives, and develop the quality of preschools 
(Skolverket, 2005). 
This poster presentation reports a pilot study made within the project Quality in Preschool. The aim of the project is to 
contribute to knowledge of the various discourses on the quality of preschool available in Sweden today, and how those at 
the local level affects preschool teachers' daily work and hence the activity in preschool. 
At the national level emphasized that the quality of preschool will be assessed through evaluations of operations and not 
through assessments of individual children. Sweden thereby differs from the currently dominant discourse of quality in 
Europe. An analysis of the prevailing discourses about the quality of preschool as expressed in current document is made. 
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Poster Session        No. P:17 

ESD for children and parents: from city to tundra 
ESD pour les enfants et les parents: de la mégapole à la toundra 
EDS para los niños y padres de familia: de la metrópoli a la tundra 
Igor Ryzhov, Natalya Ryzhova 

Modern children have different environmental experience. Many of them have very little knowledge of environmental 
issues in their community. In order to partially fill this gap we have developed and published illustrated ESD related 
textbooks for children and parents. The books were written as a part of our ecological education program “Nature is our 
Home”. Both books have in common the authentic approach to the story, fictional characters who act as guides, and 
practical tasks for readers. Besides, in both books animals themselves tell about their life in the environment. 
The environmental Atlas “My Moscow” contains environmental maps and texts for children. It tells about animals, plants of 
the city, rational use of water, energy, nature preservation territories. The main characters of the Atlas are Misha and 
Masha – a girl and a boy. They help children to learn about nature in their surroundings, make children and adults focus 
on problems of sustainable development in their city, and help to acquire skills of environmental literacy. 
The textbook “Traveling with Tundrovichok” was prepared within the framework of the ECORA project (Global 
Environment Facility). With the help of a fictional character it is told about ecosystems of tundra and Arctic seas, animals 
and plants of this natural zone, problems of its preservation in an entertaining and easy manner. 
(more information at http://sites.google.com/site/ecochildren/ ) 
Both editions will be presented by the author at a poster stand and in hard copy in English. 

Poster Session        No. P:18 

Intergeneration and Development of Children 
Intergeneration et Développement d'Enfants 
Intergeneration y Desarrollo de Niños 
Toshiko KANEDA, Hisae SHUTO, Atsuko KUASANO 

Japanese children now are eating and using things without knowing the process of being made. To know the process of 
making things means that children can understand their relation with those things. So we go ahead with this execution to 
proceed the inner hearts of children.On the other hand, old age people who know the process of making things are losing 
the meaning of their necessity in the modern time now. 
Play is the center for child development and they enjoy making tools for life as play. So we have been trying to exploit the 
old age people to show the model of hand-made life tools and to teach children how to make them. 
In the process of our effort above, both children and old age people can get the main challenge for their 
development .They need one another and can get their feeling of entity.Moreover, we could know the two-way learning 
tendency in both children and old age people. Children enjoy the process of making tools and cooking foods by using 
them just for fun and then move to make better tools and cooking. Old age people aimed to make good tools for life and 
moved to enjoy the process of making them by watching the children's style.We have known that children and old age 
people learn teach together, not . We also have known that our culture of human-beings are relayed spirally to the 
younger generation. This relation will be expanded to their living area and regionn. 

Poster Session        No. P:19 

Reflection on the respite care services at parenting support centers for mothers with childcare stress ; analysis 
of two cases.  
Reflection sur le service du "soin par le repos" pour les mères angoissés aux LAPEs.  
Reflexión sobre los servicios de descanso para las madres de estrés. 
Nobuko KAMIGAICHI, Miwako HOSHI, Miho MUKAI, Miho SHIOZAKI 

In Japan the Parenting Support Centers have been established since 2000 in every municipality to support parents of and 
their children under 3. The activities offered to parents(mostly mothers) ;opportunities of meeting with other parents to 
discuss about their childrearing, offering of various kinds of useful information on childcare, childrearing , and in some 
cases, giving advices by professionals of young children, etc. As a meeting place, it also offers them the opportunities to 
play with their children as well as to interact with other children. 
Some services have "respite care services"; that is, to give full-time mothers a time to be free from their children by 
keeping their children in the center for a short time, or by helping their works. Full-time Japanese mothers are often 
occupied with their children all the time and don't have a time to be free from their childrearing practices, to relax and 
enjoy their own life. When there is no facility around them to ask for to sit their children for a short time, or they feel guilty 
of that to be a "good mother", this often brings them stress and distress. In extreme cases it may lead to the maltreatment. 
"Respite care service" can treat the very beginning of the maltreatment. 
We introduce two cases of respite care service offered in parenting support centers which have different targets. 
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Poster Session        No. P:20 

Preschool Education Programme in Latvia 
RUTA KANEPEJA 

The principal objective of pre-school education is the development of every child’s activity (spiritual, physical, social), 
stimulating his internal wish to understand, to get acquainted with surrounding world and acquire the gained by adults 
experience. It is necessary to develop in the child “self - conception”, grounded on the realization of his activity, acts, 
feelings, wishes and interests, on the expression of his abilities in active work observing common to all mankind values. 
The essence of the child’s development is contained in integrity of the formation of his personality, care over his health, 
physical and mental state. 
It is the orientation of the adult’s pedagogical activity that determines the kid’s personality development (correctly 
formulated tasks, content, methods and ways usage). 
The programme of pre-school education is an attempt to change pedagogical activity as just usual accumulation of 
knowledge to promotion the child’s development. This programmed guides the development of the child’s personality 
towards successful beginning of learning at school. 
The programm is aimed: 
–to help the child to believe himself, realize himself, reach success, express himself in creative activity, be communicative, 
sensitive, sympathetic. 
The programm determines two kinds of prioritized tasks – group of developmental tasks and up-bringing ones. 
These stages or levels are compared both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

Poster Session        No. P:21 

Development and Application of Children's Poetry Content to Utilize Intelligent Robots 
Young- Sil Kim, Young-Sil Kim, Jong-Hyang Lee 

1. Purpose of Poetry Content Development 
Previous studies on the educational application of intelligent robots have shown that human-robot interaction has positive 
effects on children's language acquisition. 
Rhyming poems give young children acoustic pleasure, inducing them to read the poems repeatedly and eventually, 
helping to enhance their phonological awareness abilities. So, we may expect to increase phonological awareness in 
young children through poetry reading activities. 
Under this assumption, this study aims to develop content for poetry reading activities involving intelligent robots by using 
selected rhyming poems for children, and to verify the linguistic-educational effects of the content. 

2. Children's Poetry Contents Development 
1) Focal Points for Poetry Contents Development 
Improving 4-year-old children's reading capability through enhancement of phonological awareness abilities 
Maximizing interaction between children and iRobiQ 
Optimizing the iRobiQ's role as a teacher robot 
2) Directions for Organizing Poetry Content 
Utilizing rhyming poems to improve children's phonological recognition capability 
Boosting children's visual memory of letters that rhyme with each other through repeated poetry reading, which should be 
conducted in stages following the procedures of chorus reading, alternate reading, and rewriting poems. 
Enhancing children-iRobiQ interaction through such activities as alternate reading, greeting children by name, and 
shaking hands. 
 
3. An Example of Poetry Content to Utilize Intelligent Robots - Initial Screen for Family Name Play 

Poster Session        No. P:22 

Analysis of Page Break-Related Linguistic Responses of Children Aged 4-5 
Young-Sil Kim Kim, Jin-Ju Youn, Mi-Young Park 

It is worthwhile to examine young children's responses with regard to page breaks of picture books. This is because 
young children have to make inferences by filling the natural "gap" caused by page breaking in order to understand an 
unfolding story and keep following it. 
This study analyzes young children's linguistic responses to find out how they make inferences and interpretations about 
things that would likely happen during the page break-related "gaps." Eighty children aged 4 and 5 were interviewed for 
this study. After being read the picture book "No, David!", the children were asked what they thought had happened during 
transition from one page to the next. The children's responses were categorized and classified. 
This analysis produced the following outcome. Both 4- and 5-year-olds made most inferences about the picture book 
character's behavior. Next to the reasoning abut the character's behavior, 4-year-old children made many inferences on 
changes in the circumstances and the background, while those aged 5 made inferences about the character's thinking 
and feeling. This shows that the page breaking "gap" offers an opportunity for 5-year-old children to make high-level 
inferences. This study found that more 5-year-old boys made inferences about the character's inner aspects than girls of 
the same age. This may be interpreted as an indication that the more there are common factors between picture book 
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characters and young children in such aspects as gender and experience in everyday life, the more the children are likely 
to make inferences with regard to page breaks. 

Poster Session        No. P:23 

Road safety education for sustainable development: the new approach to the road safety education in Lithuania 
Rytis Vilkonis 

Lithuania is one of the most dangerous countries for vulnerable road users in Europe. In order to reduce the number of 
road accidents all possible strategies are involved. Education is not an exception. However, till the year 2007 children’s 
road safety education in Lithuania has been provided without any programme. The development of programme was based 
on the analysis of educational practice and results of scientific inquiry around the World. Several scientific researches 
have been provided in Lithuania at Siauliai University. 
The programme is consentaneous with all main ideas of nowadays education in Lithuania. It is based on experiential and 
constructivist learning, using children’s living environment as learning environment. The content of programme consists of 
attitudes, abilities and knowledge (Road safety competence). The main aim and result is not only lifelong ability to adapt in 
changeable road traffic environment, but also ability to create safer road traffic environment by own behaviour. 
The programme accommodates some ideas of sustainable development. The values included in the programme are 
“respect to life, responsibility for life conservation", "the respect to other traffic participants irrespectively to their age, sex, 
race, social status etc.", "active participation in the process of creation of safer road traffic environment", "the responsibility 
for self-safety in the road traffic environment”, “environment protection and rational consumption of energy resources". 

Poster Session        No. P:24 

The world in the childen's games 
Galena Ivanova 

Modern education is called upon to integrate the concept of sustainable development into all aspects of education. This is 
connected to making children more informed and sensitive about, and more involved in economic, environmental and 
social changes that are taking place. 
The complex subject of sustainable development can be recognized by young children if ecological knowledge, current 
values and positive attitudes for sustainable development are included in their most natural activity , the game. 
For this purpose we developed games for 4 to 7 year-old children that are attending kindergarten. The games present the 
ideas for sustainable development in an entertaining and engaging manner. They include consistent and coherent with the 
current values elements of the natural and social environment, integrate the protection of nature and cultural diversity, 
environmental, economic, health and civic education in a whole and focus on the harmony of life on the planet. 
The games are prepared with the active participation of children. They are transformed into an environment for 
implementing education for sustainable development and into effective means of familiarizing children with its three 
dimensions - economy, society and environment. 
The results of our studies show that games contribute to the formation of children's alive, complex, interdisciplinary 
knowledge about the world and attitudes to maintaining harmony in it. 
The process of creating and using games provokes in children future-oriented forward-thinking, opportunities are revieled 
for the acquisition of creative skills and laying the foundiations of a new sense of responsibility and participation in public 
life. 

Poster Session        No. P:25 

Expectations about Teachers Serving as Mentors during Training in Early Childhood Education in Japan 
Takako Noguchi 

This study examined how student teachers think and learn during their training. Student teachers learn and practice 
appropriate behaviours and acclimatize themselves to the kindergarten environment during their training period. However, 
some student teachers find it difficult to adjust and understand normative practices, and they abandon teaching as a result 
of their initial encounters with the realities of the profession. Mentoring constitutes one key contributor to the development 
of teachers because it is a vehicle for providing instruction and support to student teachers while they develop good 
relationships with their own students. The role of student teachers differs from that of practicing teachers in many ways. 
Indeed, these roles are not balanced in terms of either power or knowledge, and these imbalances affect the quality of the 
mentor experience. Therefore, this study examined what student teachers expect from teachers who are serving as 
mentors. Toward that end, 121 student teachers completed questionnaires inquiring about their expectations for mentors 
and the attitudes they hoped to adopt after they finished their practicum. Factor analysis was conducted, and five factors 
pertaining to expectations were abstracted: 1) “empathic atmosphere”, 2) “practical advice”, 3) “respectful treatment in 
their roles as students”’, 4) “communication”, and 5) “evaluation and instruction”. Student teachers who were able to adapt 
to kindergarten tended to expect “respectful treatment in their roles as students” as well as “evaluation and instruction”. 
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Poster Session        No. P:26 

A Model of Preschool Teacher Education for Sustainable Development 
Un Model de la Educacion del Maestro Preescolar para el desarrollo sostenible 
Un Modele de l'education de Enseignants Prescolaires pour le Developpement Durable 
Patricia Merk 

This poster will explain a model for educating preschool teachers in an urban school district in the Southwestern United 
States about sustainable development. The model is based on experiential learning concepts. Teachers need to 
encounter and internalize experiences about sustainable development in order to create learning environments and 
experiences for the children. There are six phases to the model allowing for time in between for teachers to prepare, 
practice and apply the knowledge within the preschool setting. The seven phases are: 1) Awareness of Sustainable 
Development-What does it mean to you?; 2) Attitudes and Values Around Sustainability-What do you think about 
sustainability?; 3) Knowledge of Sustainable Development-What do you know, what don't you know?; 4) Knowledge of 
Sustainable Development-What do you want to know?; 5) Skills in Teaching and Learning about Sustainable 
Development-What do you want to do? 6) Skills in Teaching and Learning about Sustainable Development-How do you 
want to incorporate it into your preschool classroom?; and 7) Integrating and Evaluating Learning about Sustainable 
Development-How do you know you are making a difference? A qualitative evaluation of this learning process will discuss 
how teachers felt about the professional development opportunity and outcomes of the experience. 

Poster Session        No. P:27 

Promoting the training of teachers of Early Childhood Education with the aim of building a Sustainable World 
Roberta Borges 

The Division of Early Childhood Education and Primary / DEdIC is located at The State University of Campinas / Brazil 
serving 1.200 children aged 6 months to 14 years who are children of the university staff. UNICAMP aims to contribute 
with the cognitive, social, and emotional development as well as the physical health of these children and to achieve that 
purpose, there are two nurseries and one primary school at the university, which have around 600 children enrolled 
The DEdIC consider the role that teachers play in early childhood education very important, and recognize the need to 
promote the theme "Sustainability of the World". Consequently, the DEdIC along with the OMEP / SP / BRAZIL, organized 
a theoretical and practical course of ongoing education for 100 teachers working in daycare centers and preschools at 
UNICAMP, with the theme: "The teacher establishing the aims of a sustainable world into children." It is known that the 
child has the right to education in the early childhood period; however, it is not any kind of education that should be 
offered at this stage of life, but an education of quality. This is because the early stages of childhood are unique and 
crucial to learning, and the first stage is extremely important in order for later development to occur. Therefore, the 
objective of this work is to present the results of projects carried out by teachers in classrooms after the ongoing training. 

Poster Session        No. P:28 

The possibility of living environmental education for early childhood as ESD through eco-school project in Japan 
Ineko Tanaka, Norie Miwa, Taniguchi Shin 

There has been a national project named “Eco-school” targeting public primary schools and junior high schools for about 
15 years in Japan. Eco-school originally should be the building which contributes to producing eco-efficiency as well as 
reducing environmental load for both the school and the district. However, this project was executed especially valuing 
eco-making and the energy saving of school buildings, and environmental education was almost disregarded. In these 
days, the education program of eco-school as ESD is being developed that cultivates talent who can practice eco-life at 
one's society as well as home, and contributes to the sustainable society. In addition, this kind of education, i.e. the living 
environmental education, should be developed utilizing enough facilities of eco-school. 
In this study, we focus on early childhood education including the lower grade in primary school, and examine the 
possibility of the living environmental education program as ESD based on the practical cases in our country. In preschool 
and lower grade of primary school, it was valued that the children experience natural environment, as like playing using 
the wind on playground. And connected to it, a few cases were valued to recognize the built environment constructed with 
the eco-devices using natural energy like wind and sun light in middle grade. On the other hand, it is necessary to find the 
method of experiencing the natural environment close to built environment utilizing the regional resources, because a lot 
of kindergartens and day nurseries in urban area have little garden filled with nature. 

Poster Session        No. P:29 

Nature play space 
Vicente Paolillo Filho 

This project was accomplished for an Early Childhood education school, with the intention of approximating the children 
and their play with the nature, making them to notice the different seasons through the change in the vegetation, in the 
different use of the materials, relating the same ones to the elements (earth, fire, air and water), as well as the four 
cardinal points. We stimulated the five senses by the use of the touch, smell, palate, audition and vision. They grew up a 
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vegetable garden where the children can notice the cycle of the plants, as well as to have a more intimate contact with the 
earth. The place was divided in four parts, and for each resulting quadrant it was, in agreement with the solar orientation, 
related to one of the seasons. The equipments (toys) of each quadrant were made with materials that act, in a certain way, 
with the season. The vegetation has its bloomed in that determined season doing that the children identify the same ones 
by the flowers. This project has a total area of 2000 square meters. 

Poster Session        No. P:30 

Enhancing preschoolers' daily routine with extra curriculum activities (ESPEC): the parents' perspective 
Enriquecimiento de la rutina diaria de los niños preescolares con extra curriculum actividades (ESPEC):la 
perspectiva de los padres 
Enrichir la routine journaliere des enfants d' age prescolaire avec des activites extra curriculaires (ESPEC): La 
perspective des parents 
Eyridiki Zachopoulou, Vasileios Grammatikopoulos, Athanasios Gregoriadis, Niki Tsangaridou 

A variety of recent research findings have shown that quality physical education programs help children develop physically, 
emotionally, socially, and intellectually (Bailey, 2006; Kirk, 2005; Metzler, 2000). In addition, the playful nature of physical 
education is considered as a very effective way of assisting the development of all aspects of children's personality (Cale 
& Harris, 2006; Whitehead & Murdoch, 2006; Siedentop, 1980). Furthermore, the importance of intra and extra curriculum 
physical activities is being emphasized owing to the modern way of urban lifestyle that children follow. Towards this 
direction, an extra curriculum physical program named ESPEC ("Early Steps" Physical Education Curriculum) was 
implemented from 2004 until 2007 in Greek preschool settings. The aim of the current study was to investigate the 
parents' perceptions of the total benefits earned from their children's participation in such an extra curricular physical 
education program. More specifically, this paper examines the perceptions of parents about the improvement they noticed 
in their children's daily school routine and behavior. After the completion of the program (ESPEC), semi-structured 
interviews which focused on children's personality, characteristics, play, behavior and social skills, were conducted with 
14 participating parents (10 female parents - 4 male parents). Each interview was recorded and then transcribed verbatim. 
Context analysis of the parents' interviews revealed that ESPEC is accredited with positive impact on the children's self-
confidence, their prosocial behavior, their creativity as well as the variety of play they started engaging in (e.g. dramatic 
play, symbolic play, cooperative play, team games etc.). 

Poster Session        No. P:31 

Effect of Fine Art Through Nature Experience Activity on the Creativity and Artistic Expression of Children 
Soon-Lye Lee, Eun-Joo Lee 

The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of fine art activities, which are performed through the nature experience 
activities, on the creativity and artistic expression of children. The test was conducted with the experiment group 
comprised of 18 children and the control group comprised of 18 children who were 5-year old. Based on the results of the 
pre-test and post-test, the outcome suggested the followings: 
First, a statistically significant difference was found between two groups in relation to the scores of creativity. In 
connection with the sub-factors, the experiment group showed significantly higher levels of the fluency, uniqueness, 
elaborateness, resistance to the hasty conclusion, abstractness of title, compared to the control group. 
Second, we found that the experiment group showed significantly higher scores of artistic expression compared to the 
control group. Statistically significant difference was found among the children who experienced the fine art activities 
performed through nature experience activity in terms of the sub-factors of artistic expression such as the expression of 
theme, design, flexibility of technique, harmony of colors, vividness of art work, and detailed depiction. 
Although the experiment group earned higher scores than the control group in relation to the structure of art work, 
intention, comprehension and utilization of materials, no statistically significant difference was found between two groups. 
Findings of this study suggested that the fine art activities performed through nature experience activities played more 
positive role in developing the creativity and fine art expression of children compared to general fine art activities. 

Poster Session        No. P:32 

La Mochila Mágica: Un programa de promoción de lectura para la Educación Inicial 
The magic Backpack: A programme of promotion of reading for initial education 
Le Sac à dos Magique: Un Programme de Promotion de Lecture Pour l'Éducation Initiale 
Doris Guerrero, Zulay Maldonado 

La lectura y la escritura son procesos indispensables en la era del conocimiento y la información en la que se encuentra 
la sociedad. Sin embargo, estadísticas e informes indican que existen gran cantidad de personas que no poseen estas 
competencias básicas para responder efectivamente a las exigencias personales, laborales y profesionales. Ante esta 
situación surge La Mochila Mágica programa de promoción de lectura, que busca despertar el amor por la lectura en los 
niños y niñas desde su más tierna edad. A través del préstamo circulante y actividades de actualización apoya a 
docentes, padres, madres y otros adultos significativos en el proceso de alfabetización inicial. Realizamos una 
investigación de corte cualitativo, sustentada en los aportes teóricos de la socio psicolingüística, la perspectiva histórica 
cultural de Vigotsky e investigaciones de la Neurociencia. Seleccionamos un Jardín de Infancia para la prueba piloto. 
Después de un año de intervención continuada y sistemática obtuvimos resultados significativos. Por ello se ha seguido 
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implementado el programa a lo largo de 10 años, durante los cuales se ha tratado de crear las condiciones para que se 
desarrolle la conciencia social sobre la importancia de la lectura, como herramienta del pensamiento que abre los 
caminos hacia el ejercicio de la libertad, el conocimiento de sí mismo y el respeto por la vida. 

Poster Session        No. P:33 

The Effect of Family Related Economic Education on Young Children's Basic-Economy Concept and Consumer 
Behavior. 
Young Ran Chae, Young Ran Chae 

Purpose 
The purpose of this study was to analyze the effects of family related economic education on young children's basic-
economy concept and consumer behavior. 
Methods 
The subjects used in this study were 42 young children who attended a kindergarten in G city. The mean age of the 
subjects was 70 months. The experimental group was participated in of family related economic education while 
comparison group was participated in economic education only in kindergarten. It used 'The Basic-Economy Concept 
Test' and 'The Consumer Behavior Test' in the collection of data and t-test was used to analyze the data. 
Results 
Significant effects of experimental treatment were analyzed. It was revealed that there are significant differences between 
experimental group and comparison group in the post-test score of Basic-Economy Concept and Consumer Behavior. 
Conclusion 
The results of this study suggested that family related economic education which were developed in this study would be 
relatively effective to develop young children's basic-economy concept and the consumer behavior. 

Poster Session        No. P:34 

The contributions of early childhood education for a sustainable society 
Vera Anselmi Melis Paolillo 

Planet Earth is vulnerable to environmental threats of monumental proportions. Our current generation of leaders is only 
beginning to address these challenges. Globally we require dramatic progress in developing renewable energy sources, 
curbing encroachments on the natural environment, and fostering sustainable development. Finding solutions to 
environmental challenges will require the best minds and best efforts of this and future generations. It is vital that we help 
today’s young children develop positive emotional connections with nature so that they will iti to take action on behalf of 
the environment as adults. Through the Study center and Sao Paulo ‘s OMEP we are developing activities in order to 
expected a commitment to carrying out an action plan that will help today's young children develop positive emotional 
connections with nature so that they will want to take action on behalf of the environment and grow to become the next 
generation of motivated environmental stewards. Therefore the OMEP-BR/Sao Paulo and the team from the Study Center 
we are Organizing national or regional conferences focused on connecting children with nature; involving families in 
supporting children's emotional connections with nature ;make suggestion about the Design and creating nature-based 
outdoor spaces for children as a collaborative endeavor that serves as an example or model to inspire similar actions 
through your geographic area.” Children are born with a sense of wonder and an affinity for nature. Properly cultivated, 
these values can mature into ecological literacy, and eventually into sustainable patterns of living.” - Zenobia Barlow 

Poster Session        No. P:35 

Nursery Teacher Job Selection and Satisfaction in the Twenty Years Following World War II 
Carrière d'instituteur de maternelle et raison d'être, au Japon entre 1945 et 1965 
Selección de la profesión y satisfacción del profesor de guardería a los 20 años de la 2da Guerra Mundial. 
Narumi Matsumoto 

Interviewing former nursery teachers active in the post World War II period in Japan, we researched and analyzed their 
reasons for becoming nursery teachers. Seventy percent of those surveyed said that they had not actively sought to be 
nursery teachers. However, among them were women who had worked for 50 years or more as nursery teachers, held the 
position of nursery director, or who had even established nursery schools themselves. By examining the life histories of 
these women, this research endeavors to discover how the women derived job satisfaction and joy from their work, though 
they did not actively choose their profession in the beginning. 

Poster Session        No. P:36 

The Impact of World War II on the Life Histories of Nursery Teachers Born in the 1920s-30s: 
La 2e guerre mondiale dans l'histoire des instituteurs de maternelle nés en 1920~30 
El impacto de la 2da Guerra Mundial en la vida de los profesores de educación infantil. 
Michiko Iwasaki 
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In telling life histories, storytellers understand their own lives, and describe experiences and provide new understanding 
for listeners. Due to large social changes resulting from war, nursery teachers born from 1920 to 1931 suffered large 
impacts in their youth. One of these can be called “loss”. These changes robbed them of peaceful student lives and rich 
days spent with children, with their own parents and with colleagues’ families, also losing child rearing values which gave 
them authority. However, some people grabbed an opportunity to become a nursery teacher, guided to serve in the 
vocation for many years. Also, some nursery teachers in the war quit due to grief and helplessness, but returned after the 
war aiming at the best child care for children. Other people set out anew from a start with no knowledge, skills nor facilities, 
while experiencing changes in child care values until then. 

Poster Session        No. P:37 

España. La escuela infantil y los derechos del niño, contribuyen a un futuro mejor. 
L'école infantile et les droits de l'enfant, contribuent à un meilleur avenir. 
Spain. The infantile school and the rights of the child, contribute to better future. 
José Quintanal-Diaz, Jose Luis Garcia Llamas, Rosa Maria Goig Martinez, Maria Jose Albert Gomez  

Resumen: 
La confluencia de dos realidades, nos permiten establecer el fundamento del desarrollo escolar que en España tiene la 
etapa escolar infantil: 
> La Declaración Universal de los Derechos del Niño del 20 de noviembre de 1959, en la cual se recogen éstos en diez 
principios fundamentales. 
> El Real Decreto 1630/2006, de 29 de diciembre, por el que se establecen las Enseñanzas mínimas de Educación 
infantil, el cual define el modelo de Escuela que desarrollará nuestro país para los niños y niñas de la educación 
preescolar. 
El establecimiento de los principios y objetivos que desarrollan ambos documentos, convergen de manera lógica, en el 
marco de su desarrollo escolar: la escuela se convierte de este modo en un lugar de ensayo y aplicación, donde se 
experimenta la convivencia que en el futuro dirigirá la vida social de nuestro país. Cuando estos niños lleguen a adultos, 
basarán esta buena educación, en unos valores fundamentales que favorecerá el respeto de los derechos humanos. 

Poster Session        No. P:38 

What is expected from fathers in current Japan? The expectations of the father’s transformation in being 
involved childrearing and the development of educational programs for fatherhood 
Yoko Ito 

Today, because of the low birth late in Japan, fathers are expected to contribute to childrearing. 
The purpose of this study was to examine the history of how fathers contribute to childrearing and of how the central and 
municipal governments support such contributions. 
The second purpose of this study was to present the results of the survey about what kinds of role fathers are expected to 
play in childrearing. Previously, the main responsibilities of fathers were related to economic support for their families. 
However, the current generation of men recognizes that their roles not only involve being breadwinners or leaders in the 
family, but also being role models, teachers, friends, partners, and domestic workers. On the other hand, it is reported that 
fathers generally spend very little time with their children at home during weekdays. The study aims to review how men 
can fill the gap of working outside the home and also being involved with their children. 
Finally, this study describes the implementations of the programs about how schools educate their male teens to be 
fathers and how NPOs support and train fathers to rear their children. In those programs they learn knowledge about child 
development and skills for childrearing. There is evidence that when fathers and mothers discuss the differences in their 
roles as parents, they can improve childrearing practices. It is timely for fathers in the current generation to construct their 
own image of appropriate fatherhood that would free them from the traditional roles. 

Poster Session        No. P:39 

Support and the social significance of a Day nursery and a Child rearing support center. 
Support et la signification sociale d'une crèche du jour et un Enfant qui élèvent le centre du support. 
El apoyo y la importancia social de una guardería del Día y un Niño que crían el centro de apoyo. 
KAZUE SHIOMI 

Since 1994, "Angel Plan" was established in Japan as a support to the family and children to address the issue of birth 
rate declination. This plan made Day nurseries obligatory not only to rear children but also to support parents to balance 
the work and home life. Child rearing support centers are made in local communities to support families who bring up their 
children at home. This research aims to present how family supports are specifically done by Day nurseries and child 
support center. This research also aims to clarify the correlation between these supports and parents distress, child 
rearing anxiety as well as marital relationship. Further more, the difference in support methods at Day nurseries and local 
child rearing support centers are made clear from the view of work-life balance and social significance of them are 
discussed. 
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Poster Session        No. P:40 

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION AS EVERYDAY UNSUSTAINABILITY 
LOURDES DOS SANTOS ARGUETA 

This exhibition aims at presenting the daily life of vulnerabilities experienced by children in the region of the Conleste. The 
Conleste and a consortium of 13 municipalities in the Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro 
In the past this region was an agricultural area with the cultivation of oranges. In the past decade it was economically 
deteriorated, with serious impacts. Now it looks forward to the implementation of the Petrochemical complex of 
PETROBRAS.The exhibition consists of 26 photos that show the daily challenges faced by these children, in relation to 
the precariousness of the housing area. 

Poster Session        No. P:41 

Community network strategy for child protection by effective use of day care centers in Higashiosaka-city, Japan 
Chizuno Hata 

At present in Japan, It is now generally recognized that the early detection of child abuse and neglect, and how to ensure 
the early care for them by community-based services system is an important policy task in Japan. 
This study researched the status of the community based-system and policy for the protection of children aged 0 to 6 
years in the local government Higashiosaka-city, Japan. 
The city has positively promoted to take educare children at risk at the day care centers for supporting social or family 
problems and developmental delays and recovering their healthful developments and lives since 1980's. 
At the same time, education for the parents who were in abusing their children in their family has been provided by them. 
In addition, community network conferences for child protection have monitored, assessed, and managed their families 
using them at regular intervals since 2005 (since year provided community network conferences for child protection as a 
law at national level) 
As the result of this system, 189 children who were at risk took suitable play and life, and recovered themselves from 
social, emotional or behavioral problems or developmental delay at 3 years from 2005 through 2007. 
In conclusion, the strategy implemented in Higashiosaka confirmed the effectiveness to prevent from serious situation of 
child abuse and neglect or family problems, and showed a very useful model case for promotion of child protection. The 
community network strategy in Higashiosaka has the system with pioneering not seen in other local governments in Japan. 

Poster Session        No. P:42 

Influences of demographic factors on parental involvement in early childhood education 
Influence des facteurs démographiques sur l'implication des parents 
Influencia de los factores demográficos sobre la participación de los padres 
Eva Yi Hung Lau, Hui Li 

Parental involvement (PI) has become a major educational issue worldwide since the 1980s and it is associated with a 
wide range of positive child outcomes. Existing literature on influencing factors of PI found that most factors are related to 
family SES. However, little is known about the influences of other demographic factors on PI in early childhood education 
(ECE). This study aimed to address this gap by utilizing a sample of 310 Chinese parents of preschoolers. 
Parents completed a survey for family background information and PI assessment. Several sets of one-way ANOVA with 
Parent Gender (2), Marital Status (4), Parent Education (4), Employment Status (3), Family Income (3), and Total Child (4) 
as independent variables, PI as dependent variable were conducted. Results indicated that PI differed as a function of 
Marital Status and Employment Status (Ps Contrary to the existing literature, family SES did not influence PI in ECE. 
Findings suggested that being divorced or full-time employed, as an indication of parents’ lack of physical/emotional 
availability, has profound negative influences on parents’ PI in the early years. It is argued that different demographic 
factors have distinct influence on PI during different stages of education, with PI in ECE requiring less 
economic/knowledge capital than PI in later years. Implications for ECE practitioners to collaborate with parents of various 
backgrounds are discussed. 

Poster Session        No. P:43 

Parent and teacher reports on the transition to school of children with developmental disabilities: 
A social-ecological perspective  
Donna Berthelsen, Jan M Nicholson, Sue Walker, Suzanne Carrington 

The transition to inclusive schools for children with developmental disabilities presents the children with a range of social 
and academic challenges. This research utilises an ecological framework to examine social-environmental factors 
affecting the quality of the school transition for 76 Australian children living in a large metropolitan city. Data collection in 
the project includes parent phone interviews across three years and questionnaires are completed by the children’s 
teachers. Quantitative and qualitative data are collected. Research questions addressed in this paper are: How satisfied 
are parents with the school program and the level of support provided for the transition? How easy was it for the child to 
make the transition? What are the benefits and challenges for the teacher to include the child in the inclusive classroom? 
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Parents commonly reported that staff were helpful, supportive and doing the best they could with the resources available 
to them. Challenges noted by parents included the lack of school preparedness for the child’s particular developmental 
needs and that the physical environments were not always appropriately equipped. Many of the teachers noted the 
benefits for children were the availability of positive peer models. Major challenges for teachers related to planning 
appropriate activities across the curriculum and engaging the children in the classroom routine. Findings from this project 
will inform the development of effective transition-to-school programs to promote social adjustment and academic 
achievement in the early school years for children with developmental disabilities. 

Poster Session        No. P:44 

Lunch time at day-care center in Japan 
Temps pour déjeuner à la creche dans Japon 
Tiempo para almuerzo en la guardería en Japón 
Naomi Hiura, Naoko Imazuya 

The purpose of this research is to make clear on the actual conditions of teachers' attitudes at school lunch time in 
Japanese day-care centers .We delivered questionnaires to classroom teachers for 5-year children (Aug.~Spt.2009). We 
will report on the results of this examination. 

Poster Session        No. P:45 

Young children’s mathematics 
Les jeunes enfants de mathématiques 
Jóvenes matemáticas de los niños 
Elisabet Doverborg, Görel Sterner 

During one year about 30 teams of preschool teachers in various communities have had the opportunity to develop their 
skills in mathematics for children aged 1-5. The aim has been to develop a training program that deepens and broadens 
the skills of mathematics and didactics, skills that preschool teachers need in order to stimulate and challenge children's 
interest and learning of mathematics. The exhibition demonstrates rich and varied examples from the project, on how 
children’s and teachers' learning is documented and developed over the year. 

Poster Session        No. P:46 

Facilitating second language learning - a preschool teacher's practices and beliefs 
Faciliter l'apprentissage d'une langue seconde - pratiques et réflexiones d'un enseignant préscolaire 
Facilitar el desarollo de segunda lengua- prácticas y reflexiones de una profesora  
Gunhild Alstad 

The importance of early childhood experiences with language, and in particular for second language learners, are widely 
recognized. Preschool teachers play a pivotal role in providing language learning environments in preschools. Little is 
known about preschool teachers' concepts of facilitating second language development. This exploratory case study 
research analyzes in depth one Norwegian preschool teacher's language practices and beliefs about the nature of her 
practice in Norwegian preschool working with three second language learners aged 4-5 years. Her interactions with the 
three children were video recorded during informal settings like play and lunch time and more formal settings like circle 
time. The preschool teacher was asked to comment the interactions immediately afterwards. In addition, several in-depth 
interviews were conducted in order to explore her beliefs about how good practice in facilitating second language 
development could be described, especially focusing themes as informal and formal settings, teacher's role and language 
assessment. During these interviews, extracts from the video recordings were reviewed to discuss salient events. Socio-
cultural theory makes the theoretical frame for this project, as it takes account of both the social and linguistic contexts in 
which second language learning occurs. The poster focuses the preschool teacher's scaffolding role in informal and 
formal settings as means for children's various language experiences, and in particular her practices and perceptions of 
her language modelling role in play. 

Poster Session        No. P:47 

Memories of Coloring Books: A comparative study between Sweden and the United States 
Lenore Peachin Wineberg, Jonna Larsson  

Coloring books are part of the everyday lives and leisure time of young children. Historically, coloring books were used by 
early childhood pioneers such as the father of kindergarten, Friedrich Froebel. Coloring books are considered an 
educational tool to learn about a multitude of topics. In Sweden, as well as in the United States, coloring books have been 
used to teach children about fire safety and other important subjects. A search of the literature in both the United States 
and Sweden has uncovered relatively little information about coloring books and its effect on learning.  
Therefore, in order to learn more about the impact of coloring books on young children, we have done a survey of college 
students in the United States and Sweden to learn more about their childhood memories of coloring books. 
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Data is based on surveys completed by students at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh and University of Gothenburg. 
The study contains a literature review focusing on the research in the area of coloring books and how children use them in 
various early childhood settings in Sweden and the United States. 
A total of 55 early childhood students at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh completed the surveys and 44 surveys were 
completed at the University of Gothenburg. The survey findings will reflect the similarities and differences in the two 
cultures. 

Poster Session        No. P:48 

Early childhood intervention and inclusive education for sustainable development in russia 
La intervention temprana infancia y educación inclusiva para el desarrollo sostenible en rusia 
L´intervention précoce et l´éducation inclusive pour le developpement durable en russie 
Elena Kozhevnikova, Gunilla Kalderén 

The authors´view is that sustainable development can be achieved only in democratic human rights oriented inclusive 
society providing for every child equal chances for education and development. It is rather difficult to define nowadays 
Russia as such a society. However twenty years ago when this project was started we, people from two sides of the Baltic 
sea were full of enthusiasm and beliefs that very soon children in Russia would have equal chances for education and 
development. Experiences of developing early childhood intervention and inclusive education in post-socialistic country 
with strong traditions of institutional care will be presented. One of the basic rights of children -to live with her/his parents - 
is still dramatically violated in Russia, that´s why preventing separation between children and parents became our main 
goal. There are a lot of myths about ”uneducable” children and ”hopeless” parents – that´s why changing attitudes towards 
disabled children, ”bad” families and institutional care became one of our priorities. The term ”early intervention” became 
fashionable in Russia; however, it is often misused by traditional ”defectology”. Only research in early intervention and 
inclusive education could help to ”overcome the enemy” and stop interpreting early intervention as early diagnostics and 
correction of defects.different childhoods ECEC 

Poster Session        No. P:49 

Access, Participate and Learn: Including Young Children with Special Needs in Community Based Settings 
Gail Joseph 

Inclusion refers to the full and active participation of children with disabilities in everyday activities. The success of 
inclusion depends on everyone realizing that it involves much more than children “just being there”. This presentation is 
designed to help teachers, administrators, and others who care for young children increase their competence and 
confidence in using research-based practices to effectively include children with disabilities and support families in their 
programs. The approach draws on the Building Blocks framework. Building Blocks is a set of educational practices 
designed to help teachers and teams include young children with disabilities in Head Start, child care and other 
community-based early learning environments. Building Blocks translates research-based practices into accessible, easy-
to-follow steps for inclusion. The framework includes four levels of support: a quality early learning program, modifications 
and adaptations that enhance children’s participation and engagement, strategies for embedding teaching and learning 
opportunities within typical activities, and more explicit, child-focused instructional support. This framework is consistent 
with the principles of response-to-intervention and other tiered approaches. The framework provides teachers with 
strategies for determining if children are making progress and information on how to provide additional instructional 
support if they are not. The approach helps children achieve valuable learning goals across all curricular domains. 

Poster Session        No. P:50 

The Effects of Integrated Mathematics-Art Activities Using Natural Objects on the Ability of Algebraic Thinking 
and Drawing Representation for Preschoolers 
Mi yang Han 

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of integrated preschool mathematics-art activities on the algebraic 
thinking and drawing representation for preschoolers by using natural objects. 
Two research questions were posed: 
First, what effects do integrated math-art activities using natural objects have on the algebraic thinking for preschoolers? 
Second, what effects do integrated math-art activities using natural objects have on the drawing representation for 
preschoolers? 
The subjects in this study were 40 preschoolers in a kindergarten located in Gyeonggi Province, South Korea. They are 
five-years-old. 
The results of the study were as follows: 
First, the experimental group that was exposed to the integrated math-art activities by utilizing natural objects made higher 
progress on the Ability of Algebraic Thinking. Because they were able to discover rules by using intriguing natural objects, 
to describe the rules mathematically, to explain the rules and to incorporate the rules into the art activities while they 
participated in the integrated activities in a systematic manner. Second, the experimental group that was exposed to the 
integrated math-art activities using natural objects showed a better improvement on Drawing Representation. The results 
that they gained systematic experiences in expressing and explaining intriguing natural objects of different figures and 
colors mathematically in connection with the art activities. The findings of the study illustrated that the integrated math-art 
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activities using natural objects were more effective method to improve at boosting algebraic thinking and drawing 
representation than conducting math and art separately. 
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